	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THERUSSIANREVOLUTION


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Russian Revolution


On-slide summary: The Russian Revolution; How War Weariness Toppled a 300-Year Dynasty
TALKING POINTS
	•  Set the scale first: the Romanov family had ruled Russia for about 300 years, and in 1917 that ended in roughly eight days of street protest.
•  Preview the two collapses this revolution contains: the tsar falls in February, and the government that replaced him falls in October.
	
	•  Ask students to predict what a country at war for three years runs out of first - and hold their answers until the home-front slide.
•  Why does one revolution carry two sets of dates? Flag Russia's Julian calendar now so the February/March and October/November pairs do not read later as contradictions.



	BACKGROUND
•  Russia in 1917 still used the Julian calendar, 13 days behind the Western (Gregorian) calendar. Both dates are given throughout this deck.
•  The Romanov dynasty ruled Russia from 1613 to 1917. This lesson covers its last months and the year that followed.
•  Two governments fall in this lesson: the tsar's in February/March, and the Provisional Government in October/November.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What has to go wrong in a country before people stop obeying its government?
•  Can a government be strong on paper and powerless in practice at the same time?
•  What would make you stop obeying a rule you had followed your whole life?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Title slide - no blanks. Students write their name and skim the four learning targets before Section 1.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain how World War I drained Russia's army, food supply, and railroads.; Trace the February Revolution from bread protests to the tsar's abdication.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out that targets 1 and 2 are a cause-and-effect pair: the war drains Russia, and the drained country produces the February Revolution.
•  Tell students that 'dual power' in target 3 is the term most likely to appear on the quiz and in the Activity reference guide.
	
	•  Which of the four targets sounds hardest to your class? Take a show of hands, then promise that the Activity comparison table will make the dual power target concrete.
•  Note that target 4 has two halves - taking power and ending the war - and both are graded on the exit ticket.



	BACKGROUND
•  The four targets map to the four graded surfaces: Guided Notes, the Activity comparison table, the primary-source questions, and the quiz.
•  Targets 1 and 2 form a cause-and-effect chain; targets 3 and 4 explain why the replacement government failed as well.
•  Dual power is the term students most often miss on the quiz, and it is also the spine of Activity Part 3.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four targets do you already know something about?
•  Which target do you expect to be hardest to prove with evidence?
•  Why would one lesson need to explain two different governments falling?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Learning targets slide - no blanks. The same four targets print at the top of the Guided Notes.



	SLIDE 3
	Three Years of War


On-slide summary: Three Years of War; Russia entered World War I in 1914 with Europe's largest army.; By 1917 millions of Russian soldiers were dead, wounded, or captured.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Break down the contradiction on this slide: Europe's largest army was also the least supplied, so size never converted into battlefield success.
•  Explain that shortages of rifles, boots, and shells hit ordinary conscripts hardest, which is why resentment ran upward toward the officers.
	
	•  Ask students what a soldier writes home about after a third year of defeats - then connect those letters to the city protests two slides later.
•  Extension: Russia's army problem was industrial, not numerical. It could raise men far faster than its factories could equip them.



	BACKGROUND
•  Russia mobilized roughly 15 million men across the war. Published estimates of Russian military deaths vary from about 1.7 to over 2 million, which is why the slide says 'millions'.
•  Russia's problem was industrial, not numerical: it could conscript men far faster than its factories could equip them.
•  By 1917 some units reached the front short of rifles and had to wait for equipment transferred from other regiments.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How does an army that cannot supply rifles and boots keep its soldiers loyal?
•  Why might a soldier blame his own officers rather than the enemy for a defeat?
•  What does it tell you that Russia had the largest army and the worst supply?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: 1914; soldiers; boots; officers.



	SLIDE 4
	The Home Front Breaks Down


On-slide summary: The Home Front Breaks Down; Note: Russia had food, but the railroads could not get it to the cities.; In the Cities
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make the distribution point explicit: this is a transport failure, not a harvest failure, and students often assume the opposite.
•  Walk through the wage squeeze - prices rose faster than wages, so a worker's day of labor simply bought less bread each month.
	
	•  Ask students to name something in their own lives that exists but cannot reach them, then map that back to grain sitting in the countryside.
•  Extension: military traffic had priority on the rails by law, so civilian food shipments were bumped by design, not by accident.



