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	1.
	What event is considered the start of the Space Race?



	A. The Soviet Union's launch of Sputnik 1 on October 4, 1957 ✓
	B. President Kennedy's 1961 Moon speech to Congress

	
	

	C. The creation of NASA by the U.S. Congress in response to the Sputnik shock
	D. Yuri Gagarin's orbital flight in April 1961



	2.
	What did the American satellite Explorer 1 discover shortly after its January 1958 launch?



	A. Radio signals coming from the Moon's surface
	B. Evidence of a Soviet satellite already in a higher orbit

	
	

	C. The Van Allen radiation belts surrounding Earth ✓
	D. New details about Sputnik 1's exact orbit



	3.
	Why did rocket technology matter so much during the Cold War?



	A. It was the only new technology either superpower had built since 1945
	B. The same rockets used to launch satellites could deliver nuclear weapons ✓

	
	

	C. Only rockets could be tracked accurately by radar on both sides
	D. Treaties required both superpowers to test rockets in public



	4.
	Who became the first human to step onto the Moon's surface, on July 20, 1969?



	A. Michael Collins
	B. Buzz Aldrin

	
	

	C. Yuri Gagarin
	D. Neil Armstrong ✓



	5.
	What made Yuri Gagarin's April 1961 flight historically significant?



	A. He became the first human to travel into space ✓
	B. He was the first person to walk on the Moon

	
	

	C. He was the first person to dock two spacecraft together
	D. He completed the first American spaceflight



	6.
	Which rocket launched the Apollo 11 crew toward the Moon on July 16, 1969?



	A. The Redstone
	B. The Atlas

	
	

	C. The Titan II
	D. The Saturn V ✓



	7.
	What was the main purpose of Project Gemini's spacewalk and docking missions?



	A. To repair damage to Sputnik-era Soviet satellites
	B. To practice skills NASA would need for an actual Moon landing ✓

	
	

	C. To test whether astronauts could survive without a spacecraft
	D. To replace the Mercury program after it was cancelled



	8.
	What happened to the Apollo 1 crew on January 27, 1967?



	A. They landed safely after the first crewed Apollo flight
	B. They became the first crew to orbit the Moon

	
	

	C. They were killed in a fire during a launch pad test ✓
	D. They were rescued after an in-flight oxygen tank explosion



	9.
	In his May 25, 1961 speech to Congress, what specific goal did Kennedy set?



	A. Launch the first satellite into orbit before the Soviet Union
	B. Land a man on the Moon and return him safely before the decade was out ✓

	
	

	C. Build a permanent American space station in orbit within just five years
	D. Win a formal treaty ending the arms race with the Soviet Union



	10.
	What did the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project accomplish in July 1975?



	A. It launched the first American astronaut into orbit around the Moon and back safely

	

	B. It was the final Apollo mission to land astronauts on the Moon

	

	C. It replaced NASA's Apollo program with a shared space station

	

	D. It was the first joint U.S.-Soviet human spaceflight, docking in orbit ✓



	11.
	What did the Apollo 8 mission accomplish in December 1968?



	A. It became the first crewed mission to land on the Moon
	B. It tested the redesigned Apollo command module in Earth orbit only

	
	

	C. Its crew became the first humans to orbit the Moon ✓
	D. It carried the first joint U.S.-Soviet crew into space



	12.
	Based on the whole lesson, what does the Space Race best show about Cold War rivalry?



	A. Rivalry pushed real achievement, but it could also give way to cooperation ✓
	B. Rivalry only ever produced conflict and never produced any real achievement

	
	

	C. The Soviet Union never made any real progress in space technology
	D. Cold War competition ended completely the moment Apollo 11 landed



ANSWERS
	1.
	A

	2.
	C

	3.
	B

	4.
	D

	5.
	A

	6.
	D

	7.
	B

	8.
	C

	9.
	B

	10.
	D

	11.
	C

	12.
	A
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