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	1.
	Where did the city of Cahokia stand?



	A. On the Ohio River near present-day Pittsburgh
	B. On the Mississippi River near present-day St. Louis ✓

	
	

	C. On the Missouri River near present-day Kansas City
	D. On the Illinois River near present-day Chicago



	2.
	About how many people lived at Cahokia when the city was at its height?



	A. Between 500 and 1,000
	B. Between 2,000 and 3,000

	
	

	C. Between 10,000 and 20,000 ✓
	D. Between 60,000 and 80,000



	3.
	Why was building Monks Mound such an enormous task for the Mississippians?



	A. They had no wheels, no draft animals, and no metal tools to move earth ✓
	B. They had to bring the soil hundreds of miles upriver by canoe

	
	

	C. They were only permitted to build during a few weeks each year
	D. They had to cut every basket of earth out of solid limestone rock



	4.
	What shape did the finished Monks Mound take?



	A. A single smooth cone that narrowed to a pointed top
	B. A long low ridge of earth running from east to west

	
	

	C. A round dome covered with a cap of flat stone slabs
	D. A broad mound rising in four flat terraces, one above the next ✓



	5.
	What did the people of Cahokia use Woodhenge for?



	A. Storing the maize harvest through the winter months
	B. Holding up the roof of the building on Monks Mound

	
	

	C. Tracking where the sun rose at different times of year ✓
	D. Marking the burial places of the city's leading families



	6.
	What is a borrow pit?



	A. A hole dug to take out earth that was carried away to build a mound ✓
	B. A deep pit used to fire clay pottery at a very high temperature

	
	

	C. A storage cellar dug into the floor of a Mississippian house
	D. A water trench cut outside the palisade to slow down attackers



	7.
	What does a post hole show an archaeologist?



	A. How deep the water table sat beneath the city of Cahokia
	B. Where a wooden post once stood before it rotted away ✓

	
	

	C. Which crops the people planted in a particular field
	D. How many people were buried inside a nearby mound



	8.
	Why does almost everything we know about Cahokia come from archaeology?



	A. Spanish explorers destroyed the city's written records in the 1500s
	B. The city's written records were lost in a courthouse fire in 1849

	
	

	C. American settlers plowed the mounds flat before anyone studied them
	D. The people of Cahokia left no written records of their own behind ✓



	9.
	How many separate construction stages did archaeologists find inside Monks Mound?



	A. Fourteen ✓
	B. Four

	
	

	C. Twenty-eight
	D. Two



	10.
	From the top of one mound in 1811, how many other mounds did Henry Brackenridge count?



	A. Twelve
	B. Forty-five ✓

	
	

	C. Eighty
	D. One hundred twenty



	11.
	Brackenridge estimated the principal mound at about ninety feet, and modern surveys give about 30 meters. What does that comparison show?



	A. His estimate must be thrown out because the units cannot be compared
	B. His estimate proves the mound has grown taller since the year 1811

	
	

	C. His estimate was far too small, since 30 meters is nearly 200 feet
	D. His estimate was close, because 30 meters is roughly 100 feet ✓



	12.
	Why do researchers say the cause of Cahokia's decline is still an open question?



	A. The site has never been excavated by professional archaeologists
	B. Cahokia's own written records contradict the archaeological evidence

	
	

	C. Several explanations fit part of the evidence and none fits all of it ✓
	D. Researchers agree on the cause but cannot agree on the exact year



ANSWERS
	1.
	B
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	C

	3.
	A

	4.
	D
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	C
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	A
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