	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE TROJAN WAR - MYTH VS. HISTORY


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Trojan War: Myth vs. History


On-slide summary: The Trojan War: Myth vs. History; Did it really happen? Weighing the evidence behind Homer's epic.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the movie hook only as a fact: Christopher Nolan's The Odyssey came out July 17, 2026. Clarify it is The Odyssey, not a Troy film - the Trojan War is the backstory the hero is returning home from. Do not screen it (rated R).
•  Pose the driving question in plain terms: did the Trojan War really happen, or is it just a story? Tell students the honest answer is 'let's weigh the evidence,' not a simple yes or no.
	
	•  Frame students as investigators, not spectators: over the lesson they will judge destruction layers, Hittite records, the Bronze Age collapse, and Homer's poems.
•  Preview the primary source: the lesson ends with Herodotus, a 5th-century-BCE historian who himself questioned Homer's account - a model of the evidence-weighing students will practice.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Trojan War: Myth vs. History classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Trojan War: Myth vs. History in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Trojan War: Myth vs. History



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain the question and why historians weigh evidence, not declare a verdict; Describe the main lines of evidence and what each can and cannot show
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each target aloud. Target 1 (the question) maps to slides 3-4; Target 2 (the evidence) maps to slides 5-11; Target 3 (source-checking) maps to slides 12-14.
•  Tell students Target 3 is the real skill of the unit: judging what a source can and cannot show, exactly what Herodotus does with the Helen story.
	
	•  Connect targets to the assessments: the 10-question quiz hits Targets 1 and 2 hardest; the activity's Primary Source Spotlight on Herodotus exercises Target 3.
•  Warn students against the trap of wanting a simple yes or no. Ask: what would it even take to PROVE a ten-year war from 3,000 years ago? Hold that question for the evidence slides.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Explain the question and why historians weigh evidence, not declare a verdict



	SLIDE 3
	Did the Trojan War Really Happen?


On-slide summary: Did the Trojan War Really Happen?; Key Concept: The TROJAN WAR is a legendary ten-year war in Homer's Iliad. This lesson does not declare it true or false - it WEIGHS the evidence.; The Legend
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the TROJAN WAR from the callout: the legendary ten-year war between the Greeks and Troy in Homer's Iliad. Legendary is the operative word.
•  Make the thesis explicit: we are weighing evidence, not declaring a verdict. Write MYTH vs. HISTORY on the board and keep returning to it.
	
	•  Pre-empt frustration: some students will want a yes or no. Tell them 'we don't know for certain, and here is exactly why' is a strong, honest historical answer.
•  Discussion question: what is the difference between a famous story and a proven fact? Ask for a modern example of a story everyone 'knows' that may not be exactly true.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Did the Trojan War Really Happen? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Did the Trojan War Really Happen? in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Did the Trojan War Really Happen?



	SLIDE 4
	Homer's Epics: Poetry, Not Reportage


On-slide summary: Homer's Epics: Poetry, Not Reportage; Homer; HOMER was the poet credited with the Iliad and the Odyssey, epics composed around the 8th century BCE
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define HOMER from the callout: the poet credited with the Iliad and the Odyssey, composing around the 8th century BCE - centuries after any events around 1200 BCE.
•  Draw the timeline: possible war ~1200 BCE, Homer ~8th century BCE, a gap of roughly 400 years. Ask what happens to a story told and retold for 400 years.
	
	•  Define ORAL TRADITION plainly: stories passed by word of mouth for generations, shifting each time, long before writing. That is how the epics were shaped.
•  Discussion question: think of a family story retold for even 50 years. How much might change? Now stretch that to centuries - that is the problem with treating Homer as a report.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Homer's Epics: Poetry, Not Reportage classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Homer's Epics: Poetry, Not Reportage in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Homer's Epics: Poetry, Not Reportage



	SLIDE 5
	Hisarlik: The Hill That Might Be Troy


On-slide summary: Hisarlik: The Hill That Might Be Troy; Key Concept: HISARLIK, a hill in NW Turkey, holds NINE stacked settlement levels (Troy I-IX); TROY VI (~1300 BCE) was a real, strongly fortified city.; A Real Place
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define HISARLIK from the callout: the hill in northwest Turkey whose ruins most archaeologists identify as Troy. Emphasize that this is a real, excavated place.
•  Make the stacked layers concrete: nine major building levels, Troy I to IX, piled up because each city was rebuilt on the rubble of the last over thousands of years.
	
