	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE HOME FRONT


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Home Front


On-slide summary: The Home Front; How governments turned posters, ration books, and war bonds into weapons of total war
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point to the subtitle's three objects - posters, ration books, and war bonds - and tell students each one gets its own section today: persuasion, food, and money were all drafted into the war.
•  If a war is fought in France, how can a kitchen in Kansas or a movie theater in Chicago be part of the battlefield?
	
	•  By 1918 every major power ran bond drives, food campaigns, and censorship offices - the lesson ends by asking whether governments mainly persuaded their citizens or commanded them.



	BACKGROUND
•  By 1917 the war was consuming more money, food, and munitions than any war in history.
•  Every major power built systems to mobilize civilians: propaganda, bonds, rationing, and censorship.
•  The lesson closes by asking whether governments mainly persuaded citizens or commanded them.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does a war need besides soldiers?
•  Have you ever seen a government ad asking citizens to do something - what was it?
•  Where do you think the money for a world war comes from?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Title slide - no blanks.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Define total war and explain what the home front was.; Explain how governments used propaganda to rally civilians.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Target 3 is the heart of the Activity: students will read a real Four Minute Men bond speech from October 1917, lightly modernized for reading, in the Primary Source Spotlight - not a summary of one.
•  Which of these five targets names something that still exists today - propaganda, rationing, war bonds, or all three?
	
	•  Targets 1 and 5 bookend the lesson: total war pulls civilians in, and by target 5 students weigh what that cost in rights and free speech.



	BACKGROUND
•  Five targets: total war, propaganda, war bonds, food, and rights at home.
•  Target 3 connects to the Primary Source Spotlight in the Activity.
•  The persuade-or-command question threads all five targets together.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target do you already know something about?
•  What do you think 'propaganda' means?
•  Why might a government need to persuade its own citizens during a war?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Learning targets box - no blanks.



	SLIDE 3
	Total War: The War Behind the Lines


On-slide summary: Total War: The War Behind the Lines; By 1917 the Great War was swallowing whole economies, not just armies.; Historians call this total war: a war fought by entire societies.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Trace the fourth bullet backward: a shell fired in France began as ore mined, steel milled, and casings packed by civilians - that supply chain is why the home front counts as a front.
•  The last bullet names four things governments needed - money, food, labor, and loyalty - and the next ten slides show the tool invented for each one.
	
	•  If a factory worker's output decides battles, does starving that worker with a naval blockade count as warfare? Hold the question - the turnip winter answers it later in the lesson.



	BACKGROUND
•  Total war mobilized economies and civilians, not just armies.
•  The phrase home front spread during World War I itself.
•  Governments needed civilians' money, food, labor, and loyalty.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it mean to say a whole society goes to war?
•  Which civilian resource do you think mattered most: money, food, or labor?
•  How is total war different from a war fought only by professional armies?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: total; home; labor.



	SLIDE 4
	Propaganda: Selling the War


On-slide summary: Propaganda: Selling the War; Key Concept: Propaganda treated public opinion as a weapon of war.; What Governments Wanted
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the two columns as demand and supply: every goal on the left - enlistment, money, food, support - got a matching tool on the right, from posters to staged rallies.
•  The last right-hand bullet is not a small detail: a third of Americans in 1917 were immigrants or their children, and the government printed appeals in Yiddish, Italian, and Polish to reach them. The next slide shows one.
	
	•  Where does persuasion end and manipulation begin - does a poster that stirs fear cross a line that a poster stirring pride does not?



	BACKGROUND
•  Propaganda aimed to shape opinion, not just inform.
•  Posters, films, pamphlets, and rallies were the main tools.
•  Governments printed posters in many languages to reach immigrants.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Where would a citizen in 1917 have run into war propaganda during a normal day?
•  Why did governments bother translating posters into other languages?
•  What is the difference between information and propaganda?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Propaganda; posters; languages.



	SLIDE 5
	A Poster in Action


On-slide summary: A Poster in Action; U.S. Food Administration poster in Yiddish by C. E. Chambers, 1917
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the image: immigrants on a ship's deck, the Statue of Liberty, a rainbow - the design links the freedom immigrants came for to a duty to save food for the war.
•  The text is Yiddish, not English: the Food Administration printed this same design in several languages - exactly the translated-poster tactic named on the previous slide.
	
