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TOTEM POLES AND THE POTLATCH OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	What did a potlatch buy a family?



	A. Food to get the village through the winter
	B. A public claim to rank that witnesses were bound to remember ✓

	
	

	C. Freedom from paying tribute to a neighboring nation
	D. A written deed recorded by a colonial clerk



	2.
	What does a crest column display?



	A. The crests a clan owns the right to show ✓
	B. The name of every person living in the village

	
	

	C. The trade goods a family had purchased that year
	D. A record of the weather over the last ten winters



	3.
	What kind of document is the 1897 account of the potlatch?



	A. A newspaper story written the week the ceremony happened
	B. A private letter between two friends

	
	

	C. A United States government report ✓
	D. A novel written about the Pacific Northwest Coast



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
In four to six sentences, explain how Pacific Northwest Coast families kept an exact record of rank without writing anything down. Name BOTH halves of the system that did that work, explain why the record held, use at least two specific details from today's lesson, and name one thing these records cannot settle.

	
	FULL CREDIT: names BOTH halves of the system - the carved crest column that displays the crests a clan owns the right to show, and the potlatch that claims or confirms rank by distributing property in front of witnesses - explains WHY the record held (a guest could not refuse the gift and owed a refund later with interest, so every guest had a reason to remember exactly what was claimed; accept 'with interest', 'at 100 per cent interest' and 'the guests owed the host back' as the same idea, and do not require the figure), cites at least two accurate details from the lesson (for example the single blanket valued at 50 cents as the unit of value, the double blanket valued at three singles, a child receiving its second name after a relative gave a paddle or a mat to each member of the clan, or Boas's phrase interest-bearing investment of property), names one thing these records cannot settle (the year a column was carved unless somebody wrote it down, what was said at a potlatch once the last witness has died, or how the potlatch worked in nations other than the Kwakwaka'wakw), and answers in four to six complete sentences. PARTIAL CREDIT: names only one half of the system, cites only one accurate detail, or names a limit these records in fact do answer, such as which crests a family claimed - the student did the task and picked a weak limit, so mark it partial rather than wrong. NO CREDIT: treats a coast without writing as simply having no records, presents the potlatch as nothing but wasteful destruction, or rests on no specific detail from the lesson at all. A student who mentions that property was sometimes destroyed in a rivalry has NOT made that error, so long as the answer still explains that the ceremony bought a claim to rank; mark that answer on its merits. Do not accept 'they remembered it' on its own - the point is that the debt and the witnesses kept the memory accurate, not that people had good memories.


ANSWERS
	1.
	B

	2.
	A

	3.
	C
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