	BACKGROUND
•  The winter of 1916-17 was unusually severe in Petrograd, which worsened both the fuel shortage and the rail breakdowns already underway.
•  Russia's 1916 harvest was adequate. The crisis in the cities was a distribution failure, not a shortage of grain.
•  Military traffic had priority on the railways, so civilian food shipments were displaced by design rather than by accident.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why can a country with enough grain still have bread lines in its capital?
•  Who do hungry city workers blame when the grain exists but never arrives?
•  What happens to a city when its fuel and its food run short in the same winter?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: fuel; wages; troops; railroads.



	SLIDE 5
	Nicholas II Takes Command


On-slide summary: Nicholas II Takes Command; Summer 1915; Tsar Nicholas II left Petrograd to take personal command of the army.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame this as the tsar's own unforced error: before the summer of 1915 he could blame his generals, and after it he could not.
•  Explain that leaving Empress Alexandra and his ministers in charge in Petrograd handed his critics a second target while he was away.
	
	•  Use Rasputin carefully - the point is the collapse of public trust in the royal family, not court gossip for its own sake.
•  Discussion: was taking personal command of the army brave, reckless, or both? Require a reason grounded in what happened to the government he left behind in Petrograd.



	BACKGROUND
•  Grigori Rasputin was killed in December 1916 by a group of nobles, but the damage to the monarchy's reputation was already done.
•  Nicholas II took personal command in late August 1915 on Russia's calendar, early September in the West, against most of his ministers' advice.
•  With the tsar at army headquarters, day-to-day government in Petrograd fell to Empress Alexandra and a circle of unpopular ministers.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does a leader risk by putting their own name on every decision?
•  Why is it dangerous to leave an unpopular deputy in charge of the capital?
•  Was taking personal command of the army brave, reckless, or both?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: 1915; losses; Alexandra; Rasputin.



	SLIDE 6
	The February Revolution


On-slide summary: The February Revolution; 23 February 1917 (8 March): women textile workers struck over bread.; Within days a general strike shut down Petrograd.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress that nobody planned this: it starts as a bread protest by women textile workers and only becomes a revolution once soldiers change sides.
•  Explain the garrison's choice - troops ordered to fire on the crowds refused, and after that the government had no force left to enforce anything.
	
	•  Handle the calendar directly: 23 February in Russia is 8 March in the West, which is why the same event carries two dates in textbooks.
•  Discussion: once its own soldiers have joined the protest, what can a government actually do?



	BACKGROUND
•  23 February on Russia's Julian calendar was 8 March on the Western calendar - International Women's Day - which is why the strikes began that day.
•  No political party organized the February Revolution. It began as a bread protest and became a revolution when soldiers changed sides.
•  The Petrograd garrison was largely reservists and recovering wounded rather than front-line troops tied to the officer corps.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it a turning point when soldiers refuse an order to fire?
•  What can a government still do once its own troops have joined the crowd?
•  Why might a protest about bread turn into a protest about the tsar?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: bread; strike; fire; Julian.



	SLIDE 7
	The Streets of Petrograd


On-slide summary: The Streets of Petrograd; Demonstration, March 1917
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students ten silent seconds with this photograph of Petrograd before you narrate anything; the scale of the crowd does the teaching.
•  Connect the image back to the previous slide: this is the kind of Petrograd crowd the garrison was ordered to fire on and refused.
	
	•  Ask what is missing from the picture compared with what students expected a revolution to look like.
•  Extension: the photograph comes from Stinton Jones's book Russia in Revolution, an eyewitness account published in 1917.



	BACKGROUND
•  The photograph comes from Stinton Jones, Russia in Revolution (1917), an eyewitness account published the same year. Public domain.
•  The banner in the crowd is a Russian-language slogan calling for a nationwide socialist republic.
•  Civilians and soldiers appear mixed together in the same crowd, which is part of why February could not be suppressed.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the size of this crowd tell you about how ordinary the protest was?
•  What do you notice about who is standing in this crowd?
•  Would this photograph look different if it showed a carefully planned uprising?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Image slide - no blanks. It illustrates the February Revolution section students just completed.



	SLIDE 8
	The Tsar Abdicates


On-slide summary: The Tsar Abdicates; 2 March 1917 (15 March): Nicholas II signed an abdication.; Abdication means a ruler formally gives up the throne.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define abdication precisely - a ruler formally gives up the throne - because students routinely confuse it with being overthrown by force.
•  Explain the two-step ending: Nicholas gave up the throne for himself and Alexei, and Michael's refusal the next day ended the monarchy entirely.
	
