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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain what comparative religion is and why scholars study the world's traditions side by side, describing rather than judging them.
2. Name and describe the four dimensions used to compare any tradition: sacred text (scripture), founder or origin, core belief, and central practice.
3. Use comparative vocabulary accurately, including monotheism, polytheism, doctrine, and ritual, in a neutral, academic way.
4. Apply the four-dimension framework to build a comparison chart you can reuse for every religion studied in this unit.

SECTION 1
Studying Religions Academically
The Method: Describe, Do Not Judge
               RELIGION is the academic study of the world's religious traditions side by side, describing what each teaches in order to understand every tradition more fully.
In comparative religion we describe each tradition from a               , third-person stance ('Followers of a tradition believe...') and treat every tradition with equal respect.
 
SECTION 2
The Four-Dimension Framework
The Same Four Questions for Every Tradition
The four-dimension framework compares every tradition by asking the same four questions, called the four               .
The fourth dimension is central               , the actions and observances that followers of a tradition regularly perform.
 
SECTION 3
Dimension 1: Sacred Text
Scripture and Doctrine
               (also called sacred text) is the sacred writings a religious tradition treats as authoritative or holy.
               is an official teaching or principle held and passed on by a religious tradition, often drawn from its scripture.
 
SECTION 4
Dimension 2: Founder or Origin
A Founder, or an Origin Story
A                is the person a religious tradition names as its originator or first great teacher.
A tradition's                is the story of how, where, and when it began - some traditions describe this rather than naming a single founder.
 
SECTION 5
Dimension 3: Core Belief
Central Teaching and the Monotheism-Polytheism Axis
A                BELIEF is a central teaching of a tradition about the divine, human life, and the world.
               is the belief in a single God.
               is the belief in many gods.
 
SECTION 6
Dimension 4: Central Practice
What Followers Regularly Do
A                is a central ritual, observance, or action that followers of a tradition regularly perform.
A                is a set, repeated religious ceremony or action, such as a prayer, festival, or rite.
 
SECTION 7
Putting It Together: The Comparison Chart
One Chart for Every Tradition
The comparison                lists the four dimensions down the side and each religion across the top, so every tradition is compared with the same questions.
 
SECTION 8
Where the World's Religions Are Today
Reading a Distribution Map
A distribution                shows where each of the world's major religions is most widely followed today - but it shows where, not how strongly, people follow.
 
SECTION 9
A Pioneer of Comparative Study: F. Max Muller
Muller and the Comparative Method
F. Max                was an Oxford scholar who edited The Sacred Books of the East and helped found the modern academic study of religion.
Muller argued you understand any one religion better by comparing it with others; this is the heart of                religion.
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