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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain what happened at Salem in 1692, and why it began.
2. Describe how one accusation became an arrest and a trial.
3. Explain what spectral evidence was, and why judges later barred it.
4. Judge how fear and gossip shaped who was accused.
5. Explain how the trials ended, and what officials later admitted.

SECTION 1
A Community Already on Edge
A frontier war with                and Native allies raged to the north.
Farm                had feuded for years over land lines and fences.
 
SECTION 2
Two Words for the Place and Its People
               - The everyday title for a married woman of ordinary rank, often shortened to Goody
Salem                - The inland farming community north of Salem Town where the 1692 accusations began
 
SECTION 3
It Started in a Minister's House
              , nine, and Abigail Williams, eleven, felt pain no one else saw.
By late                the girls were naming names, and accusations spread out.
 
SECTION 4
Two Words for What the Accusers Said
               - Testimony that an accuser saw the shape of a person hurting them when no one else present could see it
               - The word used in 1692 for the accusers who said they were being tormented
 
SECTION 5
The First Three Accused
Questioned on                1, 1692, the same day as Good and Osborne.
She                and named others as fellow witches.
 
SECTION 6
Two Words for the Questioning
               - The public questioning of an accused person, held in front of the whole town, to decide whether the case went on to trial
               - A colonial official with the power to question suspects, order arrests, and send a case on to trial
 
SECTION 7
Inside the Meetinghouse
Hathorne and                asked the questions, one after another.
               of spectators packed the village meetinghouse.
 
SECTION 8
A Question That Assumed the Answer
The                question asked why you hurt these children - never whether you did.
It asked for a               , not for proof that anything had happened at all.
 
SECTION 9
What Lawson's Account Can and Cannot Show
Lawson was an                who published his account before that year ended.
It can show what                said and how the room reacted.
 
SECTION 10
Two Words for the Trials
               - The special court created in 1692 to hear and decide the Salem witchcraft cases
               - An admission of guilt; in 1692 those who said the charge was true and named others were not among those executed
 
SECTION 11
The Jails Are Already Full
               arrived in May 1692 to jails already crowded with the accused.
 
SECTION 12
Confess and Live, Deny and Hang
               and sentenced to death.
All                who were hanged had denied the charges to the end.
 
SECTION 13
The Numbers
People hanged,                to September 1692: 19
               pressed to death for refusing to plead: 1, Giles Corey
 
SECTION 14
Two Words for Taking It Back
               - A signed written request asking officials to take a specific action
               - To publicly take back a statement you made earlier
 
SECTION 15
Ministers Object, and the Court Shuts Down
               wrote in October 1692 against the court's methods.
He                one innocent condemned was worse than ten suspected witches escaping.
 
SECTION 16
Saying It Was Wrong
              ., one of the original accusers, publicly apologized.
               held a colony-wide day of fasting over what had happened.
 
SECTION 17
How Later Americans Pictured It
In 1853, 161 years later, painter T. H.                imagined what it looked like.
               present in 1692 recorded these examinations in a drawing or painting.
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