	US HISTORY
THREE COLONIAL REGIONS, THREE ECONOMIES
 ANSWER KEY   GUIDED NOTES



LEARNING TARGETS
1. Compare how geography shaped work across three colonial regions.
2. Explain why New England relied on the sea and commerce.
3. Explain why the Middle Colonies sold grain abroad.
4. Connect plantation crops to coerced labor in Southern colonies.
5. Judge how a 1775 writer described colonial work.

SECTION 1
One Coast, Different Conditions
Mercantilism - An imperial system that directed colonial trade to increase the parent country's wealth
Climate - The length and reliability of growing seasons
 
SECTION 2
New England: Sea, Timber, and Household Plots
Subsistence farming - Raising food mainly to feed a household rather than to sell for profit
Forest - Timber supplied boards, masts, and shipbuilding material
 
SECTION 3
Middle Colonies: Grain and Market Towns
Staple crop - A major product produced in large amounts for a region's trade
Cash crop - A crop grown mainly to be sold rather than consumed by the grower
 
SECTION 4
Southern Colonies: Tobacco, Rice, and Indigo
Tobacco, rice, and indigo brought revenue from distant buyers.
Long growing seasons supported tobacco and, farther south, rice and indigo.
 
SECTION 5
Labor Was Not One System
Large estates organized land and workers for saleable output.
Large landholdings concentrated authority.
 
SECTION 6
Connecting Colonies to Atlantic Markets
Triangular trade - A network of Atlantic routes linking Europe, Africa, the Americas, and the Caribbean
Regional economy - The pattern of work, production, and trade that develops in a particular area
 
SECTION 7
Read a Map as an Argument
2. Find exchange: Port - A coastal or river city where ships load, unload, and exchange goods.
1. Source it: John Mitchell made the map for a British imperial audience in 1755.
Note: Deck page 10 is the full-page map; record map observations in Section 7.
 
SECTION 8
Who Wrote American Husbandry?
Plantation - A large agricultural estate organized to produce crops for sale with a controlled labor force
Publication - A two-volume work issued in London in 1775 under the description 'by an American'
 
SECTION 9
Three Passages, Three Patterns
Indentured servant: A worker bound by contract to labor for a set term, often in exchange for passage
New England: Fishery, ships, livestock, and timber show mixed production
 
SECTION 10
Why Economic Patterns Diverged
4. Labor and law: Chattel slavery - A hereditary system that legally treated enslaved people as property for life.
3. Markets: Merchants and imperial rules connected local goods to distant buyers.
2. Production and land: Colonial production expanded on Indigenous homelands through purchases, coercive law, broken agreements, and violence.
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