	WORLD HISTORY
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 ANSWER KEY   ACTIVITY - ANSWER KEY



PART 1
Reference Guide - Words of the Pacific War

	Term
	Definition

	Battle of the Coral Sea
	The May 1942 carrier battle that stopped Japan's advance toward Australia

	Island Hopping
	Taking selected Pacific islands with airfields and bypassing the rest

	Codebreaking
	Reading an enemy's secret radio messages to learn its plans in advance

	Battle of Midway
	The June 1942 battle where Japan lost four carriers and the war's momentum

	Amphibious Assault
	An attack launched from ships onto a defended beach using landing craft

	Rabaul
	The large Japanese base the Allies cut off and bypassed instead of storming

	Kamikaze
	A Japanese pilot ordered to crash his aircraft into an Allied warship

	Marianas Islands
	The 1944 island group whose airfields put American bombers in range of Japan

	Guadalcanal
	The island where American forces first went on the offensive, 1942-1943

	Okinawa
	The island 350 miles from Japan taken in an 82-day battle in 1945


PART 2
Apply the Terms - Pacific Strategy in Context
WORD BANK   Rabaul   ·   Battle of Midway   ·   Island Hopping   ·   Marianas Islands   ·   Okinawa
1.  The Allied strategy of taking islands with airfields and skipping the rest is called Island Hopping.
Island Hopping
2.  Japan lost four fleet carriers over four days in June 1942 at the Battle of Midway.
Battle of Midway
3.  About 100,000 Japanese troops sat cut off at the great base of Rabaul until the war ended.
Rabaul
4.  The airfields captured in the Marianas Islands put American bombers within range of Japan in 1944.
Marianas Islands
5.  The last island taken before the Japanese home islands, only 350 miles away, was Okinawa.
Okinawa
PART 3
Read the Evidence - What Each Island Cost
The table below collects the figures from the lesson. Use it to answer the calculations and the analysis questions that follow. Show your work on the lines provided.


	Island
	What the Allies did
	Americans killed

	Tarawa, November 1943
	Assaulted in 76 hours
	About 1,000

	Kwajalein, January-February 1944
	Assaulted in four days
	About 370

	Rabaul, 1943 to 1945
	Bypassed and cut off
	No ground assault

	Iwo Jima, February 1945
	Assaulted over 36 days
	About 6,800

	Okinawa, April 1945
	Assaulted over 82 days
	About 12,500



Calculations
1. Add the Americans killed at Iwo Jima and the Americans killed at Okinawa. How many Americans died in those two battles together?
6,800 + 12,500 = 19,300 Americans died in those two battles together.

2. Divide the Americans killed at Okinawa by the Americans killed at Tarawa. About how many times more costly was Okinawa than Tarawa?
12,500 divided by 1,000 = 12.5, so Okinawa cost about twelve and a half times as many American lives as Tarawa did.

3. Iwo Jima was held by about 21,000 Japanese troops and cost about 6,800 American lives. Rabaul held about 100,000 Japanese troops. Using the Iwo Jima figures as a rate, estimate what a ground assault on Rabaul might have cost. Step 1: divide the Rabaul defenders by the Iwo Jima defenders. Step 2: multiply that answer by the American lives lost at Iwo Jima. This is a rough estimate of scale, not a real casualty count.
100,000 divided by 21,000 = about 4.8 times as many defenders. 4.8 times 6,800 = roughly 32,000 American lives. Any estimate near 30,000 that shows the work is acceptable; the point is the scale, not the exact figure.

Analysis
1. Rabaul is the only row in the table with no ground assault. Using the table and the lesson, explain what the Allies did there instead and why that decision fits the strategy.
(1) The table shows Rabaul was bypassed and cut off rather than assaulted, so no ground assault was ever made and no American ground deaths appear in that row. (2) The strategy was to take only the islands whose airfields the next move actually needed, and Rabaul was not one of them. (3) Its garrison of about 100,000 could be bombed from the air and cut off by sea, so the threat was removed without paying for a landing.

2. Compare the Kwajalein row with the Tarawa row. Using one figure from each row and one fact from the lesson, explain why the second landing cost so much less than the first.
(1) Tarawa cost about 1,000 American lives in 76 hours, while Kwajalein cost about 370 across four days. (2) Tarawa was the first heavily opposed landing of the Central Pacific drive, and the lesson records that Kwajalein and Eniwetok fell quickly using the lessons of Tarawa. (3) The pattern is that the cost of an island depended on what the Allies had learned, not only on how long the fighting lasted.
PART 4
Primary Source Spotlight - The Navy Announces Midway
On June 6, 1942, while the Battle of Midway was still being fought, Admiral Chester W. Nimitz released a short announcement to the press from Pearl Harbor. American newspapers printed it the next morning. Read it below, then answer the questions that follow.
WORD HELP
•  devotion to duty - doing your job faithfully, even when it is dangerous
•  momentous - very important; historic
•  peace-time attack - an attack made while the two countries were not at war
•  treachery - betrayal; breaking trust
•  morale - the confidence and spirit of a group of people
•  avenged - paid back for a wrong that was done
•  vengeance - payback for a wrong
•  substantial - large; considerable
•  claimed - reported as true, before it has been confirmed
•  wounded ships - Nimitz's phrase for damaged ships
•  balance sheet - an accounting of gains against losses
•  returns - navy word for the battle reports coming in from ships and pilots