	•  Introduce TROY VI as a real, strongly fortified city around 1300 BCE with thick sloping walls - genuine evidence that an important city stood here.
•  Guard against overreach: finding a real, strong city supports a real Troy, but does not by itself prove the ten-year war. Prepare students to see the walls next slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Hisarlik: The Hill That Might Be Troy classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Hisarlik: The Hill That Might Be Troy in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Hisarlik: The Hill That Might Be Troy



	SLIDE 6
	The Walls of Troy VI at Hisarlik


On-slide summary: The Walls of Troy VI at Hisarlik; The excavated fortification walls of Troy VI at Hisarlik, Turkey; the thick sloping stone wall
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students look at the Troy VI walls for 30 seconds before you speak. Then ask what they notice about the thickness and the slope of the stone wall.
•  Connect the image to slide 5: these are the real fortification walls of Troy VI, around 1300 BCE - proof that a strong, wealthy city genuinely stood at Hisarlik.
	
	•  Push the honesty point while the image is up: a strong wall proves a real fortress, but it does not tell us who attacked it, when, or whether Homer's ten-year war happened.
•  Discussion prompt: if you were an archaeologist and found these walls, what could you honestly claim, and what would you still not be able to prove?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Walls of Troy VI at Hisarlik classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Walls of Troy VI at Hisarlik in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Walls of Troy VI at Hisarlik



	SLIDE 7
	Troy's Destruction Layers: VI and VIIa


On-slide summary: Troy's Destruction Layers: VI and VIIa; Troy VI; TROY VI (around 1300 BCE) was the strong, prosperous city whose walls were damaged - many scholars think by an earthquake, not a war
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define TROY VI from the callout: the strong city around 1300 BCE whose walls were damaged - and stress that many scholars blame an earthquake, not a war.
•  Define TROY VIIa: the poorer rebuild around 1180 BCE that shows burning and violent destruction, which SOME scholars link to a war. Note the word 'some.'
	
	•  Land the honesty anchor hard: scholars disagree about which layer, if any, is Homer's Troy. The destruction is real; tying it to Homer's specific war is not established.
•  Correct the common shortcut out loud: do not say 'Troy VIIa is the Trojan War.' Say 'Troy VIIa is one candidate that some scholars propose.' Have students practice that phrasing.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Troy's Destruction Layers: VI and VIIa classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Troy's Destruction Layers: VI and VIIa in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Troy's Destruction Layers: VI and VIIa



	SLIDE 8
	The Hisarlik Excavation Site


On-slide summary: The Hisarlik Excavation Site; Hisarlik (Troy): stacked ruined walls from many settlement layers; walls from different periods
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students study the site for 30 seconds. Ask what they notice about walls sitting at different heights across the excavated mound.
•  Connect the image to slide 7: those stacked walls are the Troy I-IX layers - the physical evidence that a city here was destroyed and rebuilt many times.
	
	•  Reinforce the honesty anchor: the layers prove repeated destruction, but the photo cannot tell us which destruction, if any, was Homer's war.
•  Discussion prompt: an archaeologist reads a site like a stack of pages. What can the stack tell you, and what does it leave out about the story of any one page?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Hisarlik Excavation Site classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Hisarlik Excavation Site in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Hisarlik Excavation Site



	SLIDE 9
	Schliemann Digs for Homer's Troy


On-slide summary: Schliemann Digs for Homer's Troy; Fact: SCHLIEMANN dug at Hisarlik in the 1870s seeking Homer's Troy; his 'Priam's Treasure' is more than a thousand years too old for the epic war.; The Man Who Dug for Troy
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define SCHLIEMANN from the callout: the 19th-century businessman-archaeologist who dug at Hisarlik in the 1870s believing he had found Homer's Troy.
•  Credit the real contribution: his work helped prove that a genuine, important city had stood on the hill. That part is solid evidence.
	
	•  Handle 'Priam's Treasure' honestly: he named a gold hoard for King Priam, but it is more than a thousand years too old for the epic war, so the name is a guess, not proof.
•  Discussion question: Schliemann wanted so badly for the legend to be true that he saw Priam everywhere. How can wanting a story to be true bias even a real scientist?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Schliemann Digs for Homer's Troy classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Schliemann Digs for Homer's Troy in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Schliemann Digs for Homer's Troy



	SLIDE 10
	Hittite Clues: Wilusa and Ahhiyawa


On-slide summary: Hittite Clues: Wilusa and Ahhiyawa; Wilusa; WILUSA is a city named in Hittite records, widely thought to be the same place the Greeks called (W)Ilios or Troy
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define WILUSA from the callout: a city in Hittite records widely thought to be (W)Ilios or Troy - the names sound strikingly alike.
•  Define AHHIYAWA: a power in Hittite texts, plausibly the Mycenaean Greeks, the Achaeans Homer names. Independent, non-Greek evidence.
	
