	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE ODYSSEY: THE LONG JOURNEY HOME


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Odyssey: The Long Journey Home


On-slide summary: The Odyssey: The Long Journey Home; Map Odysseus's ten-year journey home - and see why cunning, not strength, is the mark of the Greek hero.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the driving question: how does one man survive a ten-year journey home, and what makes him a hero worth a whole epic?
•  Preview the big idea: Odysseus wins by cunning (metis), not brute strength - that is the trait the poem prizes.
	
	•  Set the honesty frame up front: the Odyssey is an epic POEM, literature, not a history of real events; Odysseus and the Cyclops are legend and myth.
•  Discussion hook: ask students to name a hero who wins by being clever rather than strong - then connect it to Odysseus.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Odyssey: The Long Journey Home classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Odyssey: The Long Journey Home in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Odyssey: The Long Journey Home



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; How the Odyssey is built: an epic of nostos, told in medias res; Why cunning (metis) beats strength: the Cyclops episode and the 'Noman' trick
TALKING POINTS
	•  The three targets preview the arc: how the epic is built, why cunning beats strength, and how Odysseus is a flawed hero.
•  Stress the second target's core claim: Odysseus's defining weapon is metis (cunning), shown best in the Cyclops episode.
	
	•  Flag the honesty move in the third target: the Odyssey reveals Greek VALUES; it is not a record of events that really happened.
•  Discussion question: which sounds more interesting - a hero who is strongest, or a hero who is cleverest? Why might Greeks prize cunning?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: How the Odyssey is built: an epic of nostos, told in medias res



	SLIDE 3
	An Epic of the Long Journey Home


On-slide summary: An Epic of the Long Journey Home; Key Concept: The Odyssey is an EPIC poem about ODYSSEUS and the theme of NOSTOS - his ten-year struggle to return home from Troy.; What the Odyssey Is
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define EPIC from the callout: a long narrative poem of a hero, gods, and great deeds - the Odyssey is a Greek epic.
•  Introduce ODYSSEUS and his EPITHET 'of many wiles' - a fixed tag that names his cunning every time it appears.
	
	•  Land the theme: NOSTOS, the homecoming; the whole poem is the ten-year struggle to get back to Ithaca after ten years of war.
•  Discussion question: what makes a journey story satisfying? Connect it to why 'getting home' can carry an entire epic.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Epic of the Long Journey Home classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain An Epic of the Long Journey Home in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: An Epic of the Long Journey Home



	SLIDE 4
	In Medias Res: Starting in the Middle


On-slide summary: In Medias Res: Starting in the Middle; In medias res; IN MEDIAS RES is a Latin phrase meaning 'into the middle of things'; the Odyssey opens in the middle of the story, not at the beginning.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define IN MEDIAS RES from the callout: 'into the middle of things' - the poem starts mid-story, not at the beginning.
•  Explain the INVOCATION: the epic opens by calling on the Muse to 'sing of the man of many wiles' - the standard Greek epic opening.
	
	•  Make the literature point: telling events out of order through flashbacks is a crafted artistic choice, not how a real log would read.
•  Discussion question: why might a poet START in the middle of the action instead of at the very beginning of the trip?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make In Medias Res: Starting in the Middle classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain In Medias Res: Starting in the Middle in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: In Medias Res: Starting in the Middle



	SLIDE 5
	Metis: Winning by Wits


On-slide summary: Metis: Winning by Wits; Key Concept: METIS - cunning and strategic intelligence - is Odysseus's defining trait, prized in the epic above brute strength.; Cunning Over Strength
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define METIS from the callout: cunning, cleverness, and strategic intelligence - Odysseus's defining trait, prized over strength.
•  Connect the EPITHET to the trait: 'of many wiles' names his cunning every time the poem describes him.
	
