	WORLD HISTORY
THE SPACE RACE
TEACHER GUIDE - EVERYTHING YOU NEED



SECTION 1
What's Included

	Component
	Format

	Guided Notes - Student
	Google Doc

	Guided Notes - Teacher Key
	Google Doc

	Activity - Student
	Google Doc

	Activity - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Quiz - Student
	Google Doc

	Quiz - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Exit Ticket - Student
	Google Doc

	Exit Ticket - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Teacher Guide
	Google Doc

	Teacher Presentation Notes
	Google Doc

	Slides
	Google Slides



SECTION 2
Overview
Subject: World History    |    Grade Level: 9-12
• Students trace the Space Race from the 1957 Sputnik launch to the 1975 Apollo-Soyuz handshake.
• Ten reference terms are taught on the slides and recalled in the Activity.
• NASA's actual July 1969 press kit is the document-analysis anchor.
• The written product is one evidence-based position paragraph.

Key Vocabulary

	Term
	Definition

	Space Race
	The Cold War competition between the United States and the Soviet Union to achieve firsts in spaceflight and space exploration

	Sputnik 1
	The first artificial satellite, launched by the Soviet Union on October 4, 1957

	NASA
	The National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the U.S. federal agency created in 1958 in response to Sputnik

	Vostok 1
	The Soviet spacecraft that carried Yuri Gagarin, the first human in space, on April 12, 1961

	Apollo program
	The NASA program, running from 1961 to 1972, built to land Americans on the Moon and bring them safely home

	Saturn V
	The powerful multistage rocket NASA built to launch the Apollo spacecraft toward the Moon

	Apollo 1
	The January 1967 launch pad fire that killed astronauts Gus Grissom, Ed White, and Roger Chaffee during a test

	Apollo 8
	The December 1968 mission in which astronauts became the first humans to orbit the Moon

	Apollo 11
	The July 1969 mission that landed the first humans, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, on the Moon

	Apollo-Soyuz Test Project
	The 1975 joint U.S.-Soviet mission that docked spacecraft in orbit, easing Cold War tensions in space



SECTION 3
Suggested Pacing
Standard period - 50 minutes

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-5 min
	5 min
	Hook: ask where two rival superpowers might compete without fighting a war, then show the title slide.

	5-30 min
	25 min
	Slides 3-19 with Guided Notes; pause at each image slide for ten seconds of silent looking.

	30-45 min
	15 min
	Activity Parts 1-3; students may use their Guided Notes.

	45-50 min
	5 min
	Exit Ticket. Assign Activity Part 4 (Primary Source Spotlight) and Part 5 as homework.



Block period - 90 minutes

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-10 min
	10 min
	Hook plus a quick class prediction: which side gets to space first?

	10-45 min
	35 min
	Full slide deck with Guided Notes, stopping for discussion questions.

	45-75 min
	30 min
	Activity Parts 1-4, including a read-aloud of the NASA press kit excerpt.

	75-85 min
	10 min
	Activity Part 5 position paragraph, drafted in class.

	85-90 min
	5 min
	Exit Ticket.



Two short periods - 2 x 40 minutes

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	Day 1, 0-30
	30 min
	Slides 1-10 (through Apollo 1) with Guided Notes Sections 1-7.

	Day 1, 30-40
	10 min
	Review Guided Notes Sections 1-7 and post the Essential Question. Do NOT start Activity Part 1 yet - the Reference Guide includes Apollo 11 and the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project, not taught until Day 2.

	Day 2, 0-25
	25 min
	Slides 11-20 with Guided Notes Sections 8-13.

	Day 2, 25-35
	10 min
	Activity Parts 1-2, the Reference Guide and Apply the Terms - every term is now taught.

	Day 2, 35-40
	5 min
	Quiz or Exit Ticket. Assign Activity Parts 3-5 as homework.



SECTION 4
Google Classroom Setup
1. Print the Guided Notes and the Activity double-sided, one packet per student.
2. Open the slide deck and check that the four photographs display before class.
3. Decide up front whether the Quiz and Exit Ticket run on paper or in Google Forms.

SECTION 5
Quiz Answer Key (12 Questions)

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	What event is considered the start of the Space Race?
	A. The Soviet Union's launch of Sputnik 1 on October 4, 1957

	2
	What did the American satellite Explorer 1 discover shortly after its January 1958 launch?
	C. The Van Allen radiation belts surrounding Earth

	3
	Why did rocket technology matter so much during the Cold War?
	B. The same rockets used to launch satellites could deliver nuclear weapons

	4
	Who became the first human to step onto the Moon's surface, on July 20, 1969?
	D. Neil Armstrong

	5
	What made Yuri Gagarin's April 1961 flight historically significant?
	A. He became the first human to travel into space

	6
	Which rocket launched the Apollo 11 crew toward the Moon on July 16, 1969?
	D. The Saturn V

	7
	What was the main purpose of Project Gemini's spacewalk and docking missions?
	B. To practice skills NASA would need for an actual Moon landing