	•  What emotions is this poster engineered to trigger - gratitude, hope, obligation - and is there any threat anywhere in it?



	BACKGROUND
•  Painted by Charles E. Chambers for the U.S. Food Administration, 1917.
•  The same design was printed in English, Yiddish, and other languages.
•  The English text read 'Food will win the war. You came here seeking freedom...'
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What details in this poster match the tools listed on the last slide?
•  Who was this particular printing of the poster trying to reach?
•  What feelings is the image - liberty, rainbow, arriving ship - designed to stir?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Image slide - no blanks.



	SLIDE 6
	The CPI: Washington's Persuasion Machine


On-slide summary: The CPI: Washington's Persuasion Machine; In April 1917 the U.S. created the Committee on Public Information (CPI).; Journalist George Creel led the agency.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Date the agency precisely: April 1917, the same month the U.S. declared war - Washington built its persuasion machine before most of its army existed.
•  Creel's phrase in the callout - 'the world's greatest adventure in advertising' - invites the key question: what separates advertising a war from propagandizing it?
	
	•  The last bullet keeps this global: London, Paris, and Berlin all ran information offices. The CPI is the case study because its scripts survive - and students read one of them in today's Activity.



	BACKGROUND
•  The CPI was created in April 1917, the month the U.S. declared war.
•  George Creel, a journalist, led it.
•  Every major power ran a similar information office.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a government create a persuasion agency before its army was even ready?
•  Does calling it 'advertising' instead of 'propaganda' change what it was?
•  Why might the American public have been divided about joining the war?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Information; Creel; films.



	SLIDE 7
	The Four Minute Men


On-slide summary: The Four Minute Men; Who They Were; About 75,000 volunteer speakers
TALKING POINTS
	•  Work the three cards left to right: who (75,000 local volunteers), how (theater talks scripted by CPI bulletins between reels), and why it worked (a neighbor's voice and a captive audience).
•  The middle card's line - CPI bulletins supplied the talking points - is today's evidence: the Primary Source Spotlight is a real speech from Bulletin No. 17, lightly modernized for reading.
	
	•  Would you trust a war message more from a neighbor on the theater stage than from an official in Washington - and is that trust exactly what the CPI was borrowing?



	BACKGROUND
•  About 75,000 volunteers served as Four Minute Men.
•  CPI bulletins supplied official talking points.
•  They spoke in movie theaters during reel changes.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why deliver a government message through a local volunteer instead of an official?
•  What made a movie theater the perfect venue in 1917?
•  Would this program work today - and what would replace the theater?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: 75,000; theaters; bulletins; reel.



	SLIDE 8
	A Message from the Government at Washington


On-slide summary: A Message from the Government at Washington; CPI theater poster for the Four Minute Men by H. Devitt Welsh, 1917
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the design: the U.S. Capitol above and a large blank space below - theaters wrote in the night's speaker and topic, so the poster doubled as a stage bill.
•  The title line - 'A message from the government at Washington' - openly labels the speech as official; the CPI wanted the authority visible, then delivered it through a local voice.
	
	•  Why would the CPI put the Capitol on this poster rather than a battlefield?



	BACKGROUND
•  Designed by H. Devitt Welsh for the CPI, 1917.
•  The blank space was filled in with each night's speaker and topic.
•  It displayed in theaters while the Four Minute Man spoke.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does this poster show the Capitol instead of soldiers or battles?
•  What does the blank space tell you about how the program actually ran?
•  How does this poster work together with the volunteer speaker standing next to it?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Image slide - no blanks.



	SLIDE 9
	Paying for the War: Liberty Loans


On-slide summary: Paying for the War: Liberty Loans; Modern war was staggeringly expensive - billions of dollars a year.; Governments borrowed from their own citizens through war bonds.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Underline the third bullet's mechanics: a bond is a loan, not a gift - citizens were repaid with interest, which let the government tap savings that taxes could never politely reach.
•  Scale the fourth bullet: about $17 billion across four drives, in a country whose entire pre-war federal budget ran under a billion dollars a year.
	
