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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain what the Treaty of Versailles required Germany to give up.
2. Describe what Article 231 actually says and what it was nicknamed.
3. Explain why the treaty set no reparations total in 1919.
4. Use evidence to debate whether the treaty caused the next war.

SECTION 1
Paris, 1919: The Winners Write the Peace
The Peace Conference
The armistice of November 11, 1918 stopped the fighting, but an armistice is only a cease-fire.
The Treaty of Versailles was the 1919 peace treaty with Germany that ended World War I.
The Big Four leaders were Wilson, Lloyd George, Clemenceau, and Orlando.
The treaty was signed June 28, 1919 but did not enter into force until January 10, 1920, about six months later.
 
SECTION 2
Germany Was Not Invited to Negotiate
A Dictated Peace
Wilson's Fourteen Points promised self-determination - the principle that a people should choose its own government.
Germany was handed the terms on May 7, 1919, and was given no chance to debate them.
Germany could object only in writing, and nearly every objection was refused.
Germans called it a Diktat - the German word for a dictated peace imposed without negotiation.
 
SECTION 3
June 28, 1919: The Hall of Mirrors
Signing Day
The treaty was signed in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles.
France chose that room because Germany had proclaimed its empire there in 1871, after beating France.
The signing date was exactly five years after the assassination in Sarajevo.
 
SECTION 4
What Germany Lost: Territory
Land and People
Alsace-Lorraine was restored to France under Article 51 of the treaty.
The Polish Corridor was a strip of former German land given to Poland to reach the Baltic Sea.
A plebiscite is a direct public vote in which residents choose which country will govern them. North Schleswig voted this way in 1920 and went to Denmark.
Danzig became a Free City under League of Nations protection, not part of Poland.
Germany lost about 13 percent of its European territory and 10 percent of its people.
 
SECTION 5
What Germany Lost: Military Power
Disarmament
Article 160 capped the German army at 100,000 men, including officers.
Article 173 abolished compulsory service, so Germany could recruit only volunteers from then on.
A demilitarized zone is an area where a country may not keep troops or fortifications.
Articles 42 and 43 demilitarized the Rhineland, so Germany could keep no troops or forts west of the Rhine or within 50 km east of it.
Article 198 banned all German military and naval air forces, with no exceptions.
 
SECTION 6
Article 231: What It Actually Says
The Text Itself
Article 231 is the treaty clause in which Germany accepts responsibility for causing loss and damage.
The words war guilt and guilty appear nowhere in the article - the nickname is not treaty language.
The article's legal job is to establish who must pay for the damages caused.
Norman Davis and John Foster Dulles were the two Americans who drafted the article.
 
SECTION 7
Responsibility vs. Guilt: Why the Nickname Stuck
A Nickname With Consequences
The War Guilt Clause is the popular nickname for Article 231, but the phrase never appears in the treaty.
Article 232 limits the bill to civilian damage, not the whole cost of the war.
Near-identical clauses went into the peace treaties with Austria and Hungary after the war.
 
SECTION 8
Reparations: The Treaty Named No Number
Who Decides the Bill
Reparations are payments a defeated nation makes for war damage, and the treaty required them.
Article 232 admits Germany's resources are not adequate to pay for all the loss and damage.
Article 233 created the Inter-Allied Reparation Commission to set the total Germany owed.
That Commission had until May 1, 1921 to name the amount, so Germany signed not knowing.
The 132 billion gold marks figure is NOT in the treaty; no sum appears in the 1919 text.
 
SECTION 9
Where 132 Billion Gold Marks Came From
1921, Not 1919
The Reparation Commission fixed the total at 132 billion gold marks on April 27, 1921.
The Allied Supreme Council issued the London Schedule of Payments on May 5, 1921.
Germany accepted on May 11, 1921 under threat of occupation of the Ruhr industrial region.
The Lausanne Conference of 1932 effectively ended reparations for good.
 
SECTION 10
The A, B, and C Bonds
Splitting the Total
The A and B bonds together came to 50 billion gold marks.
The C bonds were a further 82 billion gold marks.
Historians such as Sally Marks argue the C bonds were never meant to be collected.
 
SECTION 11
How People Reacted
Three Reactions
In Germany the treaty was called a Diktat and a peace of shame by its critics.
Marshal Foch called it not peace but an armistice for twenty years.
The U.S. Senate refused to ratify the treaty, so America made a separate peace.
The economist Keynes attacked the treaty as economically ruinous for Europe.
 
SECTION 12
Did the Treaty Cause World War II?
Two Sides of the Argument
One argument: reparations and the 1923 Ruhr crisis wrecked the German economy.
A counter-argument: the Great Depression, not the treaty, destroyed the republic.
Germans living abroad were denied the self-determination Wilson had promised everyone else.
 
SECTION 13
Synthesis and Review
Putting It Together
The treaty was signed June 28, 1919 and entered into force January 10, 1920, about six months later.
Article 231 assigns responsibility; it never uses the words war guilt anywhere.
Whether the treaty caused World War II is a live historical debate among scholars.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ Signed June 28, 1919; entered into force January 10, 1920.
★ Germany was shown the terms, not allowed to negotiate them.
★ Article 231 assigns responsibility - it never says war guilt.
★ The treaty set no reparations total; 1921 set 132 billion marks.
★ Whether it caused World War II is a live historical debate.
MORE LESSONS LESS PLANNING
Thank You!
	
	If you enjoyed this product, please do not forget to rate and review to assist other teachers.



	
	Looking for future discounts? Earn TPT credits by reviewing purchased products.



Please contact me if you have any issues with this product. Just like our students, I am always looking for opportunities to grow.
     © More Lessons Less Planning  |  morelessonslessplanning.com     ANSWER KEY
