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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain the question at the heart of this lesson - whether the Trojan War of Homer's epics really happened - and why the honest answer is to weigh evidence, not to declare a verdict
2. Describe the main lines of evidence - the destruction layers at Hisarlik, the Hittite records of Wilusa and Ahhiyawa, the Bronze Age collapse, and Homer's epics - and what each can and cannot show
3. Analyze how a historian separates a real, evidenced past from a later poetic memory, using Herodotus' inquiry into the Helen story as a model of source-checking

SECTION 1
Did the Trojan War Really Happen?
The Question and the Historian's Job
Trojan WAR was the legendary ten-year war between the Greeks and the city of Troy told in Homer's Iliad.
Evidence is what this lesson weighs - the archaeological and written proof about whether the Trojan War really happened.
Myth (the epic story) is what we separate from real history; the goal is NOT a simple yes-or-no verdict.
 
SECTION 2
Homer's Epics: Poetry, Not Reportage
Why the Epics Are Not a Record
Homer was the poet credited with the Iliad and the Odyssey, epics composed around the 8th century BCE about events that would date centuries earlier.
8th century BCE is roughly when Homer's epics were composed - centuries after any Bronze Age war they describe (around 1200 BCE).
Oral TRADITION means the stories were passed down by word of mouth for generations before they were ever written down.
 
SECTION 3
Hisarlik: The Hill That Might Be Troy
A Real Place and a Real Fortress
Hisarlik is the hill in northwest Turkey where the ruins that most archaeologists identify as Troy were excavated.
Nine major building levels (Troy I to IX) are stacked at the site, because cities were rebuilt on the rubble for thousands of years.
Troy VI was a prosperous, strongly fortified city at Hisarlik (around 1300 BCE) with thick, sloping stone walls.
 
SECTION 4
Troy's Destruction Layers: VI and VIIa
Real Destruction, Debated Meaning
Troy VI (around 1300 BCE) was the strong city whose walls were damaged - many scholars think by an earthquake, not a war.
Troy VIIa (around 1180 BCE) is the layer that shows signs of burning and violent destruction, which some scholars link to a war.
Scholars disagree about which layer, if any, matches Homer's Trojan War - the evidence does not point clearly to one.
 
SECTION 5
Schliemann Digs for Homer's Troy
A Real Discovery and an Honesty Problem
Heinrich Schliemann was the 19th-century businessman-archaeologist who dug at Hisarlik in the 1870s believing he had found Homer's Troy.
Priam's TREASURE is the name Schliemann gave a hoard of gold he found, though it is more than a thousand years too old to belong to Homer's Troy.
Schliemann's fast, rough digging damaged some of the very layers he was trying to find.
 
SECTION 6
Hittite Clues: Wilusa and Ahhiyawa
Suggestive Clues, Not Proof
Wilusa is a city named in Hittite records, widely thought to be the same place the Greeks called (W)Ilios or Troy.
Ahhiyawa is a power named in Hittite texts, plausibly the Mycenaean Greeks - the Achaeans of Homer.
Hittite records name both Wilusa and Ahhiyawa and mention conflict in the region - suggestive clues, not proof that the epic events happened.
 
SECTION 7
The Mycenaean Greeks and the Bronze Age Collapse
A World That Really Ended
Mycenaean GREEKS were the Bronze Age people of mainland Greece - the Achaeans Homer names as the attackers of Troy.
Bronze AGE COLLAPSE was the wave of destruction around 1200 BCE when Mycenaean palaces and many eastern Mediterranean cities burned or were abandoned.
This was a wide systems collapse across the region, not proof of a single ten-year siege of Troy.
 
SECTION 8
Herodotus Questions Homer
An Ancient Historian Source-Checks Homer
Herodotus was the 5th-century-BCE Greek writer, often called the "father of history," who questioned Homer's account of the war.
5th century BCE is when Herodotus wrote, investigating stories and checking them against evidence and reason.
Helen never reached Troy, according to the Egyptian priests Herodotus interviewed - she was held in Egypt the whole war.
 
SECTION 9
Weighing the Evidence
What Each Source Can and Cannot Show
Destruction layers at Hisarlik show a real city destroyed more than once - but not which layer, if any, is Homer's war.
Hittite records (Wilusa, Ahhiyawa) show real places and peoples possibly in conflict - but not that the epic's events happened.
No single piece of evidence proves that the Trojan War happened as Homer told it.
 
SECTION 10
Myth vs. History: What We Can and Cannot Say
The Honest Position
Myth VS. HISTORY is the skill of telling the poetic story apart from what the evidence can actually support.
A real, fortified Troy existed at Hisarlik and was destroyed more than once - the archaeology supports this.
A Homeric-scale ten-year Panhellenic war, exactly as the Iliad describes, is NOT established by the evidence.
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