	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE WORLD OF HOMER - MYCENAEAN GREECE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The World of Homer: Mycenaean Greece


On-slide summary: The World of Homer: Mycenaean Greece; The real Bronze Age world behind the epics - myth vs. history.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the movie hook only as a fact: Christopher Nolan's The Odyssey came out in July 2026. Then pivot fast - the film is legend, but the real Bronze Age world behind Homer is the actual subject today.
•  Plant the driving question: how do we know anything real about a world Homer described centuries after it vanished? Tell students the answer is archaeology - walls, gold, and Linear B tablets.
	
	•  Preview the myth-vs-history frame that runs through every slide: Mycenae was real, but the giants, gods, and heroes of the epics are poetic memory, not documentary record.
•  Preview the primary source: the lesson ends with Pausanias, a real traveler who walked the ruins of Mycenae, whose description students will read and analyze.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The World of Homer: Mycenaean Greece classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The World of Homer: Mycenaean Greece in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The World of Homer: Mycenaean Greece



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain who the Mycenaeans were and how their world lies behind Homer's epics; Describe the archaeology of Mycenae - the walls, the gold, and Linear B
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each target aloud. Target 1 (who the Mycenaeans were) maps to slides 3-5; Target 2 (the archaeology) maps to slides 6-11; Target 3 (myth vs. history) maps to slides 12-14.
•  Tell students Target 3 is the thinking skill of the whole unit: knowing the difference between what archaeology proves and what a poem remembers.
	
	•  Connect targets to the assessments: the 10-question quiz hits Targets 1 and 2 hardest; the activity's Primary Source Spotlight on Pausanias exercises Target 3.
•  Pose a preview question: if a poet wrote about your town 500 years from now, what parts would be true and what parts would turn into legend? Hold that idea for the Pausanias reading.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Explain who the Mycenaeans were and how their world lies behind Homer's epics



	SLIDE 3
	Homer and the Real World Behind the Epics


On-slide summary: Homer and the Real World Behind the Epics; Key Concept: HOMER composed the Iliad and the Odyssey about the 8th century BCE - centuries after the real Mycenaean world had already fallen.; Homer and the Epics
TALKING POINTS
	•  Anchor the headline from the callout: HOMER composed the Iliad and the Odyssey about the 8th century BCE, centuries after Mycenae fell. He was not an eyewitness.
•  Draw the timeline on the board: Mycenaean world ends about 1100 BCE, Homer composes about the 8th century BCE - a gap of roughly 300 years. Ask what happens to a story over 300 years of retelling.
	
	•  Define the myth-vs-history frame in the right column: the Bronze Age world was real, but the heroes and gods are poetic memory. Archaeology is how we test the poems.
•  Discussion question: can a poem still be useful evidence to a historian even if it is not literally true? Push students toward 'cultural memory.'



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Homer and the Real World Behind the Epics classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Homer and the Real World Behind the Epics in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Homer and the Real World Behind the Epics



	SLIDE 4
	The Mycenaeans: A Real Bronze Age World


On-slide summary: The Mycenaeans: A Real Bronze Age World; Mycenaean civilization; MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATION was the powerful Bronze Age Greek culture (about 1600 to 1100 BCE) centered on fortified palace-citadels like Mycenae, Tiryns, and Pylos
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define MYCENAEAN CIVILIZATION from the callout: a real Bronze Age Greek world, about 1600 to 1100 BCE, built around fortified palace-citadels.
•  Define the BRONZE AGE plainly: the era when tools and weapons were made mainly of bronze. In Greece it ended around 1100 BCE, centuries before Homer.
	
	•  Stress the 'real world' row: this was an actual wealthy, warlike society - the archaeology proves it - not something Homer made up. That sets up every later slide.
•  Extension: have students locate Mycenae, Tiryns, and Pylos on a map of the Peloponnese to see how these palace-citadels were spread across southern Greece.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Mycenaeans: A Real Bronze Age World classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Mycenaeans: A Real Bronze Age World in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Mycenaeans: A Real Bronze Age World



	SLIDE 5
	Mycenae: Citadel of a Warrior-King


On-slide summary: Mycenae: Citadel of a Warrior-King; Key Concept: MYCENAE was a fortified citadel ruled by a WANAX - the warrior-king who controlled the palace and its wealth.; The Citadel of Mycenae
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define MYCENAE from the callout: the fortified citadel in the Peloponnese that gave its name to the whole Mycenaean civilization. It sits high above the plain of Argos.
•  Define the WANAX in the right column: the Mycenaean word for the supreme king who ruled the palace-citadel and its economy - land, workshops, stored goods, and tribute.
	
