	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE SPACE RACE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Space Race


On-slide summary: The Space Race; Cold War rivalry reaches for the Moon
TALKING POINTS
	•  Start by connecting to the arms race - ask what a nation could do with a rocket built to carry a nuclear warhead, because that same rocket could also launch a satellite into space.
•  The subtitle names the whole arc: this is Cold War rivalry, not just a science story. Every space first was also read as a Cold War scorecard.
	
	•  Both words in the title matter: this is a Space Race, meaning competition, inside a larger Cold War rivalry between two superpowers reaching for the Moon.
•  Ask students: which side do you think reached space first, the United States or the Soviet Union? Hold that prediction for the Sputnik slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  This lesson follows the Cold War toolkits on containment and the arms race - the Space Race used the exact same rocket technology the U.S. and USSR were already building for nuclear missiles.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Space Race classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If two rival superpowers wanted to prove whose system was better without fighting a war, where might that competition happen?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Space Race in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide. Guided Notes open at Section 1, bound to Two Superpowers, One New Battlefield.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain why the Soviet launch of Sputnik in 1957 shocked the United States.; Describe how early Soviet space firsts put the U.S. on the defensive.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read target three aloud - explaining Kennedy's Moon commitment. That is the target the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight actually assesses, using NASA's real July 1969 press kit.
•  The five targets run in chronological order - Sputnik's shock, Soviet firsts, Kennedy's commitment, the Apollo program, and the final evaluation - and the slides and Guided Notes follow the same order.
	
	•  Target five is the payoff: students should expect the lesson to ask them to evaluate rivalry itself, not just recall dates and names.
•  Have students commit out loud now: which side do they predict got to space first, the U.S. or the Soviet Union? Hold that prediction for the Sputnik slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets run in chronological order, which is also the order of the slides and the Guided Notes sections.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five targets do you expect to be the most surprising answer?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes reprint these targets on page one.



	SLIDE 3
	Two Superpowers, One New Battlefield


On-slide summary: Two Superpowers, One New Battlefield; After 1945, the U.S. and Soviet Union became Cold War rivals; Both built long-range rockets to deliver nuclear weapons
TALKING POINTS
	•  The rockets that could launch a satellite were the same rockets built to carry nuclear warheads - a successful launch was a science headline and a military signal at the same time.
•  Ask why a nation would want the whole world watching a rocket launch. A public success proved missile technology worked without ever firing at a target.
	
	•  Frame the Space Race as one more front in the Cold War the students already know from the arms race and containment toolkits - same rivalry, new battlefield.
•  Note that this term, Space Race, is the umbrella for everything in this lesson - every event that follows is one more move in the same competition.



	BACKGROUND
•  Both superpowers built their early rockets from captured or adapted World War II missile technology - the same intercontinental ballistic missiles designed to carry warheads could be repurposed to launch satellites.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Two Superpowers, One New Battlefield classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a nation want the whole world watching when it launched a rocket successfully?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Two Superpowers, One New Battlefield in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 1 blanks: Soviet Union, rockets, Space Race.



	SLIDE 4
	Sputnik Shocks the World


On-slide summary: Sputnik Shocks the World; On October 4, 1957, the USSR launched Sputnik 1; It was the first artificial satellite ever put into orbit
TALKING POINTS
	•  Sputnik 1 itself was simple - a metal sphere with four antennas and a radio transmitter, no instruments beyond that. The shock was not the science, it was the fact the Soviets got there first.
•  Americans could actually hear Sputnik's radio beeps on shortwave radio and see it pass overhead at dusk - this was not an abstract headline, it was something people experienced directly.
	
	•  Ask why a simple beeping satellite frightened a country as technologically advanced as the United States. Push toward: if the USSR could launch a satellite, it could also aim a missile.
•  This is the moment the 'space' race becomes urgent - before Sputnik, spaceflight was a future idea; after Sputnik, it was a national emergency.



