	WORLD HISTORY
THE SAMURAI WARRIOR CODE
TEACHER GUIDE - EVERYTHING YOU NEED



SECTION 1
What's Included

	Component
	Format

	Guided Notes - Student
	Google Doc

	Guided Notes - Teacher Key
	Google Doc

	Activity - Student
	Google Doc

	Activity - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Quiz - Student
	Google Doc

	Quiz - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Exit Ticket - Student
	Google Doc

	Exit Ticket - Answer Key
	Google Doc

	Teacher Guide
	Google Doc

	Slides
	Google Slides



SECTION 2
Overview
Subject: World History    |    Grade Level: 9-12
In this lesson students learn who the samurai were and what their warrior code actually demanded. They start by placing the samurai - the hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan - inside Japan's feudal military hierarchy of shogun, daimyo, and samurai, and then trace the three core values of the code: loyalty to one's lord, personal honor, and skill in combat. Students read a famous scene from The Tale of the Heike - the moment the warrior Kumagai Naozane kills the young Taira noble Atsumori at the Battle of Ichi-no-tani - as a primary source, and weigh it carefully as a literary war epic that idealizes samurai rather than a neutral report. The lesson is deliberately honest: in the age of the Genpei War these values were lived custom, not a written rulebook, and the famous name 'bushido' was written down and popularized centuries later, most of all by Nitobe's 1900 book. Students leave able to explain the genuine values of the samurai code while reading the romantic 'perfect warrior' image critically.

Key Vocabulary

	Term
	Definition

	Samurai
	The hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan, trained from childhood to serve a lord in war and to live by a demanding code.

	Bushido
	'The way of the warrior,' the later name for the samurai code of loyalty, honor, and courage; it was written down and named centuries after the Genpei War.

	Daimyo
	A powerful landholding lord of feudal Japan whom samurai served in exchange for land, income, or protection.

	Shogun
	The supreme military ruler of Japan, who held real power while the emperor reigned in name only.

	Loyalty
	A samurai's duty of faithful service to his lord, even unto death; the core value of the warrior code.

	Honor
	A samurai's personal reputation and dignity, defended even at the cost of his life.

	Seppuku
	Ritual suicide by which a samurai could die with honor rather than face capture or disgrace.

	Katana
	The curved sword that was the samurai's signature weapon and a symbol of his status.

	The Tale of the Heike
	The medieval Japanese war epic that memorializes and idealizes samurai conduct during the Genpei War.

	Genpei War
	The 1180-1185 civil war between the Taira and Minamoto clans for control of Japan; the setting of The Tale of the Heike.



SECTION 3
Suggested Pacing
Standard period (one day, 50 minutes)

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-5 min
	5 min
	Hook: ask students to describe a samurai in one sentence, then ask where that image comes from - history or movies? Hold the answers for the sourcing discussion.

	5-25 min
	20 min
	Run the slide deck + Guided Notes. Pause at the three values (loyalty, honor, combat), the "lived custom vs. written code" slide, and the honest bushido-was-named-later slide.

	25-45 min
	20 min
	Activity Parts 1-4: Reference Guide, Apply the Terms, The Warrior's Code, and the Primary Source Spotlight (Kumagai and Atsumori from The Tale of the Heike).

	45-50 min
	5 min
	Exit Ticket (3 MC + quick write). Activity Part 5 (research report) assigned for homework or next class.



Block period (one day, 90 minutes)

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-10 min
	10 min
	Warm-up + hook. Ask what "unwritten rules" a group can follow without any rulebook, to set up how a samurai code could exist as lived custom.

	10-45 min
	35 min
	Full slide deck + Guided Notes, working the warrior class, the feudal hierarchy, the three values, seppuku, the Genpei War and the Heike, bushido as a later name, sourcing, and legacy.

	45-80 min
	35 min
	Full Activity: Reference Guide, Apply the Terms, The Warrior's Code, Primary Source Spotlight, and the research report.

	80-90 min
	10 min
	Quiz (12 MC) + Exit Ticket (3 MC + quick write).



Two short periods (two days)

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	Day 1
	50 min
	Slides 1-10 + Guided Notes sections 1-7 (the samurai, the feudal hierarchy, loyalty, honor, combat and the katana, the way of the warrior, seppuku) + Activity Parts 1-3.

	Day 2
	50 min
	Slides 11-17 + Guided Notes sections 8-12 (the Genpei War and the Heike, the epic, bushido as a later name, sourcing, and legacy) + Activity Part 4 (Primary Source Spotlight) + Part 5 (report) + Quiz + Exit Ticket.



SECTION 4
Google Classroom Setup
1. Open your Google Classroom classwork page.
2. Create assignments for the Quiz and Exit Ticket forms.

