	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE RISE OF ISLAM AND THE CALIPHATES


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Rise of Islam and the Caliphates


On-slide summary: The Rise of Islam and the Caliphates; How Muhammad's successors, the caliphs, rapidly expanded Islamic rule across the Middle East and North Africa.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the driving question: after Muhammad's death in 632, who would lead the Muslim community, and how did Islamic rule spread so far so fast?
•  Stress the neutral frame: we study how the caliphs expanded Islamic rule as political and military history, because we do not endorse or attack any faith.
	
	•  Preview both anchors: keep the Rashidun caliphs and the Umayyad dynasty distinct, and expect several causes of the expansion, not one.
•  Note that the payoff comes at the end: students read a real early Arab conquest treaty about the caliphs and learn to read a one-sided source critically.



	BACKGROUND
•  Frame the day: after Muhammad died in 632, leaders called caliphs led the Muslim community, and Islamic rule expanded rapidly across the Middle East and North Africa; we study this as political and military history in a neutral tone.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Rise of Islam and the Caliphates classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could a new state spread across so much land in only about a century?
•  Why might a historian look for several causes of a fast expansion rather than a single one?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain what a caliph and a caliphate were after Muhammad's death.; Distinguish the Rashidun caliphs (632-661) from the Umayyad dynasty (661-750).
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk each target and tie it to a section: caliph and caliphate, Rashidun versus Umayyad, the causes of expansion and life under the caliphs, and the primary source.
•  Flag that the expansion had several causes at once - religious, political, economic, and the exhaustion of neighboring empires.
	
	•  Reinforce the neutral tone: describe the caliphs and the faith of the conquered as a historian, because we do not decide which belief was right.
•  Preview that students will read a real conquest treaty and learn what a one-sided document can and cannot tell us.



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress that target three (many causes of expansion and life under the caliphs) corrects two common myths, and target four anchors the activity.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which sounds more likely to explain a fast conquest - one powerful cause, or several causes working together?
•  Why might a treaty written by the conquering side need to be read carefully?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	After Muhammad: Who Would Lead?


On-slide summary: After Muhammad: Who Would Lead?; Key Concept: A CALIPH is a successor or deputy to Muhammad who led the Muslim community with both religious and political authority.; A community needs a leader
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a CALIPH as a successor or deputy to Muhammad who led the Muslim community with both religious and political authority.
•  Stress the succession problem: Muhammad died in 632 without clearly naming who should lead next.
	
	•  Clarify that a caliph was a political and religious leader but not a prophet - an important distinction for students.
•  Preview that the state a caliph ruled is the caliphate, which the next slides trace as it grows.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain the succession problem: Muhammad died in 632 without a clear successor; the community chose a caliph, a successor/deputy who led with both religious and political authority (but was not a prophet).
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make After Muhammad: Who Would Lead? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a fast-growing community fall into crisis if its founder died without naming a successor?
•  What is the difference between a leader with only political power and one with both religious and political authority?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CALIPH (a successor to Muhammad who led with religious and political authority) and the note that a caliph led the community after Muhammad died in 632.



	SLIDE 4
	The Rashidun Caliphs (632-661)


On-slide summary: The Rashidun Caliphs (632-661); Abu Bakr, the first caliph; Abu Bakr (632-634), a close companion of Muhammad, was the first caliph and held the young community together.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the RASHIDUN as the first four caliphs (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, 632-661), later called the 'rightly guided' caliphs.
•  Name ABU BAKR as the first caliph, whose task was holding the young community together after Muhammad's death.
	
	•  Name UMAR as the second caliph, under whom the caliphate conquered Syria and Egypt from the Byzantines and Persia from the Sasanians.
•  Stress the anchor: the Rashidun were four individual caliphs, NOT a father-to-son dynasty - that distinction matters for the next slides.



	BACKGROUND
•  Introduce the Rashidun (the first four caliphs, 632-661, called 'rightly guided'): Abu Bakr held the community together; Umar led the great conquests of Byzantine and Sasanian lands; then Uthman and Ali.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Rashidun Caliphs (632-661) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might the first leaders after a founder's death be remembered as especially important?
•  What does it tell us that under Umar the caliphate took land from both the Byzantine and Sasanian empires?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: ABU BAKR (the first caliph, 632-634), UMAR (the second caliph, under whom Syria, Egypt, and Persia were conquered), and RASHIDUN (the 'rightly guided' first four caliphs, 632-661).



	SLIDE 5
	A Caliphate Grows Fast


On-slide summary: A Caliphate Grows Fast; Key Concept: A CALIPHATE is the state or empire ruled by a caliph; the early caliphate expanded rapidly across the Middle East and North Africa.; What a caliphate is
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a CALIPHATE as the state or empire ruled by a caliph - contrast it directly with 'caliph,' the person.
•  Stress the scale and speed: in about a century the caliphate grew from Arabia across three continents.
	