	BACKGROUND
•  Sputnik weighed about 83.6 kilograms (184 pounds) and was 58 centimeters (about 23 inches) across; it carried no instruments beyond a radio transmitter, but its very existence was the point.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Sputnik Shocks the World classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a simple beeping satellite frighten a country as powerful as the United States?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Sputnik Shocks the World in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 2 blanks: October 4 1957, Sputnik 1, beach ball.



	SLIDE 5
	Sputnik 1, 1957


On-slide summary: Sputnik 1, 1957; A full-scale replica of Sputnik 1
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the four whip antennas and polished sphere on this Sputnik 1 replica - simple 1950s technology, not a marvel of engineering by today's standards.
•  Does this Sputnik replica look like the kind of object that could start a national panic? The gap between its simplicity and the fear it caused is the whole lesson of this slide.
	
	•  Give students ten seconds of silent looking at this Sputnik 1 replica before you say anything - credit-recovery students tend to skip past images if a teacher narrates immediately.
•  Remind students the actual Sputnik 1 burned up in the atmosphere months later; this full-scale replica is what survives to show what the world reacted to in October 1957.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is a NASA-credited photograph of the full-scale Sputnik 1 replica held by the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum; the original Sputnik burned up re-entering the atmosphere in January 1958.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Sputnik 1, 1957 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Does Sputnik look like the kind of technology you would expect to start a national panic?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Sputnik 1, 1957 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 6
	America Answers: NASA Is Born


On-slide summary: America Answers: NASA Is Born; The Wake-Up Call; Sputnik convinced Congress the U.S. was falling behind.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explorer 1 launched barely four months after Sputnik and actually made a real scientific discovery - the Van Allen radiation belts circling Earth - which the U.S. used to argue its program was catching up fast.
•  NASA was created specifically because Sputnik exposed how scattered U.S. rocket efforts were - Army, Navy, and Air Force each had separate programs before 1958.
	
	•  Ask why a single satellite launch was enough to make Congress create a brand-new federal agency. The answer is really about public fear of falling behind, not the satellite itself.
•  From this slide forward, NASA is the name for 'the U.S. side' of every event in the lesson - hold that thread through Apollo.



	BACKGROUND
•  NASA was created by the National Aeronautics and Space Act, signed into law by President Eisenhower, and began operations on October 1, 1958, absorbing an older research agency (NACA) plus several military rocket projects.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make America Answers: NASA Is Born classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a country create a whole new government agency because of one rival satellite launch?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain America Answers: NASA Is Born in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 3 blanks: Explorer 1, NASA, 1958, Van Allen.



	SLIDE 7
	The Soviets Strike Again: A Human in Orbit


On-slide summary: The Soviets Strike Again: A Human in Orbit; On April 12, 1961, cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin flew Vostok 1; Gagarin became the first human to travel into space
TALKING POINTS
	•  Gagarin's flight came less than four years after Sputnik - two major firsts from the same rival in under half a decade is what makes this feel like a losing streak to American leaders.
•  Note the flight was short, one single orbit in about 108 minutes, but the achievement itself - a human surviving spaceflight at all - was what mattered, not the flight's length.
	
	•  Alan Shepard became the first American in space less than a month later, on May 5, 1961, but that was a shorter suborbital hop, not a full orbit - the U.S. was still playing catch-up.
•  How would a second major Soviet space first change American strategy? This is exactly the pressure that produces Kennedy's Moon commitment on the next slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Gagarin's flight lasted 108 minutes total and reached an altitude of roughly 327 kilometers (203 miles); he ejected and parachuted separately from his capsule during descent, standard Soviet procedure at the time.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Soviets Strike Again: A Human in Orbit classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How would a second major Soviet space first, so soon after Sputnik, change American strategy?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Soviets Strike Again: A Human in Orbit in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 4 blanks: April 12 1961, Yuri Gagarin, Vostok 1.



