	US HISTORY
TOTEM POLES AND THE POTLATCH OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
QUIZ  (12 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)



	Name:  
	Date:  
	Period:  



	
	Directions: Choose the best answer for each question.



	1.
	What does a crest column, commonly called a totem pole, display?



	A. The private property of one individual person
	B. The crests that a clan owns the right to show

	
	

	C. A calendar of the seasons of the year
	D. A map of the fishing grounds a village used


Answer:
	2.
	According to Franz Boas, what is the underlying principle of the potlatch?



	A. The interest-bearing investment of property
	B. The destruction of property to show contempt for wealth

	
	

	C. The equal division of food among every household
	D. The payment of a tax owed to a neighboring nation


Answer:
	3.
	This lesson names one long-standing misreading of the potlatch that Boas's stated principle, the interest-bearing investment of property, rules out. Which misreading is it?



	A. That the potlatch was a religious sacrifice made to the sea
	B. That the potlatch was invented after Europeans arrived

	
	

	C. That the potlatch was held only by the Tlingit
	D. That the potlatch was a form of wasteful destruction


Answer:

	4.
	What did Boas record as the unit of value on this coast?



	A. A carved wooden mask
	B. A copper plate

	
	

	C. A single blanket
	D. A canoe


Answer:
	5.
	According to Boas, how did a child obtain its second name?



	A. A relative gave a paddle or a mat to each member of the clan
	B. The child chose the name at the age of ten or twelve

	
	

	C. A chief of a neighboring nation granted the name
	D. The name was inherited automatically when a parent died


Answer:
	6.
	Boas describes a gift given at a distribution of property as which of the following?



	A. A payment that settles an existing debt in full
	B. A gift the recipient is free to refuse without insult

	
	

	C. An interest-bearing loan that must be refunded later
	D. A tax collected by the chief of the village


Answer:
	7.
	Whose notes does the title page of the 1897 report credit the account to?



	A. Cadwallader Colden
	B. George Hunt

	
	

	C. Arthur C. Parker
	D. Ella Higginson


Answer:

	8.
	Which statement about George Hunt is accurate?



	A. He was a government agent sent to end the potlatch
	B. He never visited the Pacific Northwest Coast

	
	

	C. He translated the report into French
	D. He was raised at Fort Rupert among the Kwakwaka'wakw and spoke Kwak'wala


Answer:
	9.
	What kind of publication is the 1897 account of the potlatch?



	A. A commercial magazine article sold on newsstands
	B. A private diary published by the author's family

	
	

	C. A report of the U.S. National Museum printed by the Government Printing Office
	D. A treaty signed between two nations


Answer:
	10.
	Among which nation did Boas and Hunt record the potlatch described in this lesson?



	A. Among the Haida in Alaska
	B. Among the Kwakwaka'wakw in British Columbia

	
	

	C. Among the Tlingit in Washington State
	D. Among the Chinook in Oregon


Answer:
	11.
	During which years was the potlatch illegal in Canada?



	A. 1885 to 1951
	B. 1776 to 1812

	
	

	C. 1924 to 1934
	D. 1951 to 1985


Answer:

	12.
	What can a crest column NOT settle on its own?



	A. Which crests a family claimed the right to show
	B. That a family paid publicly to raise it

	
	

	C. That the carving was done in cedar
	D. The year it was carved, unless somebody wrote that down


Answer:
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