	•  Preview the stages the map will show: lands under Muhammad, then under the Rashidun, then under the Umayyads.
•  Set up the next slide as a reference map so students can trace the expansion visually before analyzing its causes.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define a caliphate (the state ruled by a caliph) and stress the speed of expansion: from Arabia to three continents in about a century, Rashidun conquests first, then Umayyad expansion west into North Africa and Spain.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Caliphate Grows Fast classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between a caliph (a person) and a caliphate (a state)?
•  Why is the speed of the caliphate's growth, not just its size, what surprises historians?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CALIPHATE (the state or empire ruled by a caliph) and the note that it expanded rapidly across the Middle East and North Africa.



	SLIDE 6
	Mapping the Expansion


On-slide summary: Mapping the Expansion; Age of Caliphs: Rashidun (632-661) and Umayyad (661-750) expansion.; Rashidun expansion, 632-661
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the three shaded stages on the map: the small area under Muhammad, the large Rashidun additions (632-661), and the Umayyad additions (661-750).
•  Trace the Rashidun conquests - Syria, Egypt, and Persia - and then the Umayyad push west across North Africa into Spain.
	
	•  Stress the timeline: roughly a century separates the small starting territory from the vast Umayyad-era caliphate.
•  Ask students: which stage of expansion covered the most new land, and what does the map suggest about how fast the caliphate grew?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Mapping the Expansion classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Mapping the Expansion in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Mapping the Expansion



	SLIDE 7
	The Umayyad Dynasty (661-750)


On-slide summary: The Umayyad Dynasty (661-750); A ruling family takes over; In 661 the Umayyad dynasty took power; unlike the Rashidun, they passed rule down within one family.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the UMAYYAD DYNASTY as the family that ruled the caliphate from 661 to 750 - a dynasty, not individually chosen caliphs.
•  Name DAMASCUS as the new Umayyad capital in Syria, moved out of Arabia and closer to the conquered lands.
	
	•  Stress the key contrast: the Rashidun were four individual caliphs; the Umayyads passed rule down within one family.
•  Note the extent: under the Umayyads the caliphate stretched from Spain to Central Asia, its greatest early reach.



	BACKGROUND
•  Introduce the Umayyad dynasty (661-750): a single ruling family (unlike the four individual Rashidun caliphs) that moved the capital to Damascus and expanded the caliphate from Spain to Central Asia.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Umayyad Dynasty (661-750) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What changes when leadership passes from individually chosen caliphs to a single ruling family?
•  Why would the Umayyads move the capital from Arabia to Damascus in Syria?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: UMAYYAD DYNASTY (the family that ruled 661-750, from Spain to Central Asia) and DAMASCUS (the Syrian city they made their capital).



	SLIDE 8
	Why Did Islamic Rule Expand So Fast?


On-slide summary: Why Did Islamic Rule Expand So Fast?; Many causes, not one; Historians point to several causes working together, not religion alone: political, economic, and military factors all mattered.
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the anchor plainly: the expansion had many causes at once, not religion alone.
•  List the causes: religious motivation, political consolidation of the Arabian tribes, trade and the pull of wealth, and weakened neighbors.
	
	•  Explain the neighbor factor: the Byzantine and Sasanian empires had exhausted each other in long wars and could not defend their frontiers.
•  Have students practice naming at least two causes - this is exactly what the exit ticket quick write and Activity Part 3 assess.



	BACKGROUND
•  Correct the 'purely religious' myth: the expansion had many causes - religious motivation, political consolidation of the Arabian tribes, trade and wealth, and the exhaustion of the Byzantine and Sasanian empires after their long wars.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Did Islamic Rule Expand So Fast? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it more accurate to name several causes of the expansion than to say it happened 'because of religion'?
•  How could the exhaustion of the Byzantine and Sasanian empires help explain the caliphate's rapid conquests?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: that the expansion had MANY causes (religious motivation, political consolidation, and trade) and the EXHAUSTION of the Byzantine and Sasanian empires from their long wars.



	SLIDE 9
	Life Under the Early Caliphates


On-slide summary: Life Under the Early Caliphates; Key Concept: A DHIMMI was a non-Muslim who kept their faith and paid the JIZYA tax for protection; forced conversion was not the general rule.; Non-Muslims under Islamic rule
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a DHIMMI as a non-Muslim (Christian, Jew, and others) living under Islamic rule who generally kept their own faith.
•  Define the JIZYA as the tax dhimmis paid in return for protection and the right to practice their religion.
	
	•  Correct the myth carefully: forced conversion was NOT the general rule - but note honestly that dhimmis did not have equal status with Muslims.
•  Explain the practical logic: keeping local peoples, officials, and taxes running made the vast caliphate easier to govern.