	•  Movie stars like Charlie Chaplin and Douglas Fairbanks drew huge crowds to bond rallies - why would a government put celebrities, not generals, on the platform?
•  The callout's word 'public' matters: bonds were bought at rallies and theaters where neighbors watched - the speech students read in Part 4 weaponizes exactly that visibility.



	BACKGROUND
•  A bond is a loan to the government, repaid with interest.
•  Four Liberty Loan drives raised about $17 billion.
•  Celebrities like Charlie Chaplin headlined bond rallies.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why borrow from citizens instead of simply raising taxes?
•  What made buying a bond feel patriotic rather than financial?
•  Who might have felt pressured, not persuaded, at a bond rally?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: loan; billion; stars.



	SLIDE 10
	Food Is Ammunition: Pledges and Ration Books


On-slide summary: Food Is Ammunition: Pledges and Ration Books; Note: The American campaign's slogan was blunt: 'Food will win the war.'; The United States: Persuasion
TALKING POINTS
	•  Contrast the column headers: America relied on pledges and slogans under Hoover's Food Administration, Britain printed coupon books, and blockaded Germany simply ran short - persuasion, compulsion, and scarcity side by side.
•  The turnip winter bullet answers the blockade question from the total-war slide: Britain's navy cut German food imports, the 1916 potato crop failed, and civilians lived on turnips through the winter.
	
	•  Why might a government PREFER voluntary meatless Tuesdays to mandatory rationing, even though ration books share food more fairly?
•  Hoover became so identified with saving food that Americans coined a verb - to 'Hooverize' a meal meant to stretch it - proof the campaign reached kitchen-table language.



	BACKGROUND
•  Herbert Hoover led the U.S. Food Administration's voluntary campaign.
•  Britain rationed sugar, meat, and butter by 1918 with coupon books.
•  Blockaded Germany endured the turnip winter of 1916-17.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a government prefer voluntary pledges over mandatory rationing?
•  Which system is fairer to poor families - pledges or ration books?
•  What does the turnip winter show about the blockade as a weapon?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Hoover; meatless; victory; coupon.



	SLIDE 11
	New Hands: Women and Wartime Work


On-slide summary: New Hands: Women and Wartime Work; Millions of men left for the front - their jobs did not leave with them.; Women stepped into factories, farms, offices, and streetcars.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Link the first two bullets as cause and effect: conscription pulled millions of men out of the economy, and the work - munitions, farming, transit - had to be done by someone.
•  The munitionettes in the callout handled TNT that stained skin yellow - workers called canary girls - so the cheerful nickname hides dangerous, skilled war service worth naming as such.
	
	•  The last two bullets are the payoff: when leaders argued after the war that women had earned the vote, what exactly had changed - women's abilities, or men's excuses?



	BACKGROUND
•  Women filled factory, farm, office, and transit jobs left by soldiers.
•  British munitionettes filled artillery shells with TNT.
•  Britain 1918 (women 30+, property test); equal franchise came in 1928.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which wartime jobs would have been hardest to fill, and why?
•  How did wartime work change the argument over women's suffrage?
•  Did the war create these changes or just speed them up?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: farms; munitionettes; suffrage.



	SLIDE 12
	The Other Hand: Censorship and Control


On-slide summary: The Other Hand: Censorship and Control; Britain; The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA)
TALKING POINTS
	•  Compare the three cards' methods: Britain legislated broad emergency powers with DORA, Germany let the army run the economy and the news, and the U.S. criminalized interference and dissent with two acts.
•  Make the American card concrete: under these acts the socialist Eugene Debs was convicted in 1918 for an anti-war speech and entered federal prison in April 1919 - criticism of the draft could be prosecuted as obstruction.
	
	•  The lesson began with persuasion; this slide is the other hand - if propaganda is the carrot, what are DORA and the Sedition Act?
•  Is protecting the war effort worth criminalizing criticism of it - and who gets to decide where interference begins?



	BACKGROUND
•  DORA gave Britain broad emergency powers, including press censorship.
•  The U.S. Espionage and Sedition Acts criminalized interference and dissent.
•  Debs: convicted 1918 for an anti-war speech, in prison by April 1919.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a government fighting for democracy limit speech at home?
•  Which of the three approaches gave the government the most power?
•  Where should the line sit between disloyalty and disagreement?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Realm; Sedition; prison.



