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SECTION 3
V-E Day and the War That Continued
The War in Spring 1945
Germany's surrender took effect on May 8, 1945, ending fighting in Europe.
The Western Allies mark this day as V-E Day, Victory in Europe Day.
Japan kept fighting for three more months after Germany surrendered.
 
SECTION 4
The Potsdam Conference
Who Met, and Why
The Potsdam Conference ran from July 17 to August 2, 1945, before Germany's occupation began.
Near the German city of Berlin, Allied leaders planned how to occupy and govern defeated Germany.
Partway through the conference, Churchill was replaced by Attlee, who continued the talks.
 
SECTION 5
The Potsdam Declaration
The Ultimatum to Japan
The Potsdam Declaration was issued on July 26, 1945, demanding Japan's unconditional surrender.
It demanded the unconditional surrender of Japan's armed forces.
It warned of prompt and utter destruction if Japan refused.
 
SECTION 6
Words to Know: The Path to Surrender
Four Words for the Road to Surrender
V-E Day - Victory in Europe Day, May 8, 1945, marking Germany's surrender to the Allies
Potsdam Conference - The July-August 1945 meeting near Berlin where Truman, Churchill/Attlee, and Stalin planned the postwar treatment of Germany
Potsdam Declaration - The July 26, 1945 Allied ultimatum demanding Japan's unconditional surrender or face prompt and utter destruction
Instrument of Surrender - The document Japanese and Allied representatives signed aboard the USS Missouri on September 2, 1945, formally ending World War II
 
SECTION 7
Japan Announces Surrender
The August 15 Broadcast
Emperor Hirohito recorded Japan's surrender message on August 14, 1945.
The broadcast aired to the Japanese public on August 15, a day after it was recorded.
It was the first time most citizens had ever heard the emperor's voice, who called for endurance.
 
SECTION 8
September 2, 1945: The Formal Surrender
The Ceremony Aboard the Missouri
The formal surrender ceremony took place aboard the USS Missouri, anchored in Tokyo Bay.
The ship was anchored in Tokyo Bay, where the Instrument of Surrender was signed.
General MacArthur signed the document for the Allied Powers.
 
SECTION 10
The Allied Occupation of Japan
Governing Postwar Japan
As Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP), MacArthur led Japan's occupation.
Japan's occupation ran from 1945 until 1952, when Allied control formally ended.
Japan's new constitution, including Article 9, took effect in 1947, renouncing war as policy.
 
SECTION 11
Germany Divided: Four Occupation Zones
Splitting Defeated Germany
Defeated Germany was divided into four occupation zones.
Berlin was divided the same way despite sitting inside the Soviet zone, a later flashpoint.
Occupying powers began denazification and rebuilding in their zones.
 
SECTION 12
Words to Know: Justice After War
Three Words for Occupation and Justice
Occupation Zone - One of the four areas Germany was divided into after surrender, each administered by a different Allied power
Nuremberg Trials - The 1945-1946 tribunal at Nuremberg, Germany, that prosecuted top Nazi leaders for war crimes
Crimes Against Humanity - A legal charge created at Nuremberg for atrocities committed against civilian populations, separate from ordinary war crimes
 
SECTION 13
The Nuremberg Trials
Trying Nazi Leaders
Allied judges tried top Nazi leaders at Nuremberg from 1945 to 1946, closing the trial.
The main case was heard by the International Military Tribunal (IMT), with judges from four Allied nations.
Twelve defendants were sentenced to death at Nuremberg.
 
SECTION 14
The Tokyo Tribunal
Trying Japan's Wartime Leaders
The Tokyo Tribunal opened in 1946, with judges from eleven Allied nations.
Former Prime Minister Tojo was sentenced to death at Tokyo.
Proceedings at Tokyo continued until November 1948, far longer than Nuremberg's trial.
 
SECTION 15
Words to Know: Building the Postwar World
Three Words for the Postwar World
Tokyo Tribunal - The 1946-1948 International Military Tribunal for the Far East, which prosecuted Japan's wartime leaders in Tokyo
United Nations - The international organization founded in 1945 to prevent future wars and promote cooperation among nations
Demobilization - The process of releasing millions of soldiers from military service and returning them to civilian life after the war
 
SECTION 16
Founding the United Nations
The Charter of 1945
Fifty nations signed the UN Charter in San Francisco on June 26, 1945, creating the United Nations.
The United Nations officially began operating on October 24, 1945, still marked as UN Day.
The Security Council gave five permanent members veto power over major decisions.
 
SECTION 17
Counting the War's Toll
The Human Cost, in Ranges
Scholars estimate 70 to 85 million people died in World War II.
Displaced persons in Europe alone numbered about 40 million, a separate refugee crisis.
Historians give these figures as ranges rather than exact counts.
 
SECTION 18
Coming Home: Demobilization and Rebuilding
Bringing Soldiers Home
Demobilization means releasing soldiers from military service to civilian life.
The United States discharged over ten million troops by 1946.
The U.S. funded European reconstruction through the Marshall Plan of 1948.
 
SECTION 19
The Postwar Balance Sheet
What Was Achieved, What Was Not
War-crimes tribunals set precedents still used in international law today.
Germany's occupation zones later hardened into a Cold War divide, one unresolved tension.
Exact death tolls from the war remain estimates, not settled facts.
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