	BACKGROUND
•  Describe governance of non-Muslims: a dhimmi (Christian, Jew, and others) kept their faith and paid the jizya tax for protection; forced conversion was not the general rule, though dhimmis did not have equal status.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Life Under the Early Caliphates classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a fast-growing state find it easier to tax conquered peoples than to force them to convert?
•  How does the dhimmi-and-jizya system correct the myth that people were forced to convert at sword-point?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: DHIMMI (a non-Muslim under Islamic rule who kept their faith) and JIZYA (the tax dhimmis paid for protection); note that forced conversion was not the general rule.



	SLIDE 10
	A Dispute Over Succession


On-slide summary: A Dispute Over Succession; Key Concept: The SUNNI-SHIA SPLIT grew out of the dispute over who should succeed Muhammad; we describe both traditions neutrally.; A question of leadership
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the SUNNI-SHIA SPLIT as the division that grew out of the early dispute over who should rightly succeed Muhammad.
•  Present both positions neutrally: leadership within Muhammad's family line versus the community choosing the ablest leader.
	
	•  Stress that this began as a political question about succession and leadership, not as a simple war of belief.
•  Hold the neutral, academic frame firmly: we describe that the disagreement existed and where it came from, favoring neither tradition.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain neutrally that the Sunni-Shia split grew out of the dispute over who should succeed Muhammad (family line versus the community choosing the ablest leader) - a question of leadership, favoring neither tradition.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Dispute Over Succession classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a disagreement over who should lead be one of the hardest problems for a new community to settle?
•  Why is it important for a historian to describe both traditions neutrally rather than deciding which was right?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SUNNI-SHIA SPLIT (the division that grew out of the dispute over who should succeed Muhammad) and the note that it began as a question of leadership and succession.



	SLIDE 11
	An Honest Look at the Conquests


On-slide summary: An Honest Look at the Conquests; Not purely religious; The conquests were driven by politics, trade, and weakened neighbors as well as faith - not by religion alone.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight anchor one: the conquests were not purely religious, because politics, trade, and weakened neighbors mattered too.
•  Anchor point two: the usual policy was to tax non-Muslims as dhimmis, not to force conversion at sword-point.
	
	•  Anchor point three: avoid the opposite error - these were still real military conquests with battles, sieges, and surrender terms.
•  Ask students: how can a historian describe a conquest factually, without either glorifying or condemning it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Consolidate the anchors: the conquests had many causes (not religion alone), non-Muslims were usually taxed as dhimmis rather than forced to convert, and they were still real conquests - describe them factually.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Honest Look at the Conquests classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it a mistake both to say the conquests were 'purely religious' AND to pretend they were not really conquests?
•  How can a historian describe a conquest factually without either glorifying or condemning it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: that the conquests were not PURELY religious (many causes) and that conquered peoples were usually TAXED as dhimmis rather than forced to convert.



	SLIDE 12
	Why the Early Caliphates Mattered


On-slide summary: Why the Early Caliphates Mattered; Key Concept: The early caliphates built a world power across three continents; AL-BALADHURI and other early sources preserved the conquest treaties.; A new world power
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the significance: in about a century the caliphates built a world power across three continents and reshaped the region.
•  Note that their cities became centers of trade, administration, and learning across the caliphate.
	
	•  Introduce the source: al-Baladhuri, a ninth-century Arab historian who preserved surrender terms with conquered cities like Damascus.
•  Ask students: if a conquest account came from the conquering side, how should a historian use it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Synthesize significance (a world power across three continents in about a century) and set up the primary source: al-Baladhuri and other early historians preserved the conquest treaties, read critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why the Early Caliphates Mattered classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might building a state across three continents in about a century matter for the later history of the region?
•  If a conquest account was written by the conquering side, how should a historian use it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: that the early caliphates built a state across three continents, and that early Arab sources like AL-BALADHURI preserved conquest treaties read critically.



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; After 632, caliphs led the Muslim community and its state, the caliphate.; The Rashidun (632-661), then the Umayyads (661-750, Damascus), expanded it fast.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Reinforce the central anchors: keep the Rashidun and Umayyad periods distinct, and expect many causes of the expansion, not one.
•  Pull the two periods back together: Rashidun caliphs (632-661) then the Umayyad dynasty (661-750, Damascus).
	
	•  Restate the governing facts: dhimmis kept their faith and paid the jizya; forced conversion was not the general rule.
•  Note that the caliphs' rapid expansion set up Unit 6's later study of the Islamic world's cities, trade, and learning.



	BACKGROUND
•  Consolidate: caliphs led the caliphate after 632; Rashidun (632-661) then Umayyad (661-750, Damascus) expansion; many causes and the dhimmi/jizya system; and the Sunni-Shia split from the succession dispute, described neutrally.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  In one accurate sentence, why is it wrong to say the caliphate expanded 'purely because of religion'?
•  Why does it matter to keep the Rashidun caliphs and the Umayyad dynasty separate?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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