	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE ODYSSEY GOES TO HOLLYWOOD


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Odyssey Goes to Hollywood


On-slide summary: The Odyssey Goes to Hollywood; For 2,800 years storytellers have kept retelling the Odyssey. This capstone builds a skill: how to judge any adaptation against its source.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the capstone: the Odyssey has been retold for about 2,800 years - by bards, vase painters, Roman poets, translators, and now filmmakers.
•  Set the real goal: students will build a reusable skill for judging ANY adaptation against its source, not just react to one movie.
	
	•  Preview the honesty anchor: changing a story is what adaptation IS, not 'getting it wrong' - and we do not know for certain who 'Homer' was.
•  Discussion question: name a movie made from a book or an older story - what did it keep the same, and what did it change?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Odyssey Goes to Hollywood classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Odyssey Goes to Hollywood in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Odyssey Goes to Hollywood



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Adaptation is ancient and ongoing - changing a source is not a mistake; Build reusable criteria to judge any adaptation fairly
TALKING POINTS
	•  The three targets preview the whole capstone: adaptation is ancient and ongoing, students build reusable criteria, and Homer's own words endorse retelling.
•  Stress that Target 2 is the transferable skill: fair criteria - fidelity, theme and values, context, purpose and audience - that work on any adaptation.
	
	•  Point out that Target 3 uses the Primary Source: the Muse invocation and the bard Phemius scene where 'the latest songs' win the warmest applause.
•  Discussion question: why might fair criteria be better than just saying 'the book was better' when you judge a movie of a story you love?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Adaptation is ancient and ongoing - changing a source is not a mistake



	SLIDE 3
	The Odyssey Keeps Coming Back


On-slide summary: The Odyssey Keeps Coming Back; Key Concept: The Odyssey is an EPIC - a long narrative poem of heroes, gods, and great deeds - that people have RETOLD for roughly 2,800 years.; One Story, Many Tellings
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define EPIC from the callout: a long narrative poem of a hero, gods, and great deeds - the Iliad and Odyssey are the famous Greek examples.
•  Trace the retelling chain out loud - bards, vase painters, Roman poets, translators, filmmakers - so students feel its 2,800-year length.
	
	•  Land the through-line: a RETELLING carries a story into a new time and audience, and the Odyssey survives BECAUSE people keep re-making it.
•  Discussion question: what is it about a soldier trying to get home that keeps feeling worth retelling in every era?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Odyssey Keeps Coming Back classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Odyssey Keeps Coming Back in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Odyssey Keeps Coming Back



	SLIDE 4
	What Is an Adaptation? Keep, Change, Add


On-slide summary: What Is an Adaptation? Keep, Change, Add; Adaptation; A new version of an existing story told in a different form, time, or medium.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define ADAPTATION and SOURCE TEXT from the rows: a new version of an existing story, and the original work it is based on.
•  Teach the three moves - KEEP, CHANGE, ADD - and have students hold all three; every adaptation does all three, not just one.
	
	•  Hammer the honesty anchor: changing the source is what adapting IS, so the job is judging changes fairly, not calling every change an error.
•  Discussion question: think of an adaptation you know - name one thing it KEPT, one it CHANGED, and one it ADDED.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Is an Adaptation? Keep, Change, Add classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What Is an Adaptation? Keep, Change, Add in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: What Is an Adaptation? Keep, Change, Add



	SLIDE 5
	The Odyssey Was Always Being Retold


On-slide summary: The Odyssey Was Always Being Retold; Key Concept: The Odyssey began in ORAL TRADITION - stories passed by spoken performance and memory, so even the source was a retelling.; It Started as Oral Tradition
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define ORAL TRADITION from the callout: passing stories by spoken performance and memory, with no writing - the Odyssey's earliest form.
•  Land the twist: because bards retold it for centuries, even the 'original' Odyssey was already a product of retelling - the chain predates the written poem.
	
	•  Name ancient retellers - vase painters and the Roman poet Virgil (the Aeneid) - to show adaptation is not a modern habit.
•  Preview the image: the next slide is a real ancient vase that retells an Odyssey scene in pictures.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Odyssey Was Always Being Retold classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Odyssey Was Always Being Retold in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Odyssey Was Always Being Retold



	SLIDE 6
	The Siren Vase: An Ancient Retelling


On-slide summary: The Siren Vase: An Ancient Retelling; The Siren Vase (c. 480-470 BCE): an ancient retelling of an Odyssey scene; Odysseus tied to the mast
TALKING POINTS
	•  Let students study the vase for 30 seconds. Ask what the central figure is doing and what the winged creatures are.
•  Connect it to slide 5: this vase is an ADAPTATION - an ancient artist retelling an Odyssey scene in pictures on pottery.
	
