	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE SAMURAI WARRIOR CODE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Samurai Warrior Code


On-slide summary: The Samurai Warrior Code; Loyalty, honor, and skill in combat in the world of feudal Japan's warrior class.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the arc: the samurai were real warriors, and this lesson traces the three values at the heart of their code - loyalty, honor, and combat skill.
•  Flag the honesty theme early - much of what people 'know' about samurai comes from war tales and movies that idealize them.
	
	•  Preview the word bushido but warn that the named, written code came centuries after the samurai's early history.
•  Discuss: where does your picture of a samurai come from - history, movies, anime, or games?



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson on the samurai warrior class and the values - loyalty, honor, combat skill - of their code.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Samurai Warrior Code classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What do you already picture when you hear the word 'samurai'?
•  Where do you think that picture comes from - history, movies, or both?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain who the samurai were and where they fit in feudal Japan.; Describe the code's values: loyalty to one's lord, honor, and combat skill.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the four learning targets and flag target 3 as the one that corrects a common myth about a written samurai code.
•  Stress that target 2 names the three code values - loyalty, honor, combat skill - students will trace all lesson long.
	
	•  Preview the primary source in target 4: a scene from The Tale of the Heike that students will read as an epic, not a report.
•  Which of these four targets sounds hardest, and why is judging a war epic fairly so tricky?



	BACKGROUND
•  Four targets: who the samurai were, the code's three values, the later naming of bushido, and the primary source.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four targets sounds most surprising to you?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	Who Were the Samurai?


On-slide summary: Who Were the Samurai?; The SAMURAI were the hereditary WARRIOR class of feudal Japan.; They served a lord in war and were rewarded with land or income.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the samurai as the hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan - born, not chosen, into the role.
•  Explain the bargain: a samurai served a lord in war and received land, income, or protection in return.
•  Correct a scale myth - samurai were a small armed elite, not most of the Japanese population.
	
	•  Note the childhood training in sword, bow, and horse that set samurai apart from farmers and merchants.
•  Ask how being born into a warrior class would shape a person's whole life and expectations.



	BACKGROUND
•  The samurai: the hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan, a small armed elite sworn to serve a lord.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who Were the Samurai? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it mean that samurai status was hereditary?
•  Why would a lord reward a warrior with land or income?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: WARRIOR (the SAMURAI were the hereditary warrior class) and HEREDITARY (a samurai's rank was hereditary, passed from father to son).



	SLIDE 4
	Feudal Japan: Shogun, Daimyo, and Samurai


On-slide summary: Feudal Japan: Shogun, Daimyo, and Samurai; Shogun; The supreme military ruler of Japan, who held real power while the emperor reigned in name only.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Lay out the hierarchy top to bottom: emperor (symbol), shogun (real military power), daimyo (landholding lords), samurai (warriors).
•  Define the shogun as the supreme military ruler who governed in the emperor's name.
•  Define the daimyo as a landholding lord whom samurai served in exchange for land or income.
	
	•  Draw the Europe comparison - loyalty and service for land and protection is the same feudal bargain students met earlier in the unit.
•  Ask why a country would keep an emperor who reigned but did not truly rule.



	BACKGROUND
•  Feudal Japan's military hierarchy: emperor in name, shogun in power, daimyo lords, and the samurai who served them.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Feudal Japan: Shogun, Daimyo, and Samurai classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is the shogun different from the emperor?
•  How does this hierarchy resemble feudal Europe?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MILITARY (the SHOGUN was the supreme military ruler) and LANDHOLDING (a DAIMYO was a powerful landholding lord).



	SLIDE 5
	Loyalty to One's Lord


On-slide summary: Loyalty to One's Lord; LOYALTY to one's lord was the CORE value of the samurai code.; A samurai owed faithful SERVICE to his daimyo, even unto death.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name loyalty as the core value - the duty of faithful service to one's lord that the war tales celebrate most.
•  Draw the key distinction: this loyalty was personal, sworn to a specific lord, not to an abstract nation like modern patriotism.
•  Stress the bond ran both ways - the lord owed protection and reward in return for the samurai's service.
	