	•  Connect the burials to wealth: kings were buried with gold, weapons, and masks. That gold is the evidence students will meet two slides from now in the shaft graves.
•  Discussion question: how is a wanax who controls the economy different from a modern elected leader? Push students to see a king who owned the wealth of his kingdom.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mycenae: Citadel of a Warrior-King classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Mycenae: Citadel of a Warrior-King in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Mycenae: Citadel of a Warrior-King



	SLIDE 6
	The Cyclopean Walls and the Lion Gate


On-slide summary: The Cyclopean Walls and the Lion Gate; Cyclopean walls; The CYCLOPEAN WALLS were the massive stone walls of Mycenae, built of boulders so large that later Greeks believed only the giant CYCLOPES could have lifted them
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define CYCLOPEAN WALLS from the callout: the massive stone walls of Mycenae, built of boulders so huge that later Greeks thought only the giant Cyclopes could have lifted them.
•  Make it the model myth-vs-history example: the walls are real; the Cyclopes are a folk explanation. Ask students why people invent giants to explain what they cannot picture humans doing.
	
	•  Define the LION GATE: the main gate, topped by a carved relief of two lions flanking a column - often called the oldest monumental sculpture in Europe. Prepare students for the photo next slide.
•  Discussion question: when you see the walls in the photo, decide for yourself - do they look like something ordinary workers could build, or can you see why people imagined giants?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Cyclopean Walls and the Lion Gate classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Cyclopean Walls and the Lion Gate in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Cyclopean Walls and the Lion Gate



	SLIDE 7
	The Lion Gate at Mycenae


On-slide summary: The Lion Gate at Mycenae; The Lion Gate relief at Mycenae: two lionesses flanking a central column; the two carved lionesses
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students look at the Lion Gate relief for 30 seconds before you speak. Then ask what they notice about the two carved lionesses standing on either side of the central column.
•  Connect the image to slide 6: this is the famous relief carved above the Lion Gate - often called the oldest monumental sculpture in Europe. The two lionesses flank a central column on an altar.
	
	•  Point out how the two carved lionesses of the relief stand on either side of the central column, then note the massive stone blocks framing the Lion Gate - the huge stones that made later Greeks credit the giant Cyclopes.
•  Discussion prompt: this relief has watched over the gate for over 3,000 years. What does the skill of the carving tell you about the real Mycenaeans behind Homer's legends?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Lion Gate at Mycenae classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Lion Gate at Mycenae in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Lion Gate at Mycenae



	SLIDE 8
	The Shaft Graves and the Gold of Mycenae


On-slide summary: The Shaft Graves and the Gold of Mycenae; Fact: The 'MASK OF AGAMEMNON' is Schliemann's 1876 nickname - the mask is ~300 years too old to be Agamemnon's.; The Shaft Graves
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define SHAFT GRAVES from the left column: deep rectangular tombs cut into the rock, which Schliemann excavated at Mycenae in 1876 and found full of gold.
•  Handle the 'Mask of Agamemnon' with the honesty check on the callout: it is Schliemann's 1876 NICKNAME. The mask dates to about 1550 BCE, roughly 300 years too early to be Agamemnon's.
	
	•  Separate fact from label out loud: the gold mask is real, and it is genuinely Mycenaean - but the NAME connecting it to Agamemnon is a modern guess, not evidence. Never tell students it shows Agamemnon.
•  Discussion question: why would an archaeologist give a find a famous legendary name? What does that tell you about how discoveries get turned into stories?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Shaft Graves and the Gold of Mycenae classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Shaft Graves and the Gold of Mycenae in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Shaft Graves and the Gold of Mycenae



	SLIDE 9
	The 'Mask of Agamemnon'


On-slide summary: The 'Mask of Agamemnon'; A gold Mycenaean funeral mask Schliemann nicknamed the 'Mask of Agamemnon'; hammered gold face
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students look at the gold mask for 30 seconds. Then ask what they notice about the hammered gold face, the beard, and the closed eyes made to cover a dead king.
•  Repeat the honesty anchor while the image is up: this is a real Mycenaean mask, but the name 'Mask of Agamemnon' is Schliemann's 1876 nickname, not proof it shows Agamemnon.
	
	•  Connect the image to slide 8: this gold came out of the shaft graves and shows how wealthy the Mycenaean kings really were - the archaeology, separate from the legend.
•  Discussion prompt: the object is real but the name is a guess. How is that a perfect example of the myth-vs-history problem in this whole lesson?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The 'Mask of Agamemnon' classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The 'Mask of Agamemnon' in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The 'Mask of Agamemnon'



	SLIDE 10
	Linear B: Inventories, Not Epics


On-slide summary: Linear B: Inventories, Not Epics; Linear B; LINEAR B was the earliest written Greek, pressed onto clay tablets to record inventories, goods, and offerings
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define LINEAR B from the callout: the earliest written Greek, pressed onto clay tablets, that records inventories and offerings - administration, not poetry.
•  Correct the common assumption directly: the tablets do NOT contain Homer's stories. They list sheep, grain, bronze, and offerings. Ask students why boring lists are still exciting evidence.
	
