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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how North Korea's invasion of South Korea tested the U.S. policy of containment for the first time with an army.
2. Describe how the United Nations authorized action in Korea and why the Soviet boycott of the Security Council mattered.
3. Trace the war's major turning points: the invasion, the Pusan Perimeter, the Inchon landing, and Chinese intervention.
4. Analyze President Truman's justification for committing U.S. forces, using his June 27, 1950 statement.
5. Explain why the 1953 Armistice halted the fighting but never ended the war, and what it left behind.

SECTION 1
Containment Faces Its First War
A Divided Peninsula
In 1945 Japan's defeat left Korea divided at the 38th parallel, a line separating two rival governments.
Soviet troops occupied northern Korea and American troops occupied the south after Japan surrendered.
Containment is the U.S. policy of stopping communism’s spread without full-scale war.
Korea was the first place containment faced an actual invasion, not just political pressure.
 
SECTION 2
June 25, 1950: North Korea Invades
The Attack Begins
North Korean troops crossed the 38th parallel before dawn on June 25, 1950, catching the South by surprise.
Soviet-supplied tanks led the North Korean invasion force.
South Korea's capital, Seoul, fell within three days.
 
SECTION 3
Truman Acts, the UN Responds
Two Actions, One Day
On June 27, 1950, President Truman ordered U.S. air and sea forces to help South Korea.
UN Security Council Resolution 83 recommended member states help repel the invasion.
The Soviet Union was boycotting the Security Council, so it could not veto the resolution.
 
SECTION 4
The Pusan Perimeter
Holding On
By August 1950 UN and South Korean troops held only a small corner of southeastern Korea, near the port of Pusan.
The port of Pusan let reinforcements and supplies keep arriving by sea.
General MacArthur commanded UN forces and was already planning a counterstrike.
 
SECTION 5
MacArthur's Gamble: Inchon
The Landing
On September 15, 1950, UN forces landed at Inchon, far behind North Korean lines.
The Inchon landing cut off North Korean troops and supply lines, stranding forces to the south.
UN forces recaptured Seoul by the end of September 1950.
 
SECTION 6
From Containment to Rollback
A New Goal
UN forces crossed the 38th parallel into North Korea in October 1950, aiming to reunify the peninsula.
Rollback is the strategy of pushing communist forces back across a border instead of merely stopping them.
UN troops advanced north toward the Yalu River, the border with China.
 
SECTION 7
China Enters the War
Crossing the Yalu
On October 19, 1950, the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army crossed the Yalu River.
Chinese forces pushed UN troops back south in two major offensives, reversing the UN advance.
Seoul changed hands again in January 1951.
 
SECTION 8
A Limited War
Keeping the War Limited
A limited war is fought with restricted goals and methods rather than total war.
A stalemate is a drawn-out standoff where neither side can gain a decisive advantage.
In April 1951 Truman relieved General MacArthur of command for pushing to expand the war.
 
SECTION 9
The Human Cost
The Hungnam Evacuation
About 100,000 Korean refugees were evacuated by sea from Hungnam in December 1950.
The SS Meredith Victory carried about 14,000 refugees on a single voyage.
 
SECTION 10
The Armistice, July 27, 1953
Stopping the Fighting
Armistice talks began in July 1951 and dragged on for two years.
On July 27, 1953, military commanders signed the Korean Armistice Agreement.
The armistice stopped the fighting - it did not end the war, which continues without a peace treaty.
 
SECTION 11
A War Without a Peace Treaty
What's Left Behind
The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) is a buffer about 2.5 miles wide along the 1953 cease-fire line established after the war.
North and South Korea remain separate countries along nearly the same line as 1945.
No peace treaty between North and South Korea has ever been signed.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ North Korea's invasion turned containment into an actual war
★ The UN fought under Resolution 83 because a Soviet boycott blocked a veto
★ Inchon reversed the war, but Chinese intervention led to a stalemate
★ The 1953 Armistice stopped the fighting but never ended the war
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