	•  Connect to shame: betraying a lord was the deepest disgrace and could ruin a samurai's whole family.
•  Ask students to compare a samurai's personal loyalty to loyalties they feel today - to a team, a family, a country.



	BACKGROUND
•  Loyalty to one's lord - faithful, personal, two-way service even unto death - was the core value of the code.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Loyalty to One's Lord classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would betraying a lord bring such deep shame?
•  How is loyalty to a person different from loyalty to a nation?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SERVICE (a samurai owed faithful service to his lord) and PERSONAL (loyalty was personal, sworn to a lord, not an abstract nation).



	SLIDE 6
	Personal Honor


On-slide summary: Personal Honor; Honor; A samurai's personal REPUTATION and dignity, defended even at the cost of his life.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define honor as a samurai's personal reputation and dignity, held to be worth more than life itself.
•  Explain that honor was public - measured by other warriors and won or lost through conduct.
•  Connect honor to the family: a samurai's disgrace could shame his whole household, not just himself.
	
	•  Show how honor and loyalty reinforce each other - a loyal warrior gains honor, a betrayer loses it.
•  Why did a samurai care so intensely about honor - his public reputation and dignity?



	BACKGROUND
•  Honor - a samurai's public reputation and dignity - was defended even at the cost of life and tied to the whole family.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Personal Honor classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it mean that honor was 'public'?
•  How do honor and loyalty reinforce each other?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: REPUTATION (HONOR was a samurai's personal reputation and dignity) and PUBLIC (honor was public - won by conduct, lost by cowardice).



	SLIDE 7
	Skill in Combat and the Katana


On-slide summary: Skill in Combat and the Katana; Fact: The KATANA, the samurai's curved sword, was his signature weapon and a mark of his rank.; The Warrior's Training
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name combat skill as the third code value - trained for years in swordsmanship, archery, and horsemanship.
•  Define the katana as the samurai's curved sword, his signature weapon known for its craftsmanship.
•  Explain the katana as a status symbol - later law let only samurai carry two swords, setting them apart.
	
	•  Tie it back: in battle a samurai's honor was won or lost by his courage and skill.
•  Set up the next slide - students are about to see a Kuniyoshi print of samurai fighting in armor.



	BACKGROUND
•  Skill in combat was the third value; the katana, the samurai's curved sword, was his signature weapon and status symbol.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Skill in Combat and the Katana classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a weapon become a symbol of status?
•  What skills did a samurai train in for years?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: COMBAT (skill in combat was expected of every samurai) and SWORD (the KATANA was the samurai's curved sword).



	SLIDE 8
	Samurai in Armor


On-slide summary: Samurai in Armor; Samurai in armor fighting with swords (Utagawa Kuniyoshi, 1845).; Lamellar armor and helmets
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students a quiet moment to find the layered armor, the helmets, and the drawn swords before you narrate.
•  Name what they see: samurai in lamellar armor fighting at close range with katana-style swords.
•  Source it honestly - this is an 1845 Kuniyoshi print of a 12th-century battle, a heroic image made about 650 years later, not an eyewitness scene.
	
	•  Connect it to the previous slide: the armor and swords are exactly the equipment and combat skill just described.
•  Which details in this print match what you learned about a samurai's armor and weapons?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Samurai in Armor classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Samurai in Armor in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Samurai in Armor



	SLIDE 9
	The Way of the Warrior


On-slide summary: The Way of the Warrior; The samurai's values - loyalty, honor, courage - guided how a warrior lived.; In the Genpei and Kamakura eras these were LIVED customs, not a written code.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make the honesty point directly - in the Genpei era the samurai's values were lived custom, not a written rulebook.
•  Explain how ideals spread without a book: by example, war tales, and family and clan tradition.
•  Preview the payoff - the name bushido for this code was attached centuries later, a point the lesson returns to.
	
	•  Warn students against imagining a printed 'Samurai Code' handed to each young warrior.
•  How do 'unwritten rules' spread in a group you belong to, with no written code to read?



	BACKGROUND
•  In the Genpei era the warrior's values were lived custom, taught by example and war tales - not a single written rulebook.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Way of the Warrior classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can a 'code' exist without being written down?
•  How were the ideals passed from one generation to the next?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: LIVED (the samurai's values were lived customs, not a written code) and CENTURIES (the name bushido came centuries later).



