	PERSONAL FINANCE
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
WHY SAVE? THE POWER OF STARTING YOUNG


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Why Save? The Power of Starting Young


On-slide summary: Why Save? The Power of Starting Young; Starting ten years sooner can turn the same $100 monthly saving into more than twice as much—learn how to make time your advantage.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the hook: saving is less about how much you earn and more about how EARLY you start - time does the heavy lifting.
•  Introduce the two savers from the subtitle: Maya starts at 18 and Jordan at 28, both saving the same $100 a month at 7% until 65.
	
	•  Preview the headline they will prove later: the ten-year head start leaves Maya with more than double Jordan's money despite only $12,000 more put in.
•  Ask before advancing: if two people save the exact same amount each month, how could one end up with twice as much? Hold the answer.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Save? The Power of Starting Young classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Save? The Power of Starting Young in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Why Save? The Power of Starting Young



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain why saving early and paying yourself first builds long-term wealth; Describe how a longer time horizon lets compounding grow small savings
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect Targets 1 and 2: first students learn WHY early saving works (the habit and paying yourself first), then HOW it works (time horizon plus compounding).
•  Preview Target 3 as the payoff: the Maya-vs-Jordan comparison is where students see a ten-year head start more than double the result.
	
	•  Frame Target 4 as the action step: pick a safe place for short-term savings and set one specific savings goal they could start this week.
•  Tell students one scenario runs through the whole lesson - two savers, same $100/month, ten years apart - so they can watch the head start compound.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Explain why saving early and paying yourself first builds long-term wealth



	SLIDE 3
	Why Save at All?


On-slide summary: Why Save at All?; Saving buys you choices; Money set aside gives you options later - to handle a surprise, take an opportunity, or reach a goal
TALKING POINTS
	•  Lead with the choices idea from the first row: savings is really about future freedom - the power to decide later instead of being forced by circumstance.
•  Define the emergency fund from the second row: short-term savings for surprises, kept safe and reachable, so setbacks do not become disasters.
•  Stress the income-vs-wealth distinction from the third row: what you KEEP and grow builds wealth, not what you earn - two equal paychecks can end very differently.
	
	•  Land the urgency from the last row: every year of waiting is growth you cannot get back, so a teen's biggest asset is time.
•  Discussion prompt: what is one surprise expense a young person might face, and how would having savings change how stressful it feels?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Save at All? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Why Save at All? in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Why Save at All?



	SLIDE 4
	Pay Yourself First


On-slide summary: Pay Yourself First; Key Concept: PAY YOURSELF FIRST - move money to savings as soon as you are paid - turns saving into a SAVING HABIT instead of an afterthought.; Make saving the first bill you pay
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define pay yourself first from the left column: money goes to savings the moment you are paid, before any spending - saving is the first bill.
•  Contrast it with 'leftovers' from the right column: if you only save what is left, there is usually nothing left; treating savings like a bill guarantees it happens.
•  Define the saving habit from the left column: a scheduled routine, ideally automated, so saving does not depend on willpower or memory.
	
	•  Reinforce that when starting out the habit beats the amount - $20 saved every time builds the routine that time turns into wealth.
•  Discussion prompt: what is one automatic transfer or rule a student could set up so they pay themselves first without thinking about it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Pay Yourself First classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Pay Yourself First in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Pay Yourself First



	SLIDE 5
	Time Horizon Is Your Superpower


On-slide summary: Time Horizon Is Your Superpower; Time horizon; TIME HORIZON is how many years you leave money to grow before you need it; a longer time horizon gives compounding more years to snowball
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define time horizon from the left column: the years you leave money to grow - the longer the horizon, the more compounding can do.
•  Define compounding from the left column: earning returns on your returns, so growth speeds up the longer money sits untouched.
•  Introduce the model as a labeled rule, not a hand calculation: FV = PMT x (((1 + i)^m - 1)/i) - point out that the months m in the exponent is what makes savings explode over time.
	
	•  Give the Rule of 72 from the right column: at 7%, money doubles about every 10 years, so a decade head start can mean one extra doubling.
•  Discussion prompt: if money doubles about every 10 years at 7%, why is a dollar saved at 18 worth so much more at 65 than a dollar saved at 28?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Time Horizon Is Your Superpower classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Time Horizon Is Your Superpower in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Time Horizon Is Your Superpower



	SLIDE 6
	The Saver Who Starts at 18 vs 28


On-slide summary: The Saver Who Starts at 18 vs 28; Key Concept: Maya put in only $12,000 more than Jordan but ended with $228,988.48 more - the ten-year head start, not the extra deposits, did it.; Maya starts at 18
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set up the fair comparison: both savers put in the same $100/month at the same 7% - only the start age differs (Maya 18, Jordan 28).
•  Read Maya's numbers from the left column: 47 years of saving, $56,400 put in, $438,642.92 at 65.
•  Read Jordan's numbers from the right column: 37 years, $44,400 put in, $209,654.44 at 65 - a late start costs him over half his ending money.
	