	•  Credit the decipherment: Michael Ventris cracked Linear B in 1952 and proved it was early Greek. That is how we know Mycenaeans spoke a form of Greek.
•  Discussion question: what can an inventory of sheep and grain tell a historian that a heroic poem cannot? Push students toward economy, organization, and literacy.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Linear B: Inventories, Not Epics classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Linear B: Inventories, Not Epics in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Linear B: Inventories, Not Epics



	SLIDE 11
	The Tholos Tombs: The 'Treasuries' of Mycenae


On-slide summary: The Tholos Tombs: The 'Treasuries' of Mycenae; Key Concept: THOLOS TOMBS were beehive-shaped royal tombs; the grandest is the 'TREASURY of Atreus,' misnamed by later Greeks.; The Beehive Tombs
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define THOLOS TOMBS from the callout: large beehive-shaped royal tombs built of stone rings that narrow to a point, grander than the earlier shaft graves.
•  Explain the misnamed 'Treasury of Atreus': later Greeks assumed the huge chamber held gold, so they called it a treasury. It was really a tomb - another myth-vs-history label.
	
	•  Bridge to the primary source: tell students Pausanias described these same underground 'treasuries' when he walked the ruins, so they will recognize them in the reading.
•  Extension: have students compare a beehive tholos tomb to the earlier shaft graves and describe how royal burials became grander over time.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Tholos Tombs: The 'Treasuries' of Mycenae classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Tholos Tombs: The 'Treasuries' of Mycenae in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Tholos Tombs: The 'Treasuries' of Mycenae



	SLIDE 12
	The Trojan War: Myth, Memory, and Schliemann


On-slide summary: The Trojan War: Myth, Memory, and Schliemann; The Trojan War; The TROJAN WAR was the legendary war between the Greeks and the city of Troy told in Homer's Iliad
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the TROJAN WAR from the callout: the legendary war between the Greeks and Troy told in Homer's Iliad. Legendary is the key word.
•  Explain Schliemann's Troy: he dug at the real site in the 1870s and found a Bronze Age city, but finding Troy does not prove the war happened as Homer described it.
	
	•  Land the 'poetic memory' row: the Iliad is a distant memory, not a news report. A real conflict may lie behind it, but the poem is not evidence of the details.
•  Discussion question: if you found the real ruins of a city from a legend, would that prove the legend was true? Have students explain the difference between a real place and a true story.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Trojan War: Myth, Memory, and Schliemann classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Trojan War: Myth, Memory, and Schliemann in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Trojan War: Myth, Memory, and Schliemann



	SLIDE 13
	Pausanias: A Late Eyewitness to the Ruins


On-slide summary: Pausanias: A Late Eyewitness to the Ruins; Fact: PAUSANIAS visited ~1,400 years after Mycenae fell - a late eyewitness to the RUINS, not to Mycenaean life.; Pausanias the Traveler
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define PAUSANIAS from the left column: a Greek traveler of the 2nd century CE who wrote a guidebook to the ruins of Greece and walked Mycenae himself.
•  Nail the honesty check on the callout: he visited about 1,400 years AFTER Mycenae fell. He is a late eyewitness to the RUINS, not to the living Mycenaean world.
	
	•  Preview the reading: Pausanias saw the very Lion Gate, walls, and 'treasuries' students just studied, and recorded both what he saw and the legends locals told him.
•  Discussion question: how is an eyewitness to ancient ruins different from an eyewitness to the events themselves? Connect it to Homer, who was also not there.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Pausanias: A Late Eyewitness to the Ruins classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Pausanias: A Late Eyewitness to the Ruins in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Pausanias: A Late Eyewitness to the Ruins



	SLIDE 14
	Myth vs. History: What the Evidence Shows


On-slide summary: Myth vs. History: What the Evidence Shows; Was Mycenae real?; A golden kingdom of heroes
TALKING POINTS
	•  Use the table as the lesson's summary. Walk each row contrasting MYTH (Homer's epics) with HISTORY (the archaeology) so students see the two columns side by side.
•  Land the big idea from the callout: ARCHAEOLOGY gives the real Bronze Age; HOMER preserves a distant MYTH. Both are evidence, but they are not the same thing.
	
	•  Point to the 'who built the walls' row as the sharpest example: real walls, mythical giant builders. It captures the whole unit in one line.
•  Discussion question: which column would you trust to tell you how many sheep a king owned, and which to tell you what people believed and valued? Show that each source answers different questions.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Myth vs. History: What the Evidence Shows classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Myth vs. History: What the Evidence Shows in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Myth vs. History: What the Evidence Shows



	SLIDE 15
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; MYCENAE was a real Bronze Age citadel - the world behind Homer's epics; The CYCLOPEAN WALLS, LION GATE, and shaft-grave gold are real archaeology
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each takeaway aloud as closure, pausing so students can copy them: Mycenae was real; the walls, Lion Gate, and gold are archaeology; Linear B is inventories; Homer is memory.
•  Reinforce the two honesty anchors one last time: the 'Mask of Agamemnon' is a Schliemann nickname, and Linear B records administration, not epics.
	
	•  Send students into the activity with the driving question: what can Pausanias, walking the ruins 1,400 years later, actually tell us - and what is just the legend he heard?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: MYCENAE was a real Bronze Age citadel - the world behind Homer's epics
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