	•  Note the mentioned conflict around Wilusa involving Ahhiyawa - real friction in the region - then hold the line: suggestive correlation, not proof of Homer's war.
•  Discussion question: why is a record written by a totally separate people (the Hittites) more persuasive than a Greek poem - and why is even that still not proof of the epic's story?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Hittite Clues: Wilusa and Ahhiyawa classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Hittite Clues: Wilusa and Ahhiyawa in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Hittite Clues: Wilusa and Ahhiyawa



	SLIDE 11
	The Mycenaean Greeks and the Bronze Age Collapse


On-slide summary: The Mycenaean Greeks and the Bronze Age Collapse; Key Concept: The MYCENAEAN GREEKS fell in the BRONZE AGE COLLAPSE (~1200 BCE) - a wide systems-collapse, NOT proof of a siege of Troy.; The Greeks of the Epic
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the MYCENAEAN GREEKS from the callout: the real Bronze Age people of mainland Greece, the Achaeans Homer names as Troy's attackers.
•  Define the BRONZE AGE COLLAPSE: around 1200 BCE, Mycenaean palaces burned or were abandoned and many eastern Mediterranean cities fell together.
	
	•  Stop the tempting shortcut: this is a wide systems-collapse with many debated causes, NOT evidence of a single ten-year siege of Troy.
•  Connect to Homer: the collapse ended the palace world, which is why Homer centuries later remembered a lost heroic age. Memory of a lost age is not the same as a record of the war.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Mycenaean Greeks and the Bronze Age Collapse classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Mycenaean Greeks and the Bronze Age Collapse in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Mycenaean Greeks and the Bronze Age Collapse



	SLIDE 12
	Herodotus Questions Homer


On-slide summary: Herodotus Questions Homer; Fact: HERODOTUS (5th century BCE) questioned Homer and reported an Egyptian tradition that HELEN was in Egypt, not Troy - a variant, not proof.; The Father of History
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define HERODOTUS from the callout: a 5th-century-BCE Greek writer, the 'father of history,' who investigated stories and checked them against evidence.
•  Explain the Helen-in-Egypt tradition: Egyptian priests told him Helen never reached Troy but was held in Egypt the whole war. Herodotus found it reasonable.
	
	•  Give his reasoning: he argued Troy would have returned Helen rather than be destroyed for her - a piece of logical evidence-weighing, not a new proof.
•  Hold the honesty line: this is a variant tradition, not the true story. Its value is showing an ancient historian source-checking Homer - the exact skill of this unit. Preview the reading.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Herodotus Questions Homer classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Herodotus Questions Homer in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Herodotus Questions Homer



	SLIDE 13
	Weighing the Evidence


On-slide summary: Weighing the Evidence; Destruction layers at Hisarlik; A real city, destroyed more than once
TALKING POINTS
	•  Use the table as the lesson's evidence summary. Walk each row across both columns so students see what every source CAN and CANNOT show.
•  Land the big idea from the callout: no single piece of evidence proves the war happened as Homer told it - so historians weigh sources instead of declaring a verdict.
	
	•  Point to the destruction-layers row as the sharpest case: a real city destroyed many times, but no proof of which fall was Homer's - the whole debate in one line.
•  Discussion question: if you had to write one honest sentence about whether the Trojan War happened, what would it say? Push students to include both 'a real city' and 'not proven as Homer told it.'



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Weighing the Evidence classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Weighing the Evidence in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Weighing the Evidence



	SLIDE 14
	Myth vs. History: What We Can and Cannot Say


On-slide summary: Myth vs. History: What We Can and Cannot Say; Myth vs. history; MYTH VS. HISTORY is the skill of telling the poetic story apart from what the evidence can actually support
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define MYTH VS. HISTORY from the callout: the skill of separating the poetic story from what the evidence can actually support.
•  State the CAN clearly: a real, fortified Troy existed at Hisarlik and was destroyed more than once - archaeology supports it. Students should say this with confidence.
	
	•  State the CANNOT clearly: a Homeric-scale ten-year Panhellenic war, exactly as the Iliad describes, is not established. Students should say this with equal care.
•  Model the honest position: frame the question, present the evidence, and let the evidence set the limits. That balance is the takeaway skill of the whole unit.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Myth vs. History: What We Can and Cannot Say classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Myth vs. History: What We Can and Cannot Say in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Myth vs. History: What We Can and Cannot Say



	SLIDE 15
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; A REAL fortified Troy existed at HISARLIK and was destroyed more than once; The city fell more than once; which layer is Homer's war is DEBATED
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight the key distinction as you read the takeaways aloud: we can say confidently a real fortified Troy at Hisarlik was destroyed more than once, but which layer - if any - is Homer's war is debated.
•  Contrast the two kinds of evidence one last time: the Hittite records and the Bronze Age collapse are suggestive clues, whereas Homer wrote centuries later - so historians weigh the evidence instead of declaring a verdict.
	
	•  Pose the closing question before the activity: if a real city was destroyed at Hisarlik, why can't we simply say Homer's Trojan War happened? Tie this to the Spotlight ahead, where Herodotus questions Homer and weighs the evidence.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: A REAL fortified Troy existed at HISARLIK and was destroyed more than once
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