	•  Land the headline from the callout: Maya put in only $12,000 more but ended with $228,988.48 more - the head start, not the deposits, made the difference.
•  Discussion prompt: Jordan cannot go back to 18 - what could he do NOW (save more per month, take fewer years off) to close some of that gap?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Saver Who Starts at 18 vs 28 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Saver Who Starts at 18 vs 28 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Saver Who Starts at 18 vs 28



	SLIDE 7
	Two Savers, Same Money, Different Start


On-slide summary: Two Savers, Same Money, Different Start; Same $100/month at 7%: Maya (starts 18) pulls far ahead of Jordan (starts 28).; Maya (starts 18): $438,643
TALKING POINTS
	•  Have students find the two lines: the upper line is Maya (starts at 18), the lower line is Jordan (starts at 28) - his line is flat at $0 until age 28.
•  Point out where they start: both climb once saving begins, but Maya's line is always about a decade ahead, so it sits well above Jordan's.
	
	•  Read the age-65 endpoints from the chart: Maya reaches $438,642.92 and Jordan $209,654.44 - a gap of $228,988.48 from the same monthly deposit.
•  Ask students: notice how the space between the two lines widens with age - what does that widening gap tell you about the value of each extra year of a head start?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Two Savers, Same Money, Different Start classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Two Savers, Same Money, Different Start in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Two Savers, Same Money, Different Start



	SLIDE 8
	Small Amounts Add Up


On-slide summary: Small Amounts Add Up; $100 a month is $1,200 a year; A small, steady amount does not feel like much, but saved every month at 7% it becomes real money - $56,400 of Maya's deposits grew to $438,642.92
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make small amounts feel big from the first row: $100/month is just $1,200 a year, yet Maya's $56,400 of deposits grew to $438,642.92.
•  Stress consistency over size from the second row: a little saved every time beats a big one-time deposit followed by stopping.
•  Define opportunity cost from the third row and price the wait: Jordan gave up about $228,988.48 of growth, not just $12,000 of deposits, by waiting 10 years.
	
	•  Lower the barrier from the last row: any amount works - even $25 or $50 a month started young - because time, not size, does the heavy lifting.
•  Discussion prompt: what is a small monthly amount a student could realistically save now, and what everyday spending could it come from?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Small Amounts Add Up classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Small Amounts Add Up in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Small Amounts Add Up



	SLIDE 9
	Where to Keep Short-Term Savings


On-slide summary: Where to Keep Short-Term Savings; Key Concept: Keep money you need soon SAFE in a savings account (a HIGH-YIELD SAVINGS ACCOUNT pays more); invest money that is decades away later.; Short-term money: safe and reachable
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the core rule from the left column: money needed within a few years should be safe and reachable, not invested for growth.
•  Define the account options from the left column: a regular savings account protects short-term money, and a high-yield savings account pays more while staying just as safe.
•  Teach the timeline match from the right column: soon-money stays in savings; decades-away money (retirement) is where investing fits, later in the unit.
	
	•  Warn against two mistakes: hoarding cash at home (no growth, easy to lose) and risking money you will need soon.
•  Discussion prompt: for a goal one year away versus a goal thirty years away, where should each dollar live, and why does the timeline decide it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Where to Keep Short-Term Savings classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Where to Keep Short-Term Savings in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Where to Keep Short-Term Savings



	SLIDE 10
	Your First Savings Goal


On-slide summary: Your First Savings Goal; Make it specific; A SAVINGS GOAL is a specific dollar amount for a purpose and target date - 'save $500 by December' beats 'save more'
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a savings goal from the first row: a specific dollar amount for a purpose and date - 'save $500 by December' beats a vague 'save more'.
•  Show how to size the deposit from the second row: divide the goal by the months - $500 in 10 months is $50 a month you pay yourself first.
•  Reinforce automation and tracking from the third row: an automatic transfer runs the habit, and watching the balance climb keeps students motivated.
	
	•  Close with start-now-grow-later from the last row: begin with a small starter goal and raise it as income grows - the point is starting young.
•  Discussion prompt: have each student name one specific first savings goal - a dollar amount and a date - and figure the monthly deposit it would take.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Your First Savings Goal classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Your First Savings Goal in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Your First Savings Goal



	SLIDE 11
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; PAY YOURSELF FIRST and build a SAVING HABIT - save before you spend; A long TIME HORIZON lets COMPOUNDING turn small savings into big money
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each takeaway and tie it to a task: the habit and time-horizon ideas drive Parts 1, 2, and 5; the chart and the head-start numbers drive Parts 3 and 4.
•  Drill the single idea students must leave with: note that WHEN you start saving matters more than HOW MUCH - time and compounding do the heavy lifting over decades.
•  Reinforce the money headline: the same $100/month at 7% gives $438,642.92 starting at 18 but only $209,654.44 starting at 28.
	
	•  Reframe the cost of waiting: the opportunity cost is about $228,988.48 of lost growth, not just the $12,000 of deposits Jordan skipped.
•  Close on action: set one specific savings goal, keep short-term money safe, and start the habit now. Ask students: if today is the best day to begin, what is the one thing they will do before Friday?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: PAY YOURSELF FIRST and build a SAVING HABIT - save before you spend
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