	SLIDE 10
	Seppuku: Death Before Dishonor


On-slide summary: Seppuku: Death Before Dishonor; Seppuku; RITUAL suicide by which a samurai could die with honor rather than face capture or disgrace.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define seppuku as ritual suicide by which a samurai could die with honor rather than face capture or disgrace.
•  Show how it flows from the code - honor and loyalty valued more than life made a chosen death conceivable.
•  Insist on the critical read - a real practice, but the calm 'perfect death' image is a later romantic simplification.
	
	•  Note the practice changed over centuries; do not treat one movie image as the whole truth.
•  Ask students to separate the ideal seppuku expressed from the human reality of fear and pressure.



	BACKGROUND
•  Seppuku: ritual suicide to die with honor rather than face capture or disgrace - a real practice students should read critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Seppuku: Death Before Dishonor classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How does seppuku follow from the values of honor and loyalty?
•  Why treat the romantic image of seppuku with caution?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: RITUAL (SEPPUKU was ritual suicide) and CRITICALLY (treat the romantic 'perfect warrior' image critically).



	SLIDE 11
	The Genpei War and The Tale of the Heike


On-slide summary: The Genpei War and The Tale of the Heike; Genpei War; The 1180-1185 civil war between the Taira and Minamoto clans for control of Japan.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set the stage: the Genpei War (1180-1185) was a civil war between the Taira (Heike) and Minamoto (Genji) clans.
•  Name the outcome - the Minamoto won and founded the first shogunate, linking back to the hierarchy slide.
•  Introduce The Tale of the Heike as the war epic that memorializes and idealizes samurai conduct on both sides.
	
	•  Point ahead to the famous Heike scene at Ichi-no-tani (1184), Kumagai and the young Atsumori, which students read in the Activity.
•  Why do a war epic's heroes so often include warriors from BOTH the winning and the losing side?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Genpei War (1180-1185) between the Taira and Minamoto produced The Tale of the Heike, the great samurai war epic.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Genpei War and The Tale of the Heike classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Who fought the Genpei War, and what was at stake?
•  Why do wars so often produce famous stories and epics?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CIVIL (the GENPEI WAR was a civil war between the Taira and Minamoto) and EPIC (THE TALE OF THE HEIKE is a war epic).



	SLIDE 12
	Kumagai and Atsumori at Ichi-no-tani


On-slide summary: Kumagai and Atsumori at Ichi-no-tani; Kumagai and Atsumori at Ichi-no-tani (Utagawa Kuniyoshi, 1845).; Two mounted samurai in armor
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students look first and find the two mounted, armored warriors meeting in the surf and the fleet of boats offshore.
•  Tell the moment: Kumagai calls the young Atsumori back from the Taira boats to fight - the scene from the Heike.
•  Source it honestly - an 1845 Kuniyoshi print of a 1184 event, a heroic image made about 650 years later.
	
	•  Point out the cartouches name Kumagai Naozane and Atsumori, tying the picture to the Activity's primary source.
•  What mood do the sunset, the waves, and the lone young warrior create, and why would an artist choose it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Kumagai and Atsumori at Ichi-no-tani classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Kumagai and Atsumori at Ichi-no-tani in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Kumagai and Atsumori at Ichi-no-tani



	SLIDE 13
	An Epic, Not a Battle Report


On-slide summary: An Epic, Not a Battle Report; The Tale of the Heike is a literary war EPIC, not a neutral news report.; It was performed ALOUD for centuries before it was written down.
TALKING POINTS
	•  State it plainly - The Tale of the Heike is a literary epic meant to inspire, not a neutral battle report.
•  Add the performance history: it was chanted aloud for centuries, often by blind lute-playing monks, before being written.
•  Name the Buddhist theme - impermanence (mono no aware), the pathos that even the mighty Taira rise only to fall.
	
	•  Draw the sourcing lesson: read the Heike for the ideal it celebrates, not as verified eyewitness fact.
•  How should knowing the Heike was performed to move an audience change the way we trust its details?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Heike is a literary epic performed aloud for centuries that idealizes samurai conduct - read for its ideal, not as fact.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Epic, Not a Battle Report classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How does an epic differ from a news report?
•  What is the Buddhist theme of impermanence in the Heike?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ALOUD (the epic was performed aloud for centuries before it was written down) and IDEAL (read it for the ideal it celebrates).