	•  Apply the skill to the image: it KEPT the core Sirens scene, CHANGED words into one frozen frame, and ADDED a visual composition.
•  Discussion prompt: what can a painted image show about this scene that a sung poem cannot - and what does the poem do better?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Siren Vase: An Ancient Retelling classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Siren Vase: An Ancient Retelling in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Siren Vase: An Ancient Retelling



	SLIDE 7
	A Translation Is an Adaptation Too


On-slide summary: A Translation Is an Adaptation Too; Key Concept: Even a translation is an adaptation - Butler's 1900 English prose remakes Homer's Greek verse and chooses wording, tone, and names.; From Greek Verse to English Prose
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make the surprising claim: a TRANSLATION is an adaptation too - Butler's 1900 English prose remakes Homer's Greek verse.
•  Name the concrete change: Greek poetry in a six-beat meter becomes plain English prose - the plot stays, the sound and form are remade.
	
	•  Show translator choices: Butler picked the Roman names, 'Ulysses' for Odysseus and 'Jove' for Zeus - a decision, not a fact of the text.
•  Discussion question: if two translators disagree on wording, does that mean one is 'wrong' - or is choosing part of the job?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Translation Is an Adaptation Too classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Translation Is an Adaptation Too in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Translation Is an Adaptation Too



	SLIDE 8
	Who Was Homer? The Homeric Question Stays Open


On-slide summary: Who Was Homer? The Homeric Question Stays Open; Homeric Question; The open debate over who 'Homer' was - one poet, several poets, or a whole tradition.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the HOMERIC QUESTION from the callout: the unresolved debate over who 'Homer' was and how the epics were composed.
•  Hold all three possibilities - one poet, several poets, or a name attached to a long tradition - and do not let the class collapse it to one.
	
	•  Name the two forbidden claims: NOT 'Homer was definitely one person' and NOT 'Homer definitely never existed' - the honest answer is 'we do not know.'
•  Preview the image: the next slide is an idealized, posthumous bust - imagined long after, because no true portrait of Homer exists.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who Was Homer? The Homeric Question Stays Open classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Who Was Homer? The Homeric Question Stays Open in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Who Was Homer? The Homeric Question Stays Open



	SLIDE 9
	A Marble Bust of Homer


On-slide summary: A Marble Bust of Homer; An ancient marble bust of Homer - an idealized, posthumous likeness; the idealized face
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with a discussion question: could this marble bust really be a portrait of Homer drawn from life, and what clues suggest it is not?
•  Caption it honestly: this is an idealized, posthumous likeness - imagined long after, not drawn from life.
	
	•  Point to the sightless eyes: they reflect the ancient tradition that Homer was blind, which is itself a story, not a proven fact.
•  Connect to the Homeric Question: even this famous face is later artists imagining an author no one could have seen.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Marble Bust of Homer classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Marble Bust of Homer in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Marble Bust of Homer



	SLIDE 10
	Build Your Criteria: Judging Any Adaptation


On-slide summary: Build Your Criteria: Judging Any Adaptation; 1. Fidelity to plot and characters; Does the adaptation keep the core plot and the main characters recognizable, or change them - and does the change work?
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give students the reusable toolkit: four criteria - fidelity, theme and values, context, and purpose and audience - that work on any adaptation.
•  Walk each criterion with a quick question, e.g. for fidelity: 'is the core plot still recognizable, and does the change work?'
	
	•  Stress the payoff: these criteria replace 'the book was better' with real analysis - name WHICH criterion a change serves or breaks.
•  Extension: have students add a fifth criterion of their own and defend why it matters for judging an adaptation.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Build Your Criteria: Judging Any Adaptation classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Build Your Criteria: Judging Any Adaptation in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Build Your Criteria: Judging Any Adaptation



	SLIDE 11
	Fidelity vs. Creative License


On-slide summary: Fidelity vs. Creative License; Key Concept: FIDELITY sticks close to the source; CREATIVE LICENSE changes it freely. Neither is automatically better - judge the choice.; Two Ends of a Dial
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define FIDELITY and CREATIVE LICENSE from the callout: sticking close to the source versus freely changing it for a new purpose.
•  Reframe them as a dial, not right-vs-wrong: every adaptation sits somewhere between very faithful and very free, and neither end automatically wins.
	
