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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain who the Mycenaeans were and how their real Bronze Age world lies behind Homer's epics
2. Describe the archaeology of Mycenae - the Cyclopean walls and Lion Gate, the shaft-grave gold, and the Linear B tablets - and what each does and does not tell us
3. Analyze how historians separate the real Bronze Age past from the later poetic memory preserved in myth

SECTION 1
Homer and the Real World Behind the Epics
Myth vs. History
               was the poet credited with the Iliad and the Odyssey, epics composed around the 8th century BCE - centuries after the Mycenaean world had fallen.
               century BCE is roughly when Homer's epics were composed, long after the Mycenaean world fell.
               and history are what this unit separates: the epics are one, the real Bronze Age is the other.
 
SECTION 2
The Mycenaeans: A Real Bronze Age World
A Real Civilization
               civilization was the powerful Bronze Age Greek culture (about 1600 to 1100 BCE) centered on fortified palace-citadels.
               AGE was the era when tools and weapons were made mainly of bronze; in Greece it ended around 1100 BCE, centuries before Homer.
               to 1100 BCE is roughly the span when Mycenaean civilization flourished across mainland Greece.
 
SECTION 3
Mycenae: Citadel of a Warrior-King
The Citadel and Its King
               was the fortified Bronze Age citadel in the Peloponnese that gave its name to Mycenaean civilization.
               was the Mycenaean word for the supreme king who ruled a palace-citadel and its economy.
               kings ruled Mycenae from a walled palace and were buried with gold, weapons, and masks.
 
SECTION 4
The Cyclopean Walls and the Lion Gate
The Defenses of Mycenae
               WALLS were the massive stone walls of Mycenae, built of boulders so large that later Greeks believed only the giant Cyclopes could have lifted them.
               GATE was the main gate into the citadel, crowned by a carved stone relief of two lions flanking a central column.
               were the giants later Greeks imagined building the walls - a folk explanation, not real history.
 
SECTION 5
The Shaft Graves and the Gold of Mycenae
Gold and a Famous Nickname
               GRAVES were deep rectangular tombs cut into the rock at Mycenae, which Schliemann found filled with gold masks and weapons.
               was the 19th-century archaeologist who excavated Mycenae in 1876 and nicknamed a gold funeral mask for Agamemnon.
               of Agamemnon is the modern nickname Schliemann gave the gold mask - a label, not proof it shows Agamemnon.
 
SECTION 6
Linear B: Inventories, Not Epics
The Earliest Written Greek
               B was the earliest written Greek, pressed onto clay tablets to record inventories and offerings - administration, not poetry.
               Ventris deciphered the Linear B script in 1952, proving it was an early form of Greek.
              , goods, and offerings are what the Linear B tablets list - not Homer's epics.
 
SECTION 7
The Tholos Tombs: The "Treasuries" of Mycenae
The Beehive Tombs
               TOMBS were large beehive-shaped stone tombs the Mycenaeans built for their rulers.
               of Atreus is the name later Greeks gave the greatest beehive tomb at Mycenae, thinking it held gold.
              -shaped is the design of a tholos tomb, built of stone rings that narrow to a point.
 
SECTION 8
The Trojan War: Myth, Memory, and Schliemann
Real Places, Poetic Story
               WAR was the legendary war between the Greeks and the city of Troy told in Homer's Iliad.
               also dug at Troy in the 1870s, believing Homer's epics pointed to real places.
               memory is what the Iliad preserves - a distant echo, not a documentary record of any real war.
 
SECTION 9
Pausanias: A Late Eyewitness to the Ruins
A Traveler at the Ruins
               was a Greek traveler of the 2nd century CE whose Description of Greece records the ruins of Mycenae, already ancient in his day.
               years, roughly, separate Pausanias' visit from the fall of Mycenae's palace world.
               were already ancient in Pausanias' day - the walls, the Lion Gate, and the tombs he saw.
 
SECTION 10
Myth vs. History: What the Evidence Shows
Keeping Them Apart
               is useful cultural evidence, but Homer's epics are not a documentary record of the Bronze Age.
               gives us the real Bronze Age - the walls, the gold, and the Linear B tablets.
               is not an eyewitness; he composed his epics centuries after Mycenae had fallen.
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