	SLIDE 8
	Kennedy Sets a Goal: The Moon


On-slide summary: Kennedy Sets a Goal: The Moon; May 25, 1961; Kennedy asked Congress to commit to a Moon landing.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Kennedy set this goal only six weeks after Gagarin's flight - it is a direct, fast response to being behind twice, not a slow-developing plan.
•  The Moon was chosen partly because it was so far beyond what either side had already done that it reset the competition - both nations would essentially be starting from a similar point.
	
	•  Point to the exact deadline language, 'before this decade is out' - that phrase means by the end of 1969, and it becomes the clock every later Apollo milestone is measured against.
•  Ask why Kennedy picked something this extreme and expensive instead of a smaller, easier space first. Reasoning toward: a small win would not undo two straight losses to the Soviets.



	BACKGROUND
•  Kennedy's speech, formally titled 'Special Message to Congress on Urgent National Needs,' set the Moon goal just six weeks after Gagarin's flight - a direct response to being behind twice in a row.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Kennedy Sets a Goal: The Moon classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why pick a goal as extreme and expensive as landing on the Moon instead of a smaller, easier space first?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Kennedy Sets a Goal: The Moon in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 5 blanks: May 25 1961, Moon, decade, Apollo program.



	SLIDE 9
	Building the Skills to Get There


On-slide summary: Building the Skills to Get There; The U.S. still had to learn skills it did not yet have; Project Mercury put the first American astronauts into orbit
TALKING POINTS
	•  In 1961 the U.S. had put one man on a 15-minute suborbital hop - it had almost none of the skills an actual Moon mission would require, from spacewalks to orbital docking.
•  Project Mercury proved Americans could survive and function in orbit at all; Project Gemini then practiced the specific hard skills - spacewalking and docking two spacecraft together - Apollo would depend on.
	
	•  Why did NASA need two entire practice programs instead of jumping straight to a Moon attempt? The stakes of failing in front of the whole world made stepwise testing worth the extra years.
•  By 1966 NASA had rehearsed nearly every individual piece Apollo needed - what was left was putting all of those pieces together at once, which is where the story goes next.



	BACKGROUND
•  John Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth in February 1962 (Project Mercury); Ed White performed the first American spacewalk in June 1965 (Project Gemini), directly practicing skills Apollo astronauts would need on the Moon.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Building the Skills to Get There classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would NASA need two entire practice programs before attempting an actual Moon landing?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Building the Skills to Get There in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 6 blanks: Mercury, Gemini, docking.



	SLIDE 10
	A Tragedy on the Launch Pad


On-slide summary: A Tragedy on the Launch Pad; January 27, 1967; Apollo 1 ran a routine launch pad test.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Keep this factual and respectful - three astronauts died during a ground test, not in flight, and the class should understand this as a real human cost of the program, not just a technical footnote.
•  The investigation traced the fire to a spark in damaged wiring inside a cabin filled with pure oxygen - a combination that turned a small spark into an uncontrollable fire in seconds.
	
	•  NASA grounded all crewed flights for over a year afterward to redesign the hatch so it could open faster, replace flammable cabin materials, and rebuild the wiring - direct, traceable safety fixes.
•  Why might a full year of investigation have made the eventual Moon landing safer rather than just slower? This is the setback that makes the later success possible, not a separate story.



	BACKGROUND
•  The fire spread in seconds inside a cabin pressurized with pure oxygen; investigators traced it to a spark from damaged wiring, and NASA spent over a year redesigning the hatch, wiring, and cabin materials before flying astronauts again.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Tragedy on the Launch Pad classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a full year of investigation and redesign actually make the eventual Moon landing safer?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Tragedy on the Launch Pad in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 7 blanks: January 27 1967, Apollo 1, redesign.



