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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain why the Soviet launch of Sputnik in 1957 shocked the United States.
2. Describe how early Soviet space firsts put the U.S. on the defensive.
3. Explain why Kennedy committed the U.S. to landing a man on the Moon.
4. Trace the Apollo program from its setbacks to the July 1969 Moon landing.
5. Evaluate what the Space Race reveals about Cold War rivalry and cooperation.

SECTION 1
Two Superpowers, One New Battlefield
Rivals Reach for the Sky
After 1945, the U.S. and the                became Cold War rivals.
Both nations built long-range                to deliver nuclear weapons.
The Cold War competition to achieve firsts in spaceflight became known as the               , the subject of this whole lesson.
 
SECTION 2
Sputnik Shocks the World
The Beep Heard Around the World
On October               , 1957, the USSR launched Sputnik 1.
               was the first artificial satellite ever put into orbit.
Sputnik was about the size of a                and beeped by radio.
 
SECTION 3
America Answers: NASA Is Born
Catching Up
The U.S. launched its own satellite,               , in January 1958.
In 1958, Congress created the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, known as               , as the federal agency to run the U.S. space program.
NASA was created directly in response to Sputnik, replacing scattered military rocket teams in               , the same year Explorer 1 launched.
Explorer 1 made a real scientific discovery: the                radiation belts circling Earth.
 
SECTION 4
The Soviets Strike Again: A Human in Orbit
First Human in Space
On April 12,               , cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin flew Vostok 1.
               became the first human to travel into space.
Gagarin's spacecraft,               , orbited the Earth once in about 108 minutes.
 
SECTION 5
Kennedy Sets a Goal: The Moon
A Promise to the Nation
On May               , 1961, Kennedy asked Congress to commit to a Moon landing.
Kennedy's goal was to land a man on the                and return him safely to Earth.
Kennedy set his deadline as "before this                is out," meaning by the end of 1969.
NASA's program built to reach that goal was called the               , which ran from 1961 to 1972.
 
SECTION 6
Building the Skills to Get There
Practice First
Project                put the first American astronauts into orbit.
Project                practiced spacewalks and docking in orbit.
               two spacecraft together in orbit was a Gemini-era first.
 
SECTION 7
A Tragedy on the Launch Pad
A Setback That Led to a Safer Ship
On January               , 1967, Apollo 1 ran a routine launch pad test.
The                fire killed astronauts Grissom, White, and Chaffee and grounded NASA for over a year.
After the fire, NASA grounded the program to investigate and                the spacecraft.
 
SECTION 8
Apollo 8: First to Circle the Moon
The Dress Rehearsal
In                1968, Apollo 8 launched toward the Moon.
Apollo 8's crew became the first humans to                another world.
Anders' photo of Earth rising over the lunar horizon is known as               , one of the most reproduced images in history.
 
SECTION 9
Launch: Apollo 11 Leaves Earth
Liftoff
On July               , 1969, Apollo 11 launched from Florida.
A                rocket carried the Apollo 11 crew toward the Moon.
Neil                commanded Apollo 11, alongside Aldrin and Collins.
 
SECTION 10
One Small Step
Touchdown
On July               , 1969, the Lunar Module Eagle landed on the Moon.
Neil                became the first human to step onto the Moon.
Armstrong called it one "small               " for man, one giant leap for mankind.
 
SECTION 11
Coming Home, and Five More Landings
After the Landing
Apollo 11 splashed down in the Pacific on July               , 1969, ending the mission safely.
In 1970,                survived an oxygen tank crisis without landing on the Moon.
The Apollo program ended with                in December 1972.
 
SECTION 12
From Rivals to Partners: 1975
A Handshake in Orbit
The Apollo-Soyuz Test Project was a joint U.S.-Soviet mission that docked an American Apollo with a Soviet                spacecraft in orbit.
Astronauts and cosmonauts shook                in orbit, easing Cold War tensions in space between the two rivals.
This joint docking mission took place in July of               , marking a historic moment of cooperation.
 
SECTION 13
What the Space Race Proved
Rivalry and Its Results
The Moon landing was both a scientific and a                victory in the Cold War rivalry.
Space technology led to                used in daily life today, like GPS and weather forecasting.
By 1975, Space Race rivalry gave way to                between the two superpowers.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ Sputnik's 1957 launch shocked the U.S. and started the Space Race
★ Kennedy committed the U.S. to landing on the Moon after Gagarin's flight
★ Apollo 11 fulfilled that promise on July 20, 1969
★ By 1975, the same rivals docked spacecraft together in orbit
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