	•  Count the days out loud with students: strikes begin 23 February and the tsar signs on 2 March, so about eight days end 300 years of Romanov rule.
•  Discussion: ask whether a monarchy that collapses in eight days was strong the week before, or only looked strong.



	BACKGROUND
•  After the abdication the former tsar and his family were held in custody; they were executed by Bolshevik guards in July 1918. State it as a dated fact if students ask; do not dwell on it.
•  Nicholas II abdicated on 2 March 1917 on Russia's calendar, 15 March in the West, first for himself and then also for his son Alexei.
•  Grand Duke Michael declined the throne the next day, which ended the monarchy outright instead of transferring it to a new tsar.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter that Michael refused the crown instead of taking it?
•  Was a monarchy that collapsed in eight days strong the week before?
•  Why would a tsar give up the throne for his son as well as for himself?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: throne; Alexei; Michael; Romanov.



	SLIDE 9
	Dual Power: Two Rival Authorities


On-slide summary: Dual Power: Two Rival Authorities; Key Concept: Dual power means two bodies claimed authority at the same time.; Provisional Government
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make the split concrete: the Provisional Government had the legal title, and the Petrograd Soviet had the railroads, telegraph, and the soldiers.
•  Define soviet plainly as an elected council of workers and soldiers, and note the word simply means 'council' in Russian.
	
	•  Ask students who they would obey if their school had a principal with the title and a second group that controlled the doors and the phones.
•  Preview the Activity: Part 3 asks students to fill this comparison out themselves, so the two columns here are worth copying carefully.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Provisional Government was led first by Prince Georgy Lvov and from July 1917 by Alexander Kerensky. It always described itself as temporary.
•  It held power only until a Constituent Assembly could be elected, which is why 'Provisional' is in its name.
•  The Petrograd Soviet issued an appeal in March 1917 calling for a peace without annexations - eight months before the Decree on Peace.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Who is really in charge - the group with the legal title, or the group with the railroads?
•  How long can two bodies share power in one capital before one of them wins?
•  Why would soldiers trust a council of workers over a government of politicians?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Duma; council; telegraph; authority; Kerensky; annexations.



	SLIDE 10
	Who Was in the Petrograd Soviet?


On-slide summary: Who Was in the Petrograd Soviet?; Soviet; An elected council of workers and soldiers, Russian for 'council'.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Correct the usual error head-on: in early 1917 the Petrograd Soviet was led by Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries, not by the Bolsheviks.
•  Explain that 'Bolshevik' literally names the majority faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party after its 1903 split.
	
	•  Unpack Order No. 1 - it told soldiers to follow the Soviet rather than their officers, which is how the Soviet ended up holding real power.
•  Extension: the Bolsheviks won their Petrograd Soviet majority in September 1917 on Russia's calendar, only weeks before the October seizure of power.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Russian Social Democratic Labour Party split in 1903 into Bolsheviks (majority) and Mensheviks (minority). The label came from one congress vote.
•  In the spring of 1917 the Petrograd Soviet was led by Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries. The Bolsheviks won a majority in it in September 1917 on Russia's calendar.
•  Order No. 1, issued in March 1917, told soldiers to obey the Provisional Government only where it did not contradict the Soviet.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If the Bolsheviks did not run the Petrograd Soviet in March, how did they run it by October?
•  Why does the word 'majority' mislead people about the Bolsheviks' real size?
•  What happens to an army when two bodies both claim the right to give it orders?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: officers; socialists; faction; Petrograd.



	SLIDE 11
	The Fatal Decision: Keep Fighting


On-slide summary: The Fatal Decision: Keep Fighting; The promise; Russia had treaties with Britain and France.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name the trap plainly: the Provisional Government kept the war because of treaties with Britain and France, and the war then destroyed it too.
•  Walk the June 1917 attack through to its consequence - it failed, whole units deserted, and the government lost the army's last patience.
	
	•  Point out that hunger and casualties did not pause for the change of government, so the grievances of February were still live in October.
•  Discussion: ask what the Provisional Government could have done instead, and what leaving the war early would have cost Russia.



	BACKGROUND
•  The June 1917 offensive is often called the Kerensky Offensive. It began on 18 June on Russia's calendar, 1 July in the West.
•  It gained ground briefly, then collapsed, and large numbers of soldiers simply left the front.
•  The Provisional Government also hoped that staying in the war would preserve Russia's claim on postwar gains promised by its allies.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a brand-new government keep fighting a war that had just destroyed the last one?
•  What could the Provisional Government have done instead, and what would it have cost?
•  Why do soldiers desert after a failed offensive rather than before one?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: France; attack; deserted; casualties.