	8
	What happened to the Apollo 1 crew on January 27, 1967?
	C. They were killed in a fire during a launch pad test

	9
	In his May 25, 1961 speech to Congress, what specific goal did Kennedy set?
	B. Land a man on the Moon and return him safely before the decade was out

	10
	What did the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project accomplish in July 1975?
	D. It was the first joint U.S.-Soviet human spaceflight, docking in orbit

	11
	What did the Apollo 8 mission accomplish in December 1968?
	C. Its crew became the first humans to orbit the Moon

	12
	Based on the whole lesson, what does the Space Race best show about Cold War rivalry?
	A. Rivalry pushed real achievement, but it could also give way to cooperation



SECTION 6
Exit Ticket Answer Key

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	What is Sputnik 1, and why did its 1957 launch matter so much?
	A. The first artificial satellite, which showed the USSR had gotten to space first

	2
	What specific promise did Kennedy make in his May 1961 speech to Congress?
	C. That the U.S. would land a man on the Moon before the decade was out

	3
	What did the 1975 Apollo-Soyuz Test Project show about U.S.-Soviet relations?
	B. That the two rivals could cooperate in space after years of competing



SECTION 7
Scoring Rubric

The Space Race - Suggested Point Values

	Criterion
	Points

	Guided Notes - completed blanks
	10

	Activity Parts 1-2 - Reference Guide and applied terms
	10

	Activity Part 3 - order and explain
	15

	Activity Part 4 - Primary Source Spotlight
	20

	Activity Part 5 - position paragraph
	20

	Quiz - 12 multiple choice questions
	12

	Exit Ticket - 3 questions plus quick write
	13

	TOTAL
	100



SECTION 8
Teaching Tips
	
	Open with the direction question before any slide: "If two rival superpowers wanted to prove whose system was better without fighting a war, where might that happen?" Students who have studied the Cold War arms-race toolkits should connect rockets built for missiles to rockets built for satellites right away.



	
	Expect students to think the Space Race was a single event. It is a chain of specific firsts - Sputnik (1957), Gagarin (1961), Kennedy's commitment (1961), Apollo 1 (1967), Apollo 8 (1968), Apollo 11 (1969) - and the Order and Explain activity depends on students holding that whole chain, not just the ending.



	
	Read the NASA press-kit excerpt's plaque inscription out loud before students answer Part 4 - "WE CAME IN PEACE FOR ALL MANKIND" is short, famous, and gives every student, including credit-recovery readers who skim dense text, a concrete quote to reason about in the analysis questions.



	
	The most common wrong quiz answer is naming Neil Armstrong as the pilot of Vostok 1 or crediting him with the first human spaceflight. Hold the line that Armstrong is first on the MOON (1969); Gagarin is first in SPACE (1961) - two different Cold War firsts, eight years apart.



	
	For Part 5, require the position sentence before students write anything else. The lesson evidence supports a two-part answer - rivalry produced real achievement, but that same rivalry gave way to cooperation by 1975 - and Key Takeaway 4 and the legacy slide both point the same way. A one-sided paragraph earns full credit only if it cites lesson evidence that actually outweighs the Apollo-Soyuz handshake.




SECTION 9
Extension Activities
1. Two Kinds of Firsts
Have students research one additional Space Race "first" not covered in the lesson (for example, the first woman in space, Valentina Tereshkova, 1963) and write a half-page paragraph explaining which side achieved it and how it fits the lesson's Cold War timeline. Needs only a printout or classroom internet access.

2. Build the Timeline
Give students a blank timeline strip from 1957 to 1975 and have them place all ten Reference Guide events on it with a one-sentence caption for each, then circle the single event they think mattered most and defend the choice in one sentence.

3. Rivalry or Cooperation?
Students pick one other Cold War rivalry moment (from an earlier toolkit, such as the Berlin Wall or the Cuban Missile Crisis) and build a two-column chart comparing how that moment resolved to how the Space Race resolved with Apollo-Soyuz - competition only, or competition that eventually gave way to cooperation.


SECTION 10
Whole-Class Discussion Questions
1. The Space Race began because Sputnik scared the United States. Does fear make a good long-term reason for a nation to pursue a huge scientific achievement?

2. Kennedy set the Moon goal without knowing for certain the U.S. could reach it. What does that decision tell you about the relationship between political promises and scientific reality?

3. The Apollo 1 fire killed three astronauts during a routine test, not during an actual flight. Does that change how you think about the risk NASA was taking on with every Apollo mission?

4. By 1975, the same two rivals who raced each other to the Moon were shaking hands in orbit. What do you think changed - the technology, the politics, or both?

5. If the Space Race had never happened, do you think the Moon landing would have happened at all, on any timeline? Why or why not?
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	If you enjoyed this product, please do not forget to rate and review to assist other teachers.



	
	Looking for future discounts? Earn TPT credits by reviewing purchased products.



Please contact me if you have any issues with this product. Just like our students, I am always looking for opportunities to grow.
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