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	1.
	During the Genpei and Kamakura eras, how did the samurai's 'code' actually exist?



	A. As lived customs and shared values - loyalty, honor, courage - taught by example and war tales, not a single written rulebook ✓

	

	B. As a printed law book that every samurai was required to memorize

	

	C. As a set of rules invented by foreign traders

	

	D. It did not exist in any form until the year 1900



	2.
	What is the most accurate statement about the word 'bushido'?



	A. It was the samurai's own everyday word during the Genpei War

	

	B. It is the LATER name for the samurai code, written down in the peaceful Tokugawa era and popularized by Nitobe's 1900 book ✓

	

	C. It means the same thing as 'katana'

	

	D. It was a Mongol term for the Japanese warriors



	3.
	How should a careful history student read The Tale of the Heike?



	A. As an exact, neutral transcript of what happened in every battle

	

	B. As a modern novel with no connection to real history

	

	C. As a literary epic that idealizes samurai conduct - valuable for the ideal it celebrates, but cross-checked against other records ✓

	

	D. As a document that proves the samurai never really existed



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
The samurai code valued loyalty to one's lord, personal honor, and skill in combat. In 3-4 sentences, explain (1) what those three values meant to a samurai, and (2) why a historian would say the famous 'perfect warrior' image of the samurai should be read critically. Use at least TWO of these terms: samurai, loyalty, honor, bushido, The Tale of the Heike.

	
	RUBRIC (4 points): (1) explains what the three core values meant to a samurai - loyalty (faithful service to one's lord), personal honor (reputation and dignity), and skill in combat; (2) explains WHY the 'perfect warrior' image should be read critically - our picture comes largely from war tales like The Tale of the Heike that idealize samurai, and the named code 'bushido' was written and popularized centuries later; (3) holds both truths at once (the values were real AND the image is idealized) instead of a simple 'flawless heroes' or 'total myth' verdict; (4) uses at least TWO lesson terms (samurai, loyalty, honor, bushido, The Tale of the Heike). SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE: "To a samurai, loyalty meant faithful service to his lord even unto death, honor meant guarding his personal reputation and dignity, and skill in combat meant mastering the sword and bow. But the 'perfect warrior' image should be read critically, because most of our vivid picture of samurai comes from war epics like The Tale of the Heike that idealize them, and the named code 'bushido' was only written down and popularized centuries later. The values were real, but later ages polished real, complex people into a flawless legend." Deduct 1 point per missing element.
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