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	1.
	Who were the samurai?



	A. The class of merchants who controlled all trade and commerce in feudal Japan
	B. The hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan, trained to serve a lord in war ✓

	
	

	C. Buddhist monks who governed Japan's temples
	D. Farmers who were drafted into the army during wartime only



	2.
	In feudal Japan's hierarchy, who held real power and who did the samurai directly serve?



	A. The emperor held supreme power in Japan, and all samurai served him personally and directly

	

	B. Foreign kings ruled Japan, and samurai served them

	

	C. The samurai answered to no one and ruled Japan themselves

	

	D. The shogun was the supreme military ruler, while samurai served landholding daimyo lords ✓



	3.
	What was the CORE value of the samurai code?



	A. Loyalty - faithful service to one's lord, even unto death ✓
	B. Isolation - avoiding all contact with other clans

	
	

	C. Wealth and status - gathering as much land and gold as possible
	D. Equality - treating every class of people the same



	4.
	What does 'honor' mean in the samurai code?



	A. A yearly tax paid to the shogun

	

	B. A formal written contract made between two clans and families

	

	C. A samurai's personal reputation and dignity, defended even at the cost of life ✓

	

	D. A samurai's private wealth and treasures, kept hidden from others and their family



	5.
	What was the katana, and what did it represent?



	A. A type of defensive Japanese castle built by daimyo lords
	B. The samurai's curved sword - his signature weapon and a symbol of his status ✓

	
	

	C. The formal title given to a daimyo's heir
	D. A formal tax document carried by traveling merchants throughout feudal Japan



	6.
	During the Genpei and Kamakura eras, how did samurai actually follow their 'code'?



	A. The values were lived custom, taught by example, war tales, and family tradition - not a single written book ✓

	

	B. They memorized a printed rulebook titled 'The Samurai Code' and studied it very carefully throughout their formal training

	

	C. They signed yearly written oaths created and enforced by the Japanese emperor

	

	D. There were no shared values among samurai at all



	7.
	What was seppuku?



	A. Ritual suicide by which a samurai could die with honor rather than face capture or disgrace ✓

	

	B. A training exercise for young samurai archers to develop their combat abilities

	

	C. A festival held to honor a daimyo's ancestors

	

	D. The formal ceremony in which a young samurai received his first sword and formally became a warrior



	8.
	What was the Genpei War?



	A. A war between Japan and the Mongols

	

	B. A rebellion of farmers against the samurai class for land rights and their freedom

	

	C. A trade dispute settled peacefully without military combat

	

	D. The 1180-1185 civil war between the Taira and Minamoto clans for control of Japan ✓



	9.
	What is The Tale of the Heike, and how should it be read?



	A. A Mongol account of their invasion of Japan

	

	B. An exact, official transcript of every Genpei War battle

	

	C. A modern novel written in the year 1900

	

	D. A literary war epic that memorializes and idealizes samurai conduct - read for its ideal, not as a neutral report ✓



	10.
	When did 'bushido' become a named, written code?



	A. During the Genpei War of 1180-1185, when samurai first wrote down detailed codes of conduct and principles of honor

	

	B. In ancient times, long before the samurai class existed or emerged in feudal Japan

	

	C. Later - written codes came in the peaceful Tokugawa era, and Nitobe Inazo's 1900 book popularized the word ✓

	

	D. It has never been written down in any form



	11.
	Which statement gives the most HONEST picture of the samurai code?



	A. The samurai perfectly obeyed a flawless written code with no exceptions

	

	B. The values of loyalty, honor, and combat skill were real, but later ages polished the samurai into a romantic ideal we should read critically ✓

	

	C. The samurai had no real values and the code is entirely a modern invention

	

	D. The samurai code applied only to farmers and merchants, not to warriors



	12.
	Why must historians be careful when using The Tale of the Heike as a source?



	A. Because it was written by the Mongols to insult Japan

	

	B. Because it was only discovered in the year 2000

	

	C. Because it is an epic meant to inspire, shaped by generations of performers, so historians cross-check it against diaries and records ✓

	

	D. Because it never mentions any samurai or battles
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