	SLIDE 11
	Apollo 8: First to Circle the Moon


On-slide summary: Apollo 8: First to Circle the Moon; In December 1968, Apollo 8 launched toward the Moon; Its crew became the first humans to orbit another world
TALKING POINTS
	•  Apollo 8 did not land - it proved the Saturn V rocket and the round trip itself were survivable, which was still an open question after the Apollo 1 fire less than two years earlier.
•  The crew orbited the Moon ten times on Christmas Eve 1968 and read from the Book of Genesis during a televised broadcast watched by a huge global audience.
	
	•  The Earthrise photograph, showing Earth rising over the lunar horizon, is one of the most reproduced images in history - point out that it was taken almost by accident during the mission.
•  Ask why NASA sent a crew all the way to the Moon without attempting a landing. This step-by-step caution is the direct lesson NASA carried forward from the Apollo 1 fire.



	BACKGROUND
•  The crew - Frank Borman, Jim Lovell, and William Anders - orbited the Moon ten times on Christmas Eve 1968; Anders' Earthrise photo became one of the most reproduced images in history.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Apollo 8: First to Circle the Moon classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why send a crew all the way to the Moon in 1968 without even attempting a landing?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Apollo 8: First to Circle the Moon in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 8 blanks: December 1968, orbit, Earthrise.



	SLIDE 12
	Launch: Apollo 11 Leaves Earth


On-slide summary: Launch: Apollo 11 Leaves Earth; On July 16, 1969, Apollo 11 launched from Florida; A Saturn V rocket carried the crew toward the Moon
TALKING POINTS
	•  Every earlier slide in this lesson - Mercury, Gemini, the Apollo 1 redesign, Apollo 8's dress rehearsal - was preparation for this exact launch. Say that connection out loud before moving on.
•  The Saturn V stood about 363 feet tall, taller than the Statue of Liberty, and is still counted among the most powerful rockets ever successfully flown.
	
	•  Ask why it takes a rocket this enormous to carry just three astronauts. Most of that size and fuel was needed to escape Earth's gravity and carry the fuel for the return trip too.
•  Name all three crew members here - Armstrong, Aldrin, and Collins - since only two of them will actually walk on the Moon, and Collins' role matters for the Order and Explain activity later.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Saturn V stood about 363 feet tall (taller than the Statue of Liberty) and remains, by some measures, the most powerful rocket ever successfully flown; it launched at 9:32 a.m. EDT from Kennedy Space Center's Launch Complex 39A.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Launch: Apollo 11 Leaves Earth classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it take a rocket this large to send just three astronauts to the Moon?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Launch: Apollo 11 Leaves Earth in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 9 blanks: July 16 1969, Saturn V, Armstrong.



	SLIDE 13
	Apollo 11 Launch, July 16, 1969


On-slide summary: Apollo 11 Launch, July 16, 1969; The Saturn V rocket lifts off from Kennedy Space Center
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the launch tower still attached at the base and how much taller the rocket is than the structure around it - that scale comparison is the fastest way to convey Saturn V's size.
•  Ask what the size of the exhaust cloud suggests about the amount of fuel a rocket this large has to burn just to leave the ground.
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking before narrating - this is a real photograph of the actual launch, not a reenactment, and it deserves a moment before discussion.
•  This is the same launch complex, Pad 39A, later reused for Space Shuttle missions - worth a one-sentence mention if students ask what happened to it afterward.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is an official NASA photograph (Great Images in NASA collection) of the actual Apollo 11 Saturn V liftoff at 9:32 a.m. EDT on July 16, 1969, from Launch Complex 39A.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Apollo 11 Launch, July 16, 1969 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the scale of the rocket compared to the launch tower tell you about its size?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Apollo 11 Launch, July 16, 1969 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 14
	One Small Step


On-slide summary: One Small Step; July 20, 1969; The Lunar Module Eagle landed in the Sea of Tranquility.
TALKING POINTS
	•  This is the payoff of the entire lesson - name that directly. Everything from Sputnik through Apollo 8 was building toward this exact moment.
•  Point out the precise timing: Armstrong stepped out at 10:56 p.m. EDT, and Aldrin followed about 19 minutes later - this was not simultaneous, and Aldrin is the second man on the Moon, not a footnote.
	