	•  Set up the payoff: the Cyclops episode is the clearest case of metis - a giant too strong to fight, beaten by a clever plan.
•  Discussion question: name a time when being clever beat being strong. Why might a whole culture make cunning its top heroic value?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Metis: Winning by Wits classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Metis: Winning by Wits in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Metis: Winning by Wits



	SLIDE 6
	An Ancient Vase: Blinding the Cyclops


On-slide summary: An Ancient Vase: Blinding the Cyclops; The Eleusis amphora (c. 660 BCE): Odysseus and his men blind the Cyclops; Odysseus and his men
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students 30 seconds to study the vase. Ask what the row of figures is doing to the seated giant.
•  Connect the image to slide 5: this is metis in action - weaker men beating a giant through a coordinated plan, not brute force.
	
	•  Note the honesty point: this is ancient Greek ART of a myth, not a photo of a real event; Greeks painted it because the story mattered to them.
•  Discussion prompt: this vase is from about 660 BCE. What does it tell us that artists were already painting Odyssey scenes onto pottery?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Ancient Vase: Blinding the Cyclops classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain An Ancient Vase: Blinding the Cyclops in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: An Ancient Vase: Blinding the Cyclops



	SLIDE 7
	The Cyclops Episode: The 'Noman' Trick


On-slide summary: The Cyclops Episode: The 'Noman' Trick; Key Concept: Trapped by POLYPHEMUS, Odysseus wins by cunning - the 'Noman' name trick, the olive stake, and the escape under the rams.; Trapped by a Giant
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce POLYPHEMUS from the callout: the one-eyed Cyclops, a son of Poseidon, too strong to fight head-on.
•  Walk the three cunning moves in order: the 'Noman' name trick, blinding the drunk giant with the olive stake, and escaping under the rams.
	
	•  Highlight why the name trick works: when the Cyclops yells 'Noman is killing me,' his neighbors hear 'no man' and leave him alone.
•  Preview the Spotlight: students read this exact scene in Butler's 1900 translation, where the name is rendered 'Noman.'



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Cyclops Episode: The 'Noman' Trick classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Cyclops Episode: The 'Noman' Trick in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Cyclops Episode: The 'Noman' Trick



	SLIDE 8
	An Ancient Vase: Escape Under the Ram


On-slide summary: An Ancient Vase: Escape Under the Ram; Ancient Greek vase: Odysseus escapes the cave clinging under a ram; Odysseus clinging beneath
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students 30 seconds with the vase. Ask where the man is and why he is hidden there.
•  Connect the image to slide 7: the blinded giant feels the tops of his sheep, so Odysseus hides UNDERNEATH - cunning to the last.
	
	•  Repeat the honesty note: this is ancient art of a myth, not a photo; its survival shows how beloved the Odyssey story already was.
•  Discussion prompt: how does hiding under the ram fit the pattern of every escape in this episode - brains beating brute force?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Ancient Vase: Escape Under the Ram classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain An Ancient Vase: Escape Under the Ram in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: An Ancient Vase: Escape Under the Ram



	SLIDE 9
	Xenia: The Sacred Rules of Hospitality


On-slide summary: Xenia: The Sacred Rules of Hospitality; Xenia; XENIA is the ancient Greek custom of guest-friendship - the sacred rules of hospitality between a host and a guest.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define XENIA from the callout: Greek guest-friendship, the sacred rules of hospitality between host and guest.
•  Make it concrete: a good host fed and sheltered a stranger before even asking their name, because travelers depended on it to survive.
	
	•  Land the contrast: the Cyclops breaks xenia by eating his guests - that is what makes him a monster, not just his size.
•  Discussion question: why would a culture make hospitality to strangers a sacred duty? What does that tell us about the ancient Greek world?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Xenia: The Sacred Rules of Hospitality classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Xenia: The Sacred Rules of Hospitality in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Xenia: The Sacred Rules of Hospitality



	SLIDE 10
	The Flawed Hero: Hubris


On-slide summary: The Flawed Hero: Hubris; Warning: Odysseus's HUBRIS - taunting the Cyclops and shouting his real name - is a real FLAW the epic criticizes, not a triumph to admire.; A Hero With a Flaw
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define HUBRIS from the callout: excessive pride or arrogance that leads a hero into trouble - and Odysseus has it.
•  Catch the turn: the 'Noman' trick worked perfectly, but pride makes Odysseus shout his REAL name to brag as he sails away.
	