Pacific Fleet Communique No. 3 (Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, June 6, 1942)
Admiral Nimitz commanded the United States Pacific Fleet from Pearl Harbor. He released this announcement on June 6, 1942, the third day of the Battle of Midway, while the fighting was still going on and the reports from his ships and pilots were still coming in.
Through the skill and devotion to duty of their armed forces of all branches in the Midway area our citizens can now rejoice that a momentous victory is in the making.
It was on a Sunday just six months ago that the Japanese made their peace-time attack on our fleet and army activities on Oahu. At that time they created heavy damage, it is true, but their act aroused the grim determination of our people to avenge such treachery, and it raised, not lowered, the morale of our fighting men.
Pearl Harbor has now been partially avenged. Vengeance will not be complete until Japanese sea power has been reduced to helplessness. We have made substantial progress in that direction. Perhaps we will be forgiven if we claim we are about midway to our objective!
The battle is not over. All returns have not yet been received. It is with full confidence, however, that for this phase of the action the following enemy losses are claimed: two or three carriers, and all their aircraft, destroyed; in addition one or two carriers badly damaged and most of their aircraft lost; three battleships damaged, at least one badly; four cruisers damaged, two heavily; three transports damaged. It is possible that some of these wounded ships will not be able to reach their bases. One of our carriers was hit and some planes were lost. Our casualties were light.
This is the balance sheet that the Army, Navy, and Marine forces in this area offer their country this morning.
— Adapted from: Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet, CINCPAC Communique No. 3, Pearl Harbor, June 6, 1942. Public domain as a work of the United States federal government. The wording follows the transcription of the printed government compilation Navy Department Communiques 1-300 and Pertinent Press Releases, checked line by line against the declassified National Archives press-release scan of the same communique (RG 60, Case File 146-7-23-25). Three archaic words were modernized for readability: citizenry to people, impotence to helplessness, and personnel casualties to casualties. Every other word, including the famous sentences, is printed as issued.
Sourcing
1. Use the introduction and the source line under the passage. Who issued this announcement, on what date, and how far into the battle was it written?
(1) Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief of the United States Pacific Fleet, issued it from Pearl Harbor. (2) The date is June 6, 1942. (3) The battle began on June 4, so this was written on the third day, while the fighting was still going on.

Comprehension
2. Nimitz lists the enemy losses being claimed. How many Japanese carriers does he say were destroyed, and what does he say about American losses?
(1) He claims two or three Japanese carriers destroyed, plus one or two more badly damaged. (2) On the American side he says one carrier was hit, some planes were lost, and casualties were light.

3. Find the two short sentences in which Nimitz admits this report is not final. What exactly does he say?
(1) He writes, The battle is not over. (2) He writes, All returns have not yet been received. (3) He also calls the figures losses that are claimed rather than confirmed, and says some damaged ships may still fail to reach their bases.

Analysis
4. Your Guided Notes record that Japan actually lost four fleet carriers at Midway. This announcement claims only two or three destroyed, rather than four. Explain why a report written on June 6, 1942 would report a lower confirmed number, and why that does not make it a bad source.
(1) The announcement was written while the battle was still being fought, so not every report had reached Nimitz, which is exactly what he says in the passage. (2) The fourth carrier was hit late on June 4 and sank the next morning, so its loss was still being confirmed. (3) It is still a strong source, because it is evidence of what the Navy knew and chose to tell the American public on June 6, 1942, not evidence of the final total. Also give full credit to a student who notices that his destroyed-plus-damaged range (three to five) does contain the true figure of four - that is a sharp reading of a cautious report.



5. Nimitz writes that Pearl Harbor has now been partially avenged and that the Navy is about midway to its objective. Using the lesson, explain what those two lines were doing for Americans reading the newspaper in June 1942.
(1) Six months earlier the same fleet had been attacked at Pearl Harbor, so tying this victory back to that morning told readers the war at sea had turned. (2) The word midway is a deliberate pun on the name of the island, and the claim of being halfway to the objective is a prediction about the future rather than a report of what happened. (3) The announcement is written to raise confidence at home as much as to inform, which is why its language is very different from the plain casualty table students used in Part 3.
PART 5
Your Verdict - Was Skipping Islands the Right Call?
WRITTEN RESPONSE
1.  Historians still argue about the Allied strategy in the Pacific. Some say skipping enemy islands saved tens of thousands of lives and years of fighting. Others say it left large enemy forces alive behind the front line and pushed the hardest battles to the very end. Take a side and defend it using evidence from this activity.
YOUR RESPONSE MUST:
☐  State a clear claim: was skipping islands the right strategy or not?
☐  Give one piece of evidence from the data table in Part 3
☐  Give a second, different piece of evidence from the Reference Guide or Part 4
☐  Explain how each piece of evidence supports your claim
☐  Name the strongest argument against your side and say why you rejected it
GRADING RUBRIC
Grade the evidence and reasoning, not the conclusion — any defensible position is valid. Score against the 5 requirements above.
FULL CREDIT — clear position; meets all 5 requirements with accurate, specific evidence and lesson vocabulary.
PARTIAL — position stated, but misses 1-2 requirements or uses vague / inaccurate evidence.
MINIMAL — no clear position, or missing most requirements and supporting evidence.
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