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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Map Odysseus's ten-year journey home and explain how the Odyssey is built as an epic poem - told in medias res and driven by the theme of nostos, the return home
2. Explain why cunning (metis) rather than brute strength defines Odysseus, using the Cyclops episode: the 'Noman' trick, the olive stake, and the escape under the rams
3. Analyze Odysseus as a deliberately FLAWED hero whose pride (hubris) brings Poseidon's wrath, and explain why the Odyssey is literature that reveals Greek values - not a historical record

SECTION 1
An Epic of the Long Journey Home
What the Odyssey Is
               is a long narrative poem that tells of a hero, gods, and great deeds; the Odyssey is a Greek epic about Odysseus’s journey home.
               , king of Ithaca and hero of the poem, is famous for his cunning; his epithet is “of many wiles.”
               is the Greek word for the homecoming or return; the whole Odyssey is Odysseus’s ten-year struggle to reach his home on Ithaca.
 
SECTION 2
In Medias Res: Starting in the Middle
The Shape of the Story
               is a Latin phrase meaning “into the middle of things”; the Odyssey opens in the middle of the story, not at the beginning.
               opens the epic - a call to the Muse to “sing of the man of many wiles.”
               fill in the past: Odysseus tells his earlier adventures, like the Cyclops, out of order.
 
SECTION 3
Metis: Winning by Wits
Cunning Over Strength
               is cunning, cleverness, and strategic intelligence - Odysseus’s defining trait, prized above brute strength.
               is a fixed descriptive tag attached to a person or thing, such as Odysseus “of many wiles.”
               , not brute strength, is how Odysseus survives; he is not the biggest warrior but the cleverest.
 
SECTION 4
The Cyclops Episode: The “Noman” Trick
Brains Over Brawn
               is the one-eyed Cyclops, a son of Poseidon, who traps Odysseus’s men in his cave.
               is the false name Odysseus gives the giant (it means “Nobody”) so the other Cyclopes will not help him.
               stake, sharpened and fire-hardened, is what the men drive into the drunk giant’s single eye to blind him.
 
SECTION 5
Xenia: The Sacred Rules of Hospitality
Guest-Friendship
               is the ancient Greek custom of guest-friendship - the sacred rules of hospitality between a host and a guest.
               , shelter, and safety were owed to a stranger by a good host, often before even asking the guest’s name.
               is what the Cyclops becomes by eating his guests instead of hosting them - not a proper host.
 
SECTION 6
The Flawed Hero: Hubris
Pride Backfires
               is excessive pride or arrogance that leads a hero into trouble; Odysseus has it despite his cleverness.
               is what pride makes Odysseus shout back at the blinded Cyclops as he sails away - his real one, just to boast.
               is what the epic treats this pride as - one it criticizes, not a triumph to admire.
 
SECTION 7
Poseidon’s Wrath: Why the Journey Is So Long
The Price of Pride
               is the Greek god of the sea and Odysseus’s divine enemy; he is also the father of the blinded Cyclops.
               him is what Polyphemus prays to Poseidon to do, because Odysseus boasted his real name - and the sea-god answers.
               long years is how far Poseidon’s anger stretches the journey home - the price of Odysseus’s hubris.
 
SECTION 8
Myth, Not History: How to Read the Odyssey
What It Is and Isn’t
               is what the Odyssey is - a work of it, an epic poem meant to be performed, not a history of real events.
               is what Polyphemus is a monster of; Odysseus is a legendary hero and a one-eyed giant did not really trap real sailors.
               is what we read the poem for - Greek ones: metis, xenia, hubris, and nostos.
 
SECTION 9
Weighing It: What the Epic Shows and Doesn’t
Confident and Honest at Once
               (metis) over brute strength is what we CAN say the Odyssey prizes.
               hero is what we must NOT call Odysseus - a flawless one - because he is genuinely flawed by his pride.
               verdict holds both halves: Odysseus is admirable for his cunning AND flawed by his pride; the poem is literature, not history.
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