	•  Give the two-sided example: high fidelity can feel stiff; high license can feel fresh but lose the heart - judge whether the choice works.
•  Discussion question: name a change in an adaptation you know - did it serve the story's purpose, or lose what made the source matter?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Fidelity vs. Creative License classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Fidelity vs. Creative License in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Fidelity vs. Creative License



	SLIDE 12
	Keeping the Heart: Theme and Values


On-slide summary: Keeping the Heart: Theme and Values; Xenia; The Greek sacred custom of guest-friendship - hosts and guests owe each other respect.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the three core values from the rows: XENIA (guest-friendship), NOSTOS (homecoming), and METIS (cunning intelligence).
•  Ground each in the story: xenia with good and bad hosts, nostos as Odysseus's whole journey home, metis in the wooden horse and the Cyclops trick.
	
	•  Land the capstone point: keeping these values is DEEPER fidelity than copying plot - the heart can survive even a changed setting.
•  Discussion question: could a version set in outer space still be a faithful Odyssey? What would it have to keep to earn that?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Keeping the Heart: Theme and Values classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Keeping the Heart: Theme and Values in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Keeping the Heart: Theme and Values



	SLIDE 13
	Purpose and Audience: What a Change Reveals


On-slide summary: Purpose and Audience: What a Change Reveals; Key Concept: Ask a retelling's PURPOSE and AUDIENCE - and read what it changes as a clue to the reteller's own era and values.; Every Retelling Has a Reason
TALKING POINTS
	•  Teach the fourth criterion: every retelling has a PURPOSE and an AUDIENCE that shape what gets kept, cut, and added.
•  Give the range: a bard at a feast, a Roman poet for an empire, a 2026 film for a global audience - each purpose pulls different choices.
	
	•  Land the sophisticated idea: what a reteller changes reveals their OWN era's values - so an adaptation is a mirror of its age.
•  Discussion question: if a modern Odyssey stressed the trauma of coming home from war, what would that tell you about our era?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Purpose and Audience: What a Change Reveals classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Purpose and Audience: What a Change Reveals in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Purpose and Audience: What a Change Reveals



	SLIDE 14
	The Latest Link: The Odyssey in 2026


On-slide summary: The Latest Link: The Odyssey in 2026; Key Concept: Nolan's 2026 Odyssey film is the newest link in a 2,800-year chain of retellings - a timely hook, but the lasting product is the skill.; A New Retelling Arrives
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the factual hook only: in 2026 director Christopher Nolan released a film of The Odyssey - the newest link in a 2,800-year chain.
•  Be clear about the R rating: it is made for adult moviegoers, not a classroom screening - do not suggest showing it.
	
	•  Draw the line: no plot claims about the film - it is a hook, not our source, and students judge it with the criteria they built.
•  Discussion question: why does a brand-new movie make a 2,800-year-old poem suddenly feel worth studying again?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Latest Link: The Odyssey in 2026 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Latest Link: The Odyssey in 2026 in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Latest Link: The Odyssey in 2026



	SLIDE 15
	Judging Honestly: The Book Is Not Always Better


On-slide summary: Judging Honestly: The Book Is Not Always Better; Retire the lazy verdict; 'The book is always better' is not analysis - it skips the work of naming what an adaptation actually keeps, changes, and adds.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Retire the lazy verdict: 'the book is always better' skips the work of naming what an adaptation keeps, changes, and adds.
•  Model fair judgment as a prompt: ask which criterion a given change actually serves or breaks - fidelity, values, context, or purpose?
	
	•  Reuse the twist: Homer's epic came from oral tradition, so there is no single pure 'original' to defend - only a chain of retellings.
•  Land the posture: confident with your criteria, honest that reasonable people can weigh the same change differently.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Judging Honestly: The Book Is Not Always Better classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Judging Honestly: The Book Is Not Always Better in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Judging Honestly: The Book Is Not Always Better



	SLIDE 16
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Adaptation is ancient and ongoing - the Odyssey retold for ~2,800 years; Every adaptation KEEPS, CHANGES, and ADDS - change is not 'getting it wrong'
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the four takeaways aloud and check the load-bearing ideas: adaptation is ancient, keep-change-add, the four criteria, and the open Homeric Question.
•  Reinforce the transferable skill: students can now judge any adaptation - a film, a novel, a game - by naming which criterion a change serves or breaks.
	
	•  Discussion question: after this lesson, how would you answer a friend who says 'the movie ruined the Odyssey because it changed things'?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Adaptation is ancient and ongoing - the Odyssey retold for ~2,800 years
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