	WORLD HISTORY
THE SWAHILI COAST TRADE CITIES
 ANSWER KEY   GUIDED NOTES - TEACHER KEY



LEARNING TARGETS
1. Locate the Swahili Coast and explain why its cities became wealthy Indian Ocean trading centers.
2. Explain how monsoon winds and Indian Ocean trade connected East Africa to Arabia, India, and China.
3. Describe how Swahili culture blended African, Arab, and Indian Ocean influences at cities like Kilwa.
4. Analyze how historians combine a written primary source with archaeology to reconstruct the Swahili Coast.

SECTION 1
The Swahili Coast
A Chain of Trading City-States
The SWAHILI COAST was the chain of East African trading cities that lined the Indian Ocean shore from Somalia to Mozambique.
A CITY-STATE is an independent, self-governing city and its surrounding land, like Kilwa or Mombasa.
 
SECTION 2
A World Connected by Monsoon Winds
Trade Across the Indian Ocean
INDIAN OCEAN TRADE was the network of sea routes that linked East Africa with Arabia, Persia, India, and China.
MONSOON WINDS were seasonal winds that reversed direction each year, carrying ships to and from the East African coast.
 
SECTION 3
A Blended Coastal Culture
African Roots, Ocean Connections
SWAHILI is the coastal language and culture that blended African roots with Arab and Indian Ocean influences.
As Arab and Persian traders settled and married into coastal families, the merchant families became Muslim, and Islam became the common faith of the coast.
 
SECTION 4
Kilwa: A City of Coral and Gold
The Richest City on the Coast
Kilwa was the wealthiest Swahili city-state, on an island off present-day Tanzania, and it grew rich controlling the southern gold trade.
The GREAT MOSQUE OF KILWA was a large coral-stone mosque whose ruins still show the city’s wealth and Islamic faith.
CORAL STONE was building material cut from ocean reefs and used for the mosques, palaces, and homes of the wealthy.
 
SECTION 5
Gold, Ivory, and the Merchants
The Wealth of the Trade Cities
A MERCHANT was a trader who exchanged African gold and ivory for foreign cloth, beads, and porcelain.
Sofala was a southern port that funneled gold from the African interior into the Indian Ocean trade.
 
SECTION 6
An Eyewitness: Duarte Barbosa
A Written Primary Source
Duarte Barbosa’s description of Kilwa is a PRIMARY source - a record made by someone who witnessed the place or events they describe.
Because Barbosa was an eyewitness who traveled the Indian Ocean and described Kilwa around 1500, his account gives details that the ruins alone cannot show.
 
SECTION 7
Reconstructing the Swahili Coast
Two Kinds of Evidence
Historians reconstruct the Swahili Coast by combining Barbosa’s written PRIMARY SOURCE with archaeology - the coral ruins and traded goods dug up at the sites.
Chinese porcelain and Indian beads found in the ruins prove Kilwa traded across the whole Indian Ocean.
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