	SLIDE 14
	Bushido: A Name Added Later


On-slide summary: Bushido: A Name Added Later; Bushido; 'The way of the warrior' - the later NAME for the samurai code of loyalty, honor, and courage.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define bushido as 'the way of the warrior,' the later name for the code of loyalty, honor, and courage.
•  Give the timing - written codes came in the peaceful Tokugawa era (1600s on), long after the Genpei War.
•  Credit Nitobe Inazo's 1900 book Bushido for popularizing a tidy, unified code for the modern world.
	
	•  Hammer the honesty point - never claim samurai followed a written code called bushido in 1185.
•  Ask why peacetime administrators might look back and tidy a messy warrior past into a neat code.



	BACKGROUND
•  Bushido is the later name for the samurai code - written in the peaceful Tokugawa era and popularized by Nitobe's 1900 book.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Bushido: A Name Added Later classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would written codes appear in peacetime, not during the wars?
•  Why does it matter that Nitobe's book is from 1900?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: NAME (BUSHIDO is the later name for the samurai code) and TOKUGAWA (written codes came in the peaceful Tokugawa era).



	SLIDE 15
	How Do We Know? Reading the Heike


On-slide summary: How Do We Know? Reading the Heike; Much of the samurai's fame comes from war TALES like the Heike.; But a tale is meant to inspire, so it can exaggerate or invent.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the slide as sourcing practice that sets up the Primary Source Spotlight.
•  Explain the risk - a tale meant to inspire can exaggerate, simplify, or invent, unlike a court transcript.
•  Describe the historian's move - cross-check the Heike against court diaries, temple records, and official documents.
	
	•  Teach the master question: ask what a source is FOR before trusting its every detail.
•  Which details of a heroic samurai tale would you most want to cross-check before believing them?



	BACKGROUND
•  Much of the samurai image comes from inspiring war tales; historians cross-check the Heike against diaries and records.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Do We Know? Reading the Heike classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why not simply trust The Tale of the Heike?
•  What kinds of sources would a historian cross-check it against?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: TALES (the samurai's fame comes from war tales like the Heike) and CROSS-CHECK (historians cross-check it against diaries and records).



	SLIDE 16
	Legacy of the Samurai Code


On-slide summary: Legacy of the Samurai Code; Real values; Loyalty, honor, and courage genuinely shaped samurai life for centuries.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Affirm the real part - loyalty, honor, and courage genuinely shaped samurai life for centuries.
•  Name the distortion - later ages polished the samurai into a flawless, romantic ideal.
•  Trace modern uses - the bushido image was borrowed by early-1900s nationalism and today by films, anime, and games.
	
	•  Model the honest view - admire the ideals while remembering real samurai were complex people in a violent world.
•  Why does every age seem to rewrite its past warriors into the heroes it wants to see?



	BACKGROUND
•  The code's values were real, but later ages polished the samurai into a romantic myth borrowed by modern politics and pop culture.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Legacy of the Samurai Code classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why do later ages tend to romanticize past warriors?
•  How can you admire an ideal and stay honest about the reality?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: POLISHED (later ages polished the samurai into a perfect ideal) and COMPLEX (the real samurai were complex people).



	SLIDE 17
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The SAMURAI were the hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan, sworn to a lord.; Their code valued LOYALTY to one's lord, personal HONOR, and skill in COMBAT.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Rebuild the spine: the samurai were a warrior class whose code valued loyalty, honor, and combat skill.
•  Restate the honesty frame - the values were lived custom; the named code bushido came centuries later.
	
	•  Reinforce the two cautions: seppuku is often romanticized, and the Heike is an epic that idealizes.
•  Which single takeaway best captures why the samurai image must be read critically?



	BACKGROUND
•  Six takeaways: the warrior class, the three code values, bushido named later, seppuku, the Heike as epic, and the critical read.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway best captures why we read the samurai code critically?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Synthesis slide - review section only.
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