	•  What makes this the actual fulfillment of Kennedy's 1961 promise? Push toward the exact language: land a man on the Moon and return him safely, before the decade was out.
•  The Primary Source Spotlight in the Activity uses NASA's own official press kit language about this mission - preview that students will read what NASA itself said before this all happened.



	BACKGROUND
•  Armstrong stepped onto the lunar surface at 10:56 p.m. EDT on July 20, 1969; Aldrin followed about 19 minutes later. Both spent roughly two and a half hours outside, gathering samples.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make One Small Step classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What makes this the actual fulfillment of the promise Kennedy made in 1961?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain One Small Step in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 10 blanks: July 20 1969, Armstrong, small step.



	SLIDE 15
	Buzz Aldrin on the Moon, July 20, 1969


On-slide summary: Buzz Aldrin on the Moon, July 20, 1969; Aldrin near the Lunar Module Eagle, photographed by Armstrong
TALKING POINTS
	•  This is one of the most reproduced photographs in history - point out that Armstrong himself is barely visible directly, only reflected in Aldrin's gold visor.
•  Ask students to look for the reflection in the visor - the Lunar Module and Armstrong holding the camera are both visible if you look closely.
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking before narrating. This is the actual photograph from the mission, taken with a camera mounted on Armstrong's suit, not a staged shot.
•  Note the gold coating on the visor - it was a real design feature meant to filter out unfiltered sunlight, since the Moon has no atmosphere to soften glare.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is NASA photograph AS11-40-5903, taken by Neil Armstrong with a 70mm Hasselblad camera; Armstrong and the Lunar Module Eagle are visible reflected in Aldrin's gold-coated visor.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Buzz Aldrin on the Moon, July 20, 1969 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why do you think this particular photograph became one of the most famous images of the whole mission?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Buzz Aldrin on the Moon, July 20, 1969 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 16
	Coming Home, and Five More Landings


On-slide summary: Coming Home, and Five More Landings; Apollo 11 splashed down in the Pacific on July 24, 1969; The crew was quarantined as a precaution after return
TALKING POINTS
	•  The crew was quarantined after splashdown as a precaution against any unknown lunar contamination - an early sign NASA was still cautious even after a total success.
•  Apollo 13 is worth naming directly if students have heard the phrase 'Houston, we've had a problem' - an oxygen tank exploded en route to the Moon, and the crew survived without landing.
	
	•  Ask why NASA kept flying Moon missions after already winning the race in 1969. The scientific goals - collecting more samples, testing more equipment - continued even after the political goal was met.
•  The Apollo program ended with Apollo 17 in December 1972; no human has returned to the lunar surface since, which is worth pausing on as a fact many students do not expect.



	BACKGROUND
•  Apollo 13 (April 1970) suffered an oxygen tank explosion en route to the Moon; the crew looped around the Moon without landing and returned safely to Earth, an event still studied as a model of crisis problem-solving.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Coming Home, and Five More Landings classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would NASA keep flying five more Moon missions after already winning the race in 1969?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Coming Home, and Five More Landings in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 11 blanks: July 24 1969, Apollo 13, Apollo 17.



	SLIDE 17
	From Rivals to Partners: 1975


On-slide summary: From Rivals to Partners: 1975; A Thaw Begins; By the mid-1970s, U.S.-Soviet tensions had begun to ease.
TALKING POINTS
	•  This is the deliberate turn of the lesson - the same two rivals who raced each other from Sputnik through Apollo now choose to cooperate instead of compete.
•  Name the crews specifically: Stafford, Brand, and Slayton for the U.S.; Leonov and Kubasov for the USSR. Leonov had also been the first human to walk in space back in 1965, a nice full-circle detail if time allows.
	