	SLIDE 13
	The Home Front Bargain: Needs and Tools


On-slide summary: The Home Front Bargain: Needs and Tools; Money; Liberty Bond drives and Four Minute Men speeches
TALKING POINTS
	•  Have students classify each row's right-hand cell as persuasion, law, or both: bond speeches persuade, conscription compels, and the loyalty row pairs propaganda posters with censorship laws - one of each.
•  This table is the lesson's answer to what total war means: five civilian needs, five government tools, and no household left untouched.
	
	•  Which row would have been hardest to fill with persuasion alone, and which row could never work as pure law?



	BACKGROUND
•  The table pairs five civilian needs with the tools that met them.
•  Some tools persuade (bond drives); some compel (conscription).
•  The loyalty row uses one of each: propaganda and censorship.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which rows rely on persuasion, and which rely on law?
•  Which need could never have been met by persuasion alone?
•  Which of these tools would be most controversial today?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: speeches; Conscription; censorship.



	SLIDE 14
	Reference Guide: The War at Home


On-slide summary: Reference Guide: The War at Home; Home front; The civilian side of a nation at war - the homes, farms, and factories behind the armies.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read each definition aloud and let students guess the term before revealing it - 'loans from ordinary citizens to the government' should land on Liberty Bonds before anyone sees the words.
•  These exact definitions fill the Activity's Reference Guide: the five blanked rows must be completed from these two slides and the Guided Notes, so precision here saves students in Part 1.
	
	•  Which two of these five terms describe things every warring nation had, and which are uniquely American?



	BACKGROUND
•  These five terms cover total war and the persuasion tools.
•  The Activity Reference Guide uses these exact definitions.
•  Liberty Bonds and propaganda recur in the Primary Source Spotlight.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five terms would other warring nations recognize too?
•  Why is the exact wording of a definition worth learning?
•  Where will you meet Liberty Bonds again in this lesson?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Home front; Total war; Propaganda; Committee on Public Information; Liberty Bonds (terms blanked, definitions visible).



	SLIDE 15
	Reference Guide: Food, Labor, and Law


On-slide summary: Reference Guide: Food, Labor, and Law; Four Minute Men; About 75,000 volunteers who gave short, government-scripted speeches in movie theaters.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pair terms across the two vocab slides as you review: the Four Minute Men sold the Liberty Bonds from slide 14, and censorship guarded the loyalty that propaganda built.
•  Rationing and victory gardens answer the same food problem from opposite ends - one shrinks demand by rule, the other grows supply by choice.
	
	•  Conscription is the term with the longest afterlife: where have students heard of a draft since, and does draft registration still exist today?



	BACKGROUND
•  These five terms cover food, labor, and legal control.
•  The Four Minute Men connect directly to the Primary Source Spotlight.
•  Conscription and censorship show the compulsion side of total war.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five tools relied on choice, and which on law?
•  How do rationing and victory gardens attack the same problem?
•  Which of these terms have you heard used about wars since 1918?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Four Minute Men; Rationing; Victory garden; Conscription; Censorship (terms blanked, definitions visible).



	SLIDE 16
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; World War I was a total war - whole societies, not just armies, fought it.; Propaganda, from posters to Four Minute Men, sold the war to civilians.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Rebuild the lesson from the five takeaways in order: total war defined, then the four tools - propaganda, bonds, food management, and speech control.
•  Return to the opening question with the last takeaway: did governments mainly persuade citizens or command them - and does the answer differ for America, Britain, and Germany?
	
	•  Preview the assessments: the Activity's Part 5 verdict asks persuade-or-command, and the Exit Ticket quick write asks whether posters and bond drives actually mattered - both need lesson facts, not opinions alone.



	BACKGROUND
•  The five takeaways rebuild the lesson's needs-and-tools structure.
•  Part 5 of the Activity asks the persuade-or-command question.
•  The Exit Ticket quick write asks whether the home front mattered.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which home-front tool surprised you most, and why?
•  Did governments mainly persuade their citizens or command them?
•  Could a nation have won this war with a weak home front?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Key takeaways - no blanks.
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