SECTION 5
Quiz Answer Key (12 Questions)

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	Who were the samurai?
	A

	2
	In feudal Japan's hierarchy, who held real power and who did the samurai directly serve?
	B

	3
	What was the CORE value of the samurai code?
	C

	4
	What does 'honor' mean in the samurai code?
	D

	5
	What was the katana, and what did it represent?
	A

	6
	During the Genpei and Kamakura eras, how did samurai actually follow their 'code'?
	B

	7
	What was seppuku?
	C

	8
	What was the Genpei War?
	D

	9
	What is The Tale of the Heike, and how should it be read?
	A

	10
	When did 'bushido' become a named, written code?
	B

	11
	Which statement gives the most HONEST picture of the samurai code?
	C

	12
	Why must historians be careful when using The Tale of the Heike as a source?
	D



SECTION 6
Exit Ticket Answer Key

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	During the Genpei and Kamakura eras, how did the samurai's 'code' actually exist?
	A

	2
	What is the most accurate statement about the word 'bushido'?
	B

	3
	How should a careful history student read The Tale of the Heike?
	C

	4
	The samurai code valued loyalty to one's lord, personal honor, and skill in combat. In 3-4 sentences, explain (1) what those three values meant to a samurai, and (2) why a historian would say the famous 'perfect warrior' image of the samurai should be read critically. Use at least TWO of these terms: samurai, loyalty, honor, bushido, The Tale of the Heike.
	Quick Write



SECTION 7
Scoring Rubric

Activity Rubric (50 points total)

	Criterion
	Points

	Part 1 - Samurai Reference Guide (5 blanked terms from slides + Guided Notes, 1 pt each)
	5

	Part 2 - Apply the Terms (5 short answers, 2 pts each)
	10

	Part 3 - The Warrior's Code (3 questions @ 4 pts each)
	12

	Part 4 - Primary Source Spotlight (5 sourcing/comprehension/analysis questions)
	11

	Part 5 - The Ideal and the Reality (2 questions @ 3 pts + research report @ 6 pts)
	12

	TOTAL
	50



SECTION 8
Teaching Tips
	
	Open by surfacing the myth. Most students' samurai image comes from films, anime, and games, not history. Put the real thesis on the board early: the samurai were a real warrior class with real values, but our vivid picture of them comes largely from war tales that idealize them. The whole lesson trains students to admire the ideals while reading the "perfect warrior" image critically.



	
	Teach the hierarchy as a ladder. Students confuse the emperor and the shogun. Draw it top to bottom: emperor (symbol only), shogun (real military power), daimyo (landholding lords), samurai (warriors who serve). Then connect it back to the lord-and-vassal feudalism they met earlier in the unit - the same bargain of service for land, on the other side of the world.



	
	Be relentless about "lived custom vs. written code." The single most important honesty point is that in the Genpei era (1180-1185) there was no rulebook called "bushido." The values were passed down by example and war tales; the named, written code came centuries later and was popularized by Nitobe's 1900 book. Do not let a student write "samurai followed a written code called bushido in 1185" - the quiz, exit ticket, and Part 5 all test exactly this.



	
	Handle the Atsumori scene with care and use its power. The Primary Source Spotlight is emotionally strong: Kumagai kills a boy his own son's age and weeps. Let students feel it, then make the sourcing move: the Heike is an epic performed to move an audience, so its exact words are shaped to teach an ideal. Ask what the scene reliably shows (what medieval Japan VALUED) versus what to doubt (that this dialogue happened word for word).



	
	Treat seppuku seriously but critically. Students may know seppuku only as a dramatic movie moment. Teach it as a real practice that flowed from honor and loyalty, but insist they separate the ideal it expressed from the human reality of fear, pressure, and change over time. This models the whole lesson's habit of admiring an ideal without swallowing the romance.




SECTION 9
Extension Activities
1. Values in the Scene
Have students reread the Primary Source Spotlight excerpt and mark it up: underline every line that shows HONOR, circle every line that shows the warrior's painful DUTY, and box any line showing COURAGE. Then have them write two sentences on which value the epic seems to admire most. Reinforces the three code values and close reading; needs only the printed excerpt.

2. Lived Custom vs. Written Code
Ask students to list three "unwritten rules" that a team, family, or friend group follows without any rulebook, then write a short paragraph explaining how the early samurai code could work the same way - as lived custom taught by example - before "bushido" was ever written down. Reinforces the honesty theme; needs only paper.

3. Real and Idealized T-Chart
Students draw a T-chart labeled "Real values" and "Idealized image," fill each side with at least three specific facts from the lesson (e.g., loyalty, honor, combat skill; versus the perfect-warrior war-tale hero, bushido named later, romanticized seppuku), then write one honest sentence summing up the samurai code. Reinforces the "hold both truths" framing; needs only paper.


SECTION 10
Whole-Class Discussion Questions
1. The samurai's values were passed down as lived custom, not a written rulebook. Can a group have a powerful "code" with no book to read - and how would you even learn it?

2. A samurai's loyalty was sworn to a specific lord, not to a nation or flag. How is that different from the loyalties people feel today, and does the difference matter?

3. In the Primary Source Spotlight, Kumagai weeps but kills the boy anyway because his duty demands it. Does the scene make the samurai code look admirable, tragic, or both - and why?

4. The word "bushido" was popularized by a book written in 1900, centuries after the samurai's wars. Why might a later age want to tidy a messy warrior past into a neat, noble code?

5. Almost everything vivid we "know" about samurai comes from war tales meant to inspire. How should that change the way we trust famous stories about heroes from any culture?
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	If you enjoyed this product, please do not forget to rate and review to assist other teachers.



	
	Looking for future discounts? Earn TPT credits by reviewing purchased products.



Please contact me if you have any issues with this product. Just like our students, I am always looking for opportunities to grow.
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