	US HISTORY
THE SALEM WITCH TRIALS, 1692
QUIZ  (12 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)



	Name:  
	Date:  
	Period:  



	
	Directions: Choose the best answer for each question.



	1.
	What combination of pressures already existed in Salem Village before any witchcraft accusations were made?



	A. A tax revolt against Salem Town, a smallpox epidemic sweeping the county, and two failed harvests in a row

	

	B. Old land-line disputes, a fight over the minister's salary, and refugees from a frontier war

	

	C. A dispute over voting rights, a long drought, and a wave of new settlers arriving from England

	

	D. A new governor's arrival, a shortage of farmland, and an outbreak of plague in the village


Answer:
	2.
	What was Salem Village, as the lesson describes it?



	A. The coastal city that kept the Salem name after the trials had ended

	

	B. The courthouse district in Boston where the special court held its sessions

	

	C. A fishing settlement established along the coast after the trials

	

	D. The inland farming community north of Salem Town where the 1692 accusations began


Answer:

	3.
	What did the title 'Goodwife,' often shortened to 'Goody,' mark in 1692?



	A. The everyday rank of a married woman of ordinary social standing
	B. A rank higher than 'Mistress,' reserved for the wealthiest women in a village

	
	

	C. A formal title given only to women who had been convicted of a crime
	D. An honorary title granted to unmarried women who managed their own farms


Answer:
	4.
	What happened first in the household where the 1692 accusations began?



	A. A neighbor publicly accused Tituba of witchcraft before either girl showed any symptoms

	

	B. A magistrate questioned both girls directly before any doctor had examined them

	

	C. A doctor examined the two girls and could find no physical illness to explain their fits

	

	D. The two girls admitted to their father that they had invented their symptoms


Answer:
	5.
	What was spectral evidence?



	A. Written confessions in which an accused person named several other suspected witches by name

	

	B. Testimony that an accuser saw the shape of a person hurting them, which no one else present could see

	

	C. Physical marks discovered on an accused person's body during a formal search by officials

	

	D. Testimony from several independent witnesses who all described exactly the same event


Answer:

	6.
	What did the word 'afflicted' mean in the 1692 Salem records?



	A. The magistrates who personally questioned every accused person in open court
	B. The accused people who had already been sentenced to death by the court

	
	

	C. The neighbors who signed petitions defending an accused person's character
	D. The accusers who said they were being tormented by an unseen attacker


Answer:
	7.
	What was the purpose of an examination in the Salem process?



	A. To formally sentence an accused person to either death or release

	

	B. Public questioning of an accused person to decide whether the case moved on to trial

	

	C. A private meeting between a magistrate and a minister to review evidence

	

	D. A medical exam to check an accused person's body for a physical 'witch's mark'


Answer:
	8.
	Who conducted nearly every early Salem examination?



	A. Governor Phips and Lieutenant Governor William Stoughton together
	B. Reverend Samuel Parris and Reverend Deodat Lawson together

	
	

	C. Magistrates John Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin together
	D. A rotating panel of nine judges appointed by the colony's legislature


Answer:
	9.
	What was the problem with the magistrate's opening question, which asked why the accused hurt the children?



	A. It named the wrong accuser out loud in front of the whole courtroom
	B. It repeated a question that had already been asked at an earlier session

	
	

	C. It was addressed to a witness in the room instead of to the accused person
	D. It assumed guilt instead of asking whether anything had happened at all


Answer:

	10.
	According to the lesson, what can Deodat Lawson's account show, and what can it not show?



	A. It can show what witnesses said in the room, but it is not the court's own official written record

	

	B. It can show the court's final verdicts and sentences, but it cannot show anything the accused ever said

	

	C. It can show the exact wording of the magistrates' questions, but not anything the accusers themselves said

	

	D. It can show physical evidence presented in the room, but it cannot show any of the testimony given


Answer:
	11.
	What was the Court of Oyer and Terminer?



	A. The colony's ordinary criminal court, unchanged in structure since the 1680s
	B. A church tribunal formed to investigate accusations of false confession

	
	

	C. The special court created in 1692 to hear and decide the Salem witchcraft cases
	D. A panel of ministers who reviewed evidence before any case reached trial


Answer:
	12.
	According to the lesson, what happened to people who confessed and named others in 1692?



	A. They were held in jail but were not among those executed
	B. They were released immediately with no punishment at all

	
	

	C. They were executed alongside those who had denied the charges
	D. They were banished from Massachusetts without ever standing trial


Answer:
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