	SLIDE 12
	Lenin Returns


On-slide summary: Lenin Returns; Lenin returned to Petrograd in April 1917 after years in exile.; He refused to support the Provisional Government.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Match each word of 'Peace, Land, Bread' to a grievance already on the board: the war, the peasants' land hunger, and the city bread lines.
•  Explain that Lenin refused to support the Provisional Government at all, which set the Bolsheviks apart from every other socialist party.
	
	•  Unpack 'All power to the Soviets' as a concrete offer of an alternative government, not just a protest slogan.
•  Extension: Germany let Lenin cross its territory precisely because it expected him to weaken Russia's war effort - and he did.



	BACKGROUND
•  Lenin travelled back to Russia across wartime Germany in a sealed train. The German government allowed it because it expected him to weaken Russia's war effort.
•  His April Theses broke with every other socialist party by refusing all cooperation with the Provisional Government.
•  'Peace, Land, Bread' matched grievance for grievance: end the war, redistribute land to peasants, and feed the cities.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is 'Peace, Land, Bread' a stronger slogan than a long political program?
•  Which of the three promises would have mattered most to a Petrograd factory worker?
•  What does 'All power to the Soviets' offer that an ordinary protest slogan does not?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: April; Provisional; Bread; Soviets.



	SLIDE 13
	The October Revolution


On-slide summary: The October Revolution; 24-25 October 1917 (6-7 November): Red Guards seized key sites.; Red Guards were armed factory workers loyal to the Bolsheviks.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Correct the most common error on the quiz: in October the Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional Government, because the tsar had already been gone eight months.
•  Explain the target list - bridges, telegraph, stations, and the state bank - as the infrastructure that makes a city governable.
	
	•  Define Red Guards concretely as armed factory workers loyal to the Bolsheviks, not a regular army unit.
•  Handle the two dates together: 24-25 October in Russia is 6-7 November in the West, and the Winter Palace falls early on 26 October (8 November).



	BACKGROUND
•  The Military Revolutionary Committee of the Petrograd Soviet organized the seizure, with Trotsky chairing the Soviet. Kerensky left the city and never regained control.
•  The targets were infrastructure - bridges, telegraph, railway stations, the state bank - rather than a battle for one building.
•  The tsar had been gone for eight months by October, so the government that fell was the Provisional Government.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why seize bridges, the telegraph, and railway stations before any government building?
•  Why is it wrong to say the Bolsheviks overthrew the tsar in October 1917?
•  What does it mean that a capital could change hands with almost no fighting?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: factory; bank; Palace; tsar; Revolutionary.



	SLIDE 14
	The Winter Palace


On-slide summary: The Winter Palace; After the capture, 1917
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point at the ordinary crowd outside the Winter Palace: soldiers and civilians standing about, which is what the morning after the capture looked like.
•  Ask the room directly: does this look like the aftermath of a battle? Hold their answers for the next slide, which sets this record against the famous poster version.
	
	•  Explain that the arched windows behind the crowd are the Winter Palace ground floor - the tsars' old residence, taken over by the Provisional Government.
•  Extension: the photograph is credited to Pyotr Novitsky and dated to the day the Winter Palace changed hands, which makes it evidence rather than illustration.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Winter Palace was the tsars' official residence and became the seat of the Provisional Government in 1917.
•  The photograph is credited to Pyotr Novitsky and dated 26 October 1917 on Russia's calendar - the day the palace changed hands.
•  The building survives today as part of the Hermitage museum, which is why students may recognize it from other contexts.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Does this crowd look like the aftermath of a battle?
•  How many defenders would it take to hold a building this size?
•  What would you expect to see here if there had been heavy fighting?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Image slide - no blanks. It illustrates the October Revolution section students just completed.



	SLIDE 15
	The Storming That Mostly Wasn't


On-slide summary: The Storming That Mostly Wasn't; The picture; Films and posters show a huge crowd charging the Winter Palace.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Separate the picture from the record: the charging-crowd image comes from later films, while contemporary accounts describe a thin, shrinking defense.
•  Note who was actually there - a few cadets and a women's battalion, most of whom left before the building was entered.
	