	•  Ask why two Cold War rivals would choose to cooperate in space rather than keep competing. Connect to broader 1970s detente - the era of easing tensions students may know from other Cold War units.
•  Use this slide to set up the Essential Question directly: did the Space Race prove rivalry drives achievement, or does this handshake prove something more complicated?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Apollo-Soyuz Test Project docked July 17, 1975; astronauts Stafford, Brand, and Slayton met cosmonauts Leonov and Kubasov, and the Stafford-Leonov handshake became the mission's iconic image.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make From Rivals to Partners: 1975 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would two Cold War rivals choose to cooperate in space instead of continuing to compete?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain From Rivals to Partners: 1975 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 12 blanks: July 1975, Soyuz, hands.



	SLIDE 18
	The Apollo-Soyuz Handshake, 1975


On-slide summary: The Apollo-Soyuz Handshake, 1975; Stafford and Leonov shake hands in orbit, July 1975
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out this is happening inside a docking tunnel in orbit, not on the ground - two spacecraft built by rival nations are physically connected to make this handshake possible.
•  How is the tone of this 1975 handshake photo different from every earlier image in the lesson? Earlier photos were about winning; Stafford and Leonov shaking hands here is about cooperating.
	
	•  Give ten seconds of silent looking before narrating - let the contrast with the launch and Moon-landing photos register before you explain it.
•  This handshake is a strong visual for the Essential Question - ask students to hold onto it as evidence when they write Activity Part 5.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is an official NASA photograph of astronaut Thomas Stafford and cosmonaut Alexei Leonov's historic handshake inside the docking module connecting Apollo and Soyuz on July 17, 1975.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Apollo-Soyuz Handshake, 1975 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is this image different in tone from every earlier photo in the lesson?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Apollo-Soyuz Handshake, 1975 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 19
	What the Space Race Proved


On-slide summary: What the Space Race Proved; Cold War rivalry pushed both nations to huge achievements; The Moon landing was a scientific and a propaganda victory
TALKING POINTS
	•  This is the analysis slide - push students to hold two things true at once: the Moon landing was a genuine scientific achievement, and it was also a very public Cold War propaganda victory.
•  Point to a concrete legacy students actually use: GPS and weather satellites both trace their roots to Space Race-era research, which makes the 'so what' concrete rather than abstract.
	
	•  Can a competition be both a real achievement and a propaganda contest at the same time? This is the exact tension the Essential Question and Activity Part 5 both ask students to resolve.
•  Bridge back to the Apollo-Soyuz handshake - rivalry started this story, but cooperation is how it ends. That arc is the strongest evidence for the Essential Question.



	BACKGROUND
•  Space Race-era research produced lasting civilian technology, including the satellite systems that underlie modern GPS navigation and weather forecasting, alongside the direct scientific achievement of the Moon landings.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What the Space Race Proved classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Can a competition be both a genuine achievement and a Cold War propaganda contest at the same time?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What the Space Race Proved in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 13 blanks: propaganda, satellites, cooperation.



	SLIDE 20
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Sputnik's 1957 launch shocked the U.S. and started the Space Race; Kennedy committed the U.S. to landing on the Moon after Gagarin's flight
TALKING POINTS
	•  Return to the opening prediction about which side would reach space first - the Soviets did, twice, and that is exactly what drove the American response the rest of the lesson traces.
•  The four takeaways map closely onto the five learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket, so use them as the review checklist before assessment.
	
	•  Repeat the arc across these takeaways - Sputnik's shock, Kennedy's commitment, the Apollo 11 landing, and the 1975 handshake - that structure is what makes the Essential Question answerable.
•  Ask students to name their strongest piece of evidence out loud before they write: does the Space Race prove rivalry drives achievement, or does the 1975 handshake complicate that answer?



	BACKGROUND
•  These four takeaways map directly onto the five learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway would you use to answer the Essential Question?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	These takeaways are reprinted at the end of the Guided Notes.
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