	US HISTORY
THE MOUND BUILDERS OF CAHOKIA
EXIT TICKET



	Name:  
	Date:  
	Period:  



	1.
	What evidence do archaeologists use to map buildings at Cahokia that rotted away long ago?



	A. Dark soil stains left where the wooden posts once stood
	B. Written building plans kept by the city's own leaders

	
	

	C. Photographs taken by early American travelers in 1811
	D. Stone foundations left standing above the ground today


Answer:
	2.
	Brackenridge counted forty-five mounds from the top of one mound in 1811, but about 120 once stood at Cahokia. What is the best reason for that gap?



	A. Brackenridge deliberately reported a lower number than he saw
	B. Archaeologists later built extra mounds in order to study them

	
	

	C. He could only count the mounds that were visible from one spot
	D. The number of mounds at Cahokia doubled after the year 1811


Answer:
	3.
	Cahokia was largely abandoned by about A.D. 1400. What does that date rule out as a cause of the decline?



	A. A long drought that damaged the maize harvest
	B. The arrival of Europeans in North America

	
	

	C. The loss of authority by the city's leaders
	D. The clearing of timber from the surrounding uplands


Answer:
QUICK WRITE
Open Response
Researchers still disagree about why Cahokia was abandoned. Explain in two or three sentences why the evidence has not settled the question.
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