	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE SWAHILI COAST TRADE CITIES


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Swahili Coast Trade Cities


On-slide summary: The Swahili Coast Trade Cities; Use an eyewitness account and the coral-stone ruins to reconstruct how Kilwa blended African, Arab, and Indian Ocean cultures.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open by telling students East Africa had wealthy trading cities most textbooks skip over.
•  Preview the big skill: reconstructing the past from an eyewitness account plus buried ruins.
	
	•  What could connect East Africa to India and China centuries before modern travel?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the Swahili Coast lesson: a string of wealthy African trading cities that most students have never heard of.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Swahili Coast Trade Cities classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  When you think of medieval trade, do you picture Africa? Why or why not?
•  What might connect East Africa to India and China long before airplanes?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Locate the Swahili Coast and explain why its cities grew wealthy.; Explain how monsoon winds linked East Africa to Arabia, India, and China.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the four targets: locate the coast, monsoon trade, the blended culture, and reconstruction.
•  Point out the targets pair the geography of trade with the skill of using a primary source and archaeology.
	
	•  Which target sounds most surprising - that Africa had rich trade cities, or that we can rebuild their story from ruins?



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress the historian skill of combining a written account with physical evidence.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds most interesting to you?
•  Why would historians want more than one kind of evidence?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	The Swahili Coast


On-slide summary: The Swahili Coast; Swahili Coast; The chain of East African trading cities along the Indian Ocean, from Somalia to Mozambique.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the Swahili Coast ran from Somalia to Mozambique as a string of separate cities.
•  Stress these were independent city-states like Kilwa and Mombasa, not one unified empire.
	
	•  Ask how a self-governing city-state differs from an empire ruled by one distant king.
•  Extension: the word Swahili comes from an Arabic word meaning 'of the coast.'



	BACKGROUND
•  The coast was a network of independent city-states, not one empire - each competed for Indian Ocean trade.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Swahili Coast classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is a city-state different from an empire?
•  Why might rival trading cities all still grow rich at the same time?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SWAHILI COAST (chain of trading cities) and CITY-STATE (self-governing city).



	SLIDE 4
	A World Connected by Monsoon Winds


On-slide summary: A World Connected by Monsoon Winds; Indian Ocean trade; The network of sea routes linking East Africa with Arabia, Persia, India, and China.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that Indian Ocean trade routes connected East Africa to Arabia, India, and China by sea.
•  Show how monsoon winds reversed direction each year, blowing ships to Africa and then home.
	
	•  How would a predictable yearly wind cycle let merchants plan long ocean voyages in advance?
•  Extension: monsoon comes from an Arabic word for 'season.'



	BACKGROUND
•  The predictable monsoon cycle is what made regular long-distance Indian Ocean trade possible.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A World Connected by Monsoon Winds classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How would knowing the winds in advance change a merchant's plans?
•  What regions could an East African port reach by sea?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: INDIAN OCEAN TRADE (sea routes) and MONSOON WINDS (winds that reversed direction).



	SLIDE 5
	A Blended Coastal Culture


On-slide summary: A Blended Coastal Culture; Swahili; The Bantu-based coastal language and culture that blended African, Arab, and Indian Ocean influences.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Swahili is a Bantu African language that blended in many Arabic trade words.
•  Describe how Arab and Persian traders settled, married in, and the merchant families became Muslim.
	
	•  Handle Islam factually: it became the common faith of the coastal merchant class through trade contact.
•  How could centuries of Indian Ocean trade reshape a coastal region's language and religion?



	BACKGROUND
•  Swahili civilization is a genuine blend - African at its root, layered with Arab, Persian, and Indian trade influences.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Blended Coastal Culture classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can trade change a region's language and religion over time?
•  Why might a coastal merchant family adopt a faith shared by its trading partners?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SWAHILI (blended language and culture) and the Muslim faith of the merchant class.



	SLIDE 6
	Kilwa: A City of Coral and Gold


On-slide summary: Kilwa: A City of Coral and Gold; Great Mosque of Kilwa; A large coral-stone mosque whose ruins show the city's wealth and Islamic faith.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Kilwa was the richest Swahili city-state, on an island off Tanzania, controlling the gold trade.
•  Point out its merchants built the Great Mosque and palaces from coral stone cut from ocean reefs.
	
	•  Stress that building in permanent coral stone is itself evidence of wealth, because most neighboring settlements built only in wood and mud.
•  Set up the next slide: the coral-stone ruins of the Great Mosque still stand today.



	BACKGROUND
•  Kilwa's coral-stone architecture is physical proof of its wealth - ordinary towns built in mud and thatch, not stone.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Kilwa: A City of Coral and Gold classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does building in permanent stone tell you about a city's wealth?
•  Why would ruins that still stand today be useful evidence for historians?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: KILWA (wealthiest city-state), GREAT MOSQUE OF KILWA (coral-stone mosque), CORAL STONE (cut from reefs).



	SLIDE 7
	The Great Mosque of Kilwa


On-slide summary: The Great Mosque of Kilwa; The coral-stone ruins of the Great Mosque of Kilwa Kisiwani, Tanzania.; Coral-stone arches
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a quiet moment to observe the coral-stone arches and domes before discussing.
•  Point out this is a real photo of ruins that still stand at Kilwa Kisiwani today.
	