	•  Use the casualty point carefully: only a handful of people died that night, which is exactly why the heroic retelling was needed later.
•  Discussion: who gains when a takeover is remembered as a battle rather than a walk-in, and how could students check a claim like this themselves?



	BACKGROUND
•  Sergei Eisenstein's 1928 film October staged a mass assault on the Winter Palace. Its footage is reused so often that it is sometimes mistaken for documentary film of 1917.
•  Contemporary accounts describe a thin and shrinking defence: cadets and a women's battalion, most of whom left before the building was entered.
•  Only a handful of deaths were recorded on the night the palace was taken, far fewer than the later heroic retellings imply.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a new government want its takeover remembered as a battle?
•  How could a student check whether a famous image is documentary or staged?
•  Who gains when a walk-in is retold as a heroic charge?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: crowd; cadets; handful; heroic.



	SLIDE 16
	The Decree on Peace


On-slide summary: The Decree on Peace; Adopted 26 October 1917 (8 November) by the Congress of Soviets.; It proposed an immediate armistice - an agreement to stop fighting.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the timing: this decree comes within a day of the seizure of power, so ending the war was the new government's first major public act.
•  Define armistice as an agreement to stop fighting while peace terms are worked out, and separate it clearly from a final peace treaty.
	
	•  Unpack 'without annexations' as taking no foreign land, and 'without indemnities' as demanding no payments from the defeated side.
•  Discussion: ask why the decree was addressed to peoples as well as governments, and what the Bolsheviks hoped would happen next.



	BACKGROUND
•  The decree defined a peace without annexations as one that seizes no foreign land and forcibly absorbs no foreign nation. Indemnities are payments a defeated country is forced to make.
•  It proposed an armistice of not less than three months and abolished secret diplomacy, promising openly conducted negotiations.
•  It was addressed to the peoples of the warring countries as well as their governments, hoping exhausted populations would press for peace.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why address the peoples of the warring countries and not only their governments?
•  What did the Bolsheviks expect ordinary people in Britain, France, and Germany to do?
•  Why make ending the war your first public act instead of your tenth?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: November; fighting; annexations; peoples.



	SLIDE 17
	From Decree to Treaty


On-slide summary: From Decree to Treaty; 8 Nov 1917; The Decree on Peace calls for an armistice and open talks.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the four dates in order so students see that the Decree on Peace is a proposal and the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk is the result four months later.
•  Explain why only the Central Powers answered: Britain and France had no interest in a settlement that released German divisions for the Western Front.
	
	•  Point at the calendar row - Russia adopts the Western calendar in February 1918, which is why later dates in this unit need only one number.
•  Discussion: did the price in land at Brest-Litovsk make the Decree on Peace a promise kept or a promise broken?



	BACKGROUND
•  Under the treaty Russia surrendered territory holding roughly a third of its population along with much of its coal, iron, and best farmland.
•  Britain and France did not answer the Decree on Peace; the Central Powers did, and an armistice was signed in December 1917.
•  Russia adopted the Western calendar in February 1918, which is why the treaty date of 3 March 1918 needs no second date.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was leaving the war worth what Russia gave up at Brest-Litovsk?
•  Why would Britain and France ignore an offer of general peace talks?
•  Did the Bolsheviks keep their promise if peace cost this much territory?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Central; Gregorian; Brest-Litovsk; Baltic.



	SLIDE 18
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Historians still debate how much of 1917 was war pressure and how much choice.; The tsar fell in February; the Provisional Government fell in October.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Retrace the causal chain out loud: war, shortages, protest, abdication, dual power, and finally the promise of peace that carried the Bolsheviks in.
•  Emphasize the second takeaway, since confusing which government fell in October is the single most common student error in this lesson.
	
	•  Which of these five takeaways would your students defend in writing? Point them at the exit ticket quick write, which asks for exactly that.
•  Extension: note that the Decree on Peace led to Brest-Litovsk, so keeping the peace promise cost Russia enormous territory.



	BACKGROUND
•  These five takeaways map directly onto the exit ticket's quick write, which asks students to explain how the war destroyed two governments in one year.
•  The causal chain is war, shortages, protest, abdication, dual power, and then the promise of peace that carried the Bolsheviks in.
•  Confusing which government fell in October is the single most common student error in this lesson.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which single takeaway best explains why 1917 produced two revolutions?
•  Which takeaway could you defend with two pieces of evidence from the lesson?
•  If the war had ended in 1916, would there have been a revolution in Russia?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Key takeaways slide - no blanks. Students use it to check the sections they have already completed.
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