	•  Stress the honesty anchor: the epic CRITICIZES this boast as a flaw - do not let students read it as a cool victory.
•  Discussion question: why is a flawed hero often more interesting than a perfect one? What does Odysseus's pride cost him?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Flawed Hero: Hubris classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Flawed Hero: Hubris in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Flawed Hero: Hubris



	SLIDE 11
	Poseidon's Wrath: Why the Journey Is So Long


On-slide summary: Poseidon's Wrath: Why the Journey Is So Long; Poseidon; POSEIDON is the Greek god of the sea and Odysseus's divine enemy; he is also the father of the blinded Cyclops, Polyphemus.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define POSEIDON from the callout: the sea-god, Odysseus's divine enemy, and the father of the blinded Cyclops.
•  Trace the cause and effect: the real-name boast lets Polyphemus curse Odysseus by name, and Poseidon answers with storms and disaster.
	
	•  Land the through-line: the ten-year length of the journey home is the direct PRICE of Odysseus's hubris - flaw leads to consequence.
•  Discussion question: how does building 'pride has a cost' into the plot show the Odyssey is carefully shaped literature?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Poseidon's Wrath: Why the Journey Is So Long classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Poseidon's Wrath: Why the Journey Is So Long in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Poseidon's Wrath: Why the Journey Is So Long



	SLIDE 12
	Myth, Not History: How to Read the Odyssey


On-slide summary: Myth, Not History: How to Read the Odyssey; Big Idea: The Odyssey is myth and literature, NOT history - read it for what it reveals about Greek values, not what 'really happened.'; What the Odyssey Is
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the central honesty anchor from the callout: the Odyssey is myth and literature, not a historical record.
•  Be blunt: Odysseus is legendary and Polyphemus is a myth-monster; a real one-eyed giant did not trap real sailors.
	
	•  Redirect the question: instead of 'did it happen?' ask 'what does the story reveal about Greek values - metis, xenia, hubris, nostos?'
•  Discussion question: why can a story that never happened still teach us something true about the people who told it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Myth, Not History: How to Read the Odyssey classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Myth, Not History: How to Read the Odyssey in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Myth, Not History: How to Read the Odyssey



	SLIDE 13
	Weighing It: What the Epic Shows and Doesn't


On-slide summary: Weighing It: What the Epic Shows and Doesn't; What we CAN say; The Odyssey is a Greek epic that prizes cunning (metis) over strength and shows the danger of pride (hubris) through Odysseus.
TALKING POINTS
	•  List the confident claims: the epic prizes metis over strength, shows the cost of hubris, and reveals xenia and nostos as Greek values.
•  Name the forbidden claims: NOT that the Cyclops was real, NOT that the journey happened, NOT that Odysseus was a perfect hero.
	
	•  The key move is the honest verdict: admirable for cunning AND flawed by pride; literature that reveals values, not history.
•  Discussion question: which is harder to hold - that Odysseus is both clever and flawed, or that a made-up story still reveals real values?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Weighing It: What the Epic Shows and Doesn't classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Weighing It: What the Epic Shows and Doesn't in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Weighing It: What the Epic Shows and Doesn't



	SLIDE 14
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; An EPIC of NOSTOS: Odysseus's ten-year journey home, told in medias res; METIS (cunning) beats strength: the 'Noman' trick and escape under the rams
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the four takeaways aloud and check the load-bearing ideas: nostos, metis and the Cyclops trick, hubris and Poseidon, myth-not-history.
•  Reinforce the honesty anchor: Odysseus is both admirable for cunning and genuinely flawed by pride - not a perfect hero.
	
	•  Discussion question: how would you answer a friend who says 'the Odyssey proves a real hero really blinded a real Cyclops'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: An EPIC of NOSTOS: Odysseus's ten-year journey home, told in medias res


     © More Lessons Less Planning  |  morelessonslessplanning.com     