	•  What do the size and stone construction of this mosque tell us about Kilwa's wealth and faith?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Great Mosque of Kilwa classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Great Mosque of Kilwa in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Great Mosque of Kilwa



	SLIDE 8
	Gold, Ivory, and the Merchants


On-slide summary: Gold, Ivory, and the Merchants; Merchant; A trader who exchanged African gold and ivory for foreign cloth, beads, and porcelain.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain merchants exchanged African gold and ivory for foreign cloth, beads, and porcelain.
•  Trace the gold: from the interior near Great Zimbabwe, up through the port of Sofala, out to the ocean.
	
	•  Stress Kilwa grew rich as the middleman controlling the southern gold trade, not by mining gold itself.
•  Why can controlling a trade route be more profitable than producing the goods yourself?



	BACKGROUND
•  Kilwa's wealth rested on being the middleman between interior African gold (via Sofala) and the Indian Ocean.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Gold, Ivory, and the Merchants classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is controlling a trade route often more profitable than producing the goods?
•  What did East Africa export, and what did it import?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MERCHANT (trader of gold and ivory) and SOFALA (southern gold port).



	SLIDE 9
	Stone Towns of the Coast


On-slide summary: Stone Towns of the Coast; Wealthy families lived in multi-story coral-stone houses.; Cities had mosques, palaces, and busy harbor markets.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Describe the stone towns: coral-stone houses, mosques, palaces, and harbor markets.
•  Point out Kilwa minted its own coins, a sign of a sophisticated cash economy.
	
	•  Explain that imported porcelain and cloth found in ruins prove how far the trade reached.
•  What does a city minting its own coins tell us about its wealth and organization?



	BACKGROUND
•  Minting local coins and importing luxury goods show Kilwa was a sophisticated, cash-using trade economy.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Stone Towns of the Coast classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does a city minting its own coins tell you about its economy?
•  Why is imported porcelain in a home strong evidence of trade?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Reinforces coral stone and merchant wealth; no new Reference Guide terms.



	SLIDE 10
	An Eyewitness: Duarte Barbosa


On-slide summary: An Eyewitness: Duarte Barbosa; Duarte Barbosa; A Portuguese official who described the wealthy city of Kilwa around 1500.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain Barbosa was a Portuguese official who traveled the Indian Ocean and described Kilwa around 1500.
•  Define primary source here so students are ready to analyze Barbosa's letter in the activity's Part 4.
	
	•  Note his account is valuable but biased - he wrote just before Portugal attacked the city.
•  Ask what an eyewitness can describe about a living city that its ruins never can.



	BACKGROUND
•  Barbosa is a useful but biased eyewitness - a Portuguese official writing just before Portugal attacked Kilwa.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Eyewitness: Duarte Barbosa classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a written eyewitness describe that ruins cannot?
•  Why should we read a source carefully even when it is an eyewitness account?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: PRIMARY SOURCE (a record made by a witness) and eyewitness.



	SLIDE 11
	Reconstructing the Swahili Coast


On-slide summary: Reconstructing the Swahili Coast; Written primary source; Barbosa's description gives the city's clothing, trade, and daily wealth.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the core skill: cross-check Barbosa's written account against the physical ruins and goods.
•  Show the two confirm each other - Barbosa names foreign trade, and archaeology finds porcelain and beads.
	
	•  Why is combining a written primary source with archaeology more reliable than using either one alone?
•  Preview that the activity's Part 4 has students analyze Barbosa's actual description using this skill.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is the lesson's core history skill: cross-checking a written account against physical evidence.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reconstructing the Swahili Coast classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How do Barbosa's words and the excavated goods confirm each other?
•  Why is combining evidence better than trusting one source?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ARCHAEOLOGY combined with the primary source, and imported beads found in the ruins.



	SLIDE 12
	Why the Swahili Coast Mattered


On-slide summary: Why the Swahili Coast Mattered; It made East Africa a full partner in Indian Ocean trade.; It shows a rich, city-building African civilization.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the Swahili Coast made East Africa a wealthy, connected partner in world trade.
•  Point out its blended culture survives - Swahili is spoken by tens of millions today.
	
	•  Explain Portuguese attacks in the 1500s disrupted Kilwa and shifted Indian Ocean trade toward Europe.
•  Why does studying African trade cities correct the myth that medieval Africa was isolated?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Swahili Coast corrects the myth that medieval Africa was isolated - it was deeply connected and wealthy.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why the Swahili Coast Mattered classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it important to study African trade cities, not just European ones?
•  How can a language today still carry the history of old trade?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Synthesis slide; ties together the coast's trade, culture, and legacy.



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The Swahili Coast was a chain of wealthy East African trading city-states.; Monsoon winds powered Indian Ocean trade linking Africa, Arabia, and Asia.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the four takeaways and return to the primary-source-plus-archaeology reconstruction skill.
•  Remind students Kilwa blended African, Arab, and Indian Ocean cultures into one coastal civilization.
	
	•  Preview that the activity's Part 4 has students analyze Barbosa's real description of Kilwa.
•  Where else could you combine a written account with physical evidence to reconstruct the past?



	BACKGROUND
•  Close by returning to the historian skill: two kinds of evidence, cross-checked, beat either one alone.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway will you remember longest?
•  Where else could you combine a written account with physical evidence?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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