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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Define total war and explain what the home front was.
2. Explain how governments used propaganda to rally civilians.
3. Describe how war bonds and the Four Minute Men financed the war.
4. Compare food conservation in the United States with rationing in Europe.
5. Analyze how the war changed work, rights, and free speech at home.

SECTION 1
Total War: The War Behind the Lines
A War Fought by Whole Societies
Historians call a war fought by entire societies total war.
The home front means the civilians - homes, farms, and factories - behind the armies.
Governments needed civilians' money, food, labor, and loyalty.
 
SECTION 2
Propaganda: Selling the War
Public Opinion as a Weapon
Propaganda treated public opinion as a weapon of war.
Bold posters appeared in shop windows and streetcars.
Posters were printed in many languages to reach immigrants.
 
SECTION 3
The CPI: Washington's Persuasion Machine
An Agency for Selling the War
In April 1917 the U.S. created the Committee on Public Information.
Journalist George Creel led the agency.
The CPI produced posters, films, pamphlets, and official war news.
 
SECTION 4
The Four Minute Men
The Government in a Neighbor’s Voice
About 75,000 volunteer speakers served as Four Minute Men.
They spoke in movie theaters between reels.
CPI bulletins supplied the official talking points.
The four minutes matched the time it took to change a movie reel.
 
SECTION 5
Paying for the War: Liberty Loans
Borrowing from the People
A bond was a loan to the government, repaid later with interest.
Four Liberty Loan drives raised about $17 billion in the United States.
Rallies, posters, and movie stars urged everyone to buy.
 
SECTION 6
Food Is Ammunition: Pledges and Ration Books
Persuasion in America, Compulsion in Europe
The U.S. Food Administration was led by Herbert Hoover.
Families pledged meatless Tuesdays and wheatless Wednesdays.
Households planted victory gardens to grow their own food.
Ration coupon books set each British family's weekly share.
 
SECTION 7
New Hands: Women and Wartime Work
Filling the Jobs the Soldiers Left
Women stepped into factories, farms, offices, and streetcars.
British arms-plant workers were nicknamed munitionettes.
Wartime work strengthened the case for women's suffrage - the vote.
 
SECTION 8
The Other Hand: Censorship and Control
Persuasion Backed by Law
Britain’s Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) let the government censor the press.
The U.S. Espionage Act (1917) and Sedition Act (1918) made blocking the war effort a crime.
War critics faced fines or prison.
 
SECTION 9
The Home Front Bargain: Needs and Tools
Five Needs, Five Tools
Money came through Liberty Bond drives and Four Minute Men speeches.
Conscription laws drafted young men to fill the armies.
Loyalty came from propaganda posters and censorship laws.
 
SECTION 10
Reference Guide: The War at Home
Five Exact Definitions
Home front: The civilian side of a nation at war - the homes, farms, and factories behind the armies.
Total war: A war fought by entire societies - their soldiers, factories, farms, and families.
Propaganda: Posters, films, and speeches designed to push public opinion toward one point of view.
Committee on Public Information: The U.S. agency, created in April 1917, that produced posters, films, and speakers to build support for the war.
Liberty Bonds: U.S. war bonds - loans from ordinary citizens to the government, repaid later with interest.
 
SECTION 11
Reference Guide: Food, Labor, and Law
Five Exact Definitions
Four Minute Men: About 75,000 volunteers who gave short, government-scripted speeches in movie theaters.
Rationing: Government limits on how much food or fuel each person may buy in wartime.
Victory garden: A home or community garden planted in wartime so more farm food could go to the front.
Conscription: Required military service - the government drafts citizens into the armed forces.
Censorship: Government control over what newspapers may print and citizens may say in wartime.
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