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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain why Britain and France both claimed the Ohio Valley in the 1750s.
2. Describe what happened at Jumonville Glen and at Fort Necessity in 1754.
3. Explain how Native nations chose sides to serve their own goals.
4. Use Washington's own 1754 letter to judge how he explained the fight.
5. Trace how one small clash grew into a war between empires by 1763.

SECTION 1
Two Empires, One Valley
A frontier is the outer edge of colonial settlement, where colonial claims met Native homelands.
French explorers had linked Canada to Louisiana along the Ohio River.
 
SECTION 2
The Ohio Nations Had Their Own Plan
Alliance - An agreement between nations to support each other, usually in war or trade
Neutrality - A policy of refusing to take either side in a conflict between other powers
 
SECTION 3
Britain, France, or Neither?
Tanaghrisson, a Mingo leader, pushed for closer ties to the British.
Some Shawnee and Delaware leaders leaned French because French posts sat closer.
 
SECTION 4
Who Was George Washington in 1754?
Militia - A group of citizens called up for short military service, not trained professional soldiers
Envoy - An officer sent by one government to carry an official message or demand to another
 
SECTION 5
The Night March, May 27-28, 1754
Overnight: Guides lost the trail more than once in the dark, wet terrain.
Near Dawn, May 28: The column reached Tanaghrisson's camp.
 
SECTION 6
Jumonville Glen: Fifteen Minutes
This was a skirmish, a short fight between small groups rather than a full battle.
It lasted about fifteen minutes and ten French soldiers died.
 
SECTION 7
Was It a Battle or an Ambush?
Jumonville carried a summons - a written order demanding someone leave or answer a claim.
The British side said Jumonville's party was scouting an attack.
 
SECTION 8
A Fort in a Bad Place
Entrenchment - A ditch and earth wall dug by soldiers to protect a position
Garrison - The troops stationed at a fort to hold and defend it
 
SECTION 9
July 3, 1754
Jumonville's brother led 600-900 troops from New France and Native allies.
Fighting continued all day in a heavy downpour.
 
SECTION 10
The Papers Washington Signed
A capitulation sets the terms on which a surrendering force may leave.
The French text used a word later translated as assassination.
 
SECTION 11
From One Clash to a World War
Europe: Britain and Prussia fought France, Austria, and Russia starting in 1756.
The Philippines: British forces captured Manila from Spain, France's ally, in 1762.
 
SECTION 12
1763: What Changed
Britain took on a massive war debt from years of fighting.
Britain now had to govern and defend a much larger territory.
 
SECTION 13
Why This Matters Next
Paying off war debt became an urgent problem for the British government.
Colonial soldiers who fought beside British regulars formed their own views.
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