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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain who the samurai were - the hereditary warrior class of feudal Japan - and how they served a daimyo within Japan's feudal military hierarchy of shogun, daimyo, and samurai.
2. Describe the core values of the samurai warrior code - loyalty to one's lord, personal honor, and skill in combat - and explain that in the Genpei era these were lived customs rather than a single written rulebook.
3. Explain that 'bushido' as a named, written code was a later codification (the peaceful Tokugawa era and Nitobe Inazo's 1900 book Bushido), not a code samurai read and followed during the Genpei War of 1180-1185.
4. Analyze a primary source - a scene from The Tale of the Heike - and explain what a war epic can and cannot reliably tell us about the samurai, distinguishing the ideal it celebrates from documented fact.

SECTION 1
Who Were the Samurai?
The Warrior Class of Feudal Japan
The SAMURAI were the hereditary                class of feudal Japan, trained from childhood to serve a lord in war.
A samurai's rank was                - it passed from father to son, so you were born a samurai.
 
SECTION 2
Feudal Japan: Shogun, Daimyo, and Samurai
A Military Hierarchy
The SHOGUN was the supreme                ruler of Japan, who held real power while the emperor reigned in name only.
A DAIMYO was a powerful                lord whom samurai served in exchange for land, income, or protection.
 
SECTION 3
Loyalty to One's Lord
The Core Value
LOYALTY was a samurai's duty of faithful                to his lord, even unto death - the core value of the code.
A samurai's loyalty was                - sworn to a particular lord, not to an abstract nation.
 
SECTION 4
Personal Honor
Reputation and Dignity
HONOR was a samurai's personal                and dignity, defended even at the cost of his life.
Honor was                - won by brave conduct and lost by cowardice or betrayal.
 
SECTION 5
Skill in Combat and the Katana
The Warrior's Weapon
The KATANA was the samurai's curved               , his signature weapon and a symbol of his status.
Skill in                - swordsmanship, archery, and riding - was expected of every samurai.
 
SECTION 6
The Way of the Warrior
A Lived Custom, Not a Rulebook
In the Genpei and Kamakura eras, the samurai's values were                customs, not rules from a single written book.
The famous name for the warrior code came                later, not during the Genpei War.
 
SECTION 7
Seppuku: Death Before Dishonor
An Honorable Death, Read Critically
SEPPUKU was                suicide by which a samurai could die with honor rather than face capture or disgrace.
Seppuku was a real practice, but we should treat the romantic 'perfect warrior' image               .
 
SECTION 8
The Genpei War and The Tale of the Heike
The War and Its Epic
The GENPEI WAR of 1180-1185 was a                war between the Taira and Minamoto clans for control of Japan.
THE TALE OF THE HEIKE is the medieval Japanese war                that memorializes and idealizes samurai conduct.
 
SECTION 9
An Epic, Not a Battle Report
Read for the Ideal
The Tale of the Heike was performed                for centuries before it was ever written down.
The epic                and idealizes how samurai were supposed to act, so read it for the ideal it celebrates.
 
SECTION 10
Bushido: A Name Added Later
The Later Name
BUSHIDO means 'the way of the warrior,' the later                for the samurai code of loyalty, honor, and courage.
Bushido was written down and named in the peaceful                era, long after the Genpei War.
 
SECTION 11
How Do We Know? Reading the Heike
Sourcing a War Tale
Much of the samurai's fame comes from war                like The Tale of the Heike, meant to inspire.
Historians do not simply trust the epic; they                it against court diaries and official records.
 
SECTION 12
Legacy of the Samurai Code
Real Values, Polished Myth
Loyalty, honor, and courage genuinely shaped samurai life, but later ages                them into a perfect ideal.
An honest view admires the ideals yet remembers the real samurai were                people, not a myth.
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