	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE HAN DYNASTY AND CONFUCIAN GOVERNMENT


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Han Dynasty and Confucian Government


On-slide summary: The Han Dynasty and Confucian Government; How the ideas of Confucius reshaped the Han dynasty's government - rule by moral virtue and example instead of harsh law - and gave rise to the Mandate of Heaven and the ideal of the learned scholar-official.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Preview the arc: what Confucianism was, how Emperor Wu made it the Han's official philosophy, government by virtue versus fear, the Mandate of Heaven, and the scholar-official ideal.
•  Stress the central contrast students will keep meeting: Confucian rule by moral example versus Legalist rule by strict law and harsh punishment.
	
	•  Flag the day's history skill: reading a real Confucian primary source, the Analects, on how a ruler should govern.
•  Set expectations for honesty about history: the Confucian IDEAL of choosing officials by merit was not yet fully real in Han times - the exam system matured much later.



	BACKGROUND
•  Set the big idea: the Han did not just conquer an empire, they chose a PHILOSOPHY to govern it - Confucianism, rule by moral virtue rather than fear.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Han Dynasty and Confucian Government classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is it better to make people obey through fear of punishment or through respect for a good leader's example?
•  What might a government based on 'virtue' actually look like in practice?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain how the Han made Confucianism official under Emperor Wu.; Describe ruling by virtue and li instead of Legalist punishment.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the four targets, tying each to a section: adopting Confucianism, ruling by virtue, the scholar-official ideal, and the Mandate of Heaven.
•  Point out that the third target has a built-in caution: the merit ideal was real as an idea but only partly real in Han practice.
	
	•  Ask which target sounds hardest, since 'Mandate of Heaven' and 'li' are often the least familiar phrases.
•  Preview that students will end by reading Confucius himself on how a ruler should govern.



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress the third, because distinguishing the Confucian IDEAL from Han REALITY is the sharpest historical-thinking move of the lesson.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds most surprising to you?
•  Why might the ideas behind a government matter as much as its armies?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	What Was Confucianism?


On-slide summary: What Was Confucianism?; Confucianism; A political and ethical philosophy, based on the teachings of Confucius, that taught rulers to govern by moral virtue and good example rather than by force.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define CONFUCIANISM as a political and ethical philosophy based on the teachings of Confucius (c. 551-479 BCE).
•  State its core idea about power: a good ruler governs by his own moral VIRTUE and good example, not by force or fear.
	
	•  Clarify that Confucianism is a guide to conduct, relationships, and government - not a religion about gods or the afterlife.
•  Preview that the Han dynasty, centuries later, made these ideas the empire's official philosophy.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define Confucianism as a philosophy of conduct and government, and separate it clearly from religion - it is about how to behave and how to rule.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Was Confucianism? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between leading by example and leading by force?
•  Why might a set of ideas about behavior become the basis for running an empire?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CONFUCIANISM (the philosophy based on Confucius, rule by virtue not force) and VIRTUE (the moral goodness by which a good ruler is meant to lead).



	SLIDE 4
	Confucius, the Teacher Behind the Philosophy


On-slide summary: Confucius, the Teacher Behind the Philosophy; Tang-dynasty ink drawing of Confucius, whose ideas shaped Han rule.; Confucius (c. 551-479 BCE)
TALKING POINTS
	•  Identify the image as a Tang-dynasty ink drawing of Confucius, the teacher whose ideas became the Han's official philosophy.
•  Note that Confucius lived about 551-479 BCE, centuries before the Han adopted his teachings, because the philosophy came long before the government that used it.
	
	•  Ask the class: why might a government choose a long-dead teacher's ideas as the official basis for how to rule?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Confucius, the Teacher Behind the Philosophy classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Confucius, the Teacher Behind the Philosophy in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: Confucius, the Teacher Behind the Philosophy



	SLIDE 5
	The Han Adopt Confucianism


On-slide summary: The Han Adopt Confucianism; Han dynasty; The long-lasting Chinese dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE) that made Confucianism the official philosophy of its government.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce the HAN DYNASTY (206 BCE-220 CE) as one of the great empires of the ancient world.
•  Explain that EMPEROR WU (Wudi, r. 141-87 BCE) made Confucianism the official philosophy of the Han state.
	
	•  Credit DONG ZHONGSHU, the Confucian scholar who advised Emperor Wu to adopt Confucianism.
•  Ask the class: why would an emperor want one official philosophy for his whole government, and why does that choice still matter?



	BACKGROUND
•  Anchor the adoption of Confucianism to a dynasty, an emperor, and an adviser: the Han dynasty, Emperor Wu, and Dong Zhongshu.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Han Adopt Confucianism classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would an emperor want a single official philosophy for his whole government?
•  How could one adviser's argument change how an empire was run for centuries?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: HAN (dynasty, 206 BCE-220 CE, that made Confucianism official), EMPEROR WU (Wudi, who adopted it as the state philosophy), and DONG ZHONGSHU (the scholar who advised him).



	SLIDE 6
	Government by Virtue, Not Fear


On-slide summary: Government by Virtue, Not Fear; Key Concept: Confucian government rules by VIRTUE and by LI (ritual propriety) - moral example and proper conduct - not by fear of punishment.; Rule by virtue
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define VIRTUE as moral goodness and good character, and explain that the ruler is meant to lead by his own good example.
•  Explain the trickle-down logic: if leaders are honest and fair, the people respect them and behave well.
	
	•  Define LI (ritual propriety) as proper conduct, courtesy, and ritual that guides how everyone should behave.
•  Contrast the two paths to order: genuine loyalty earned by virtue and li versus mere fear produced by punishment.



	BACKGROUND
•  Make the theory of power concrete: Confucian rule works from the TOP by example - the ruler's virtue is supposed to spread downward to the people.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Government by Virtue, Not Fear classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might people behave better for a leader they respect than for one they fear?
•  How can 'good manners' and ritual actually help hold a society together?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: VIRTUE (moral goodness by which the ruler leads by example) and LI (ritual propriety, the ideal of proper conduct and courtesy).



	SLIDE 7
	The Mandate of Heaven


On-slide summary: The Mandate of Heaven; Mandate of Heaven; The belief that Heaven gives a just, virtuous ruler the right to rule and takes it away from a cruel or corrupt one.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the MANDATE OF HEAVEN as Heaven's grant of the right to rule to a just, virtuous ruler.
•  Explain that disasters, famines, and rebellions were read as signs a ruler had LOST the Mandate.
	
	•  Show how this connects to Confucianism: a ruler's virtue was tied directly to his legitimacy - his right to rule.
•  Point out the two-sided effect: it pressured emperors to govern well and gave people a way to justify replacing a bad one.



	BACKGROUND
•  Tie legitimacy to virtue: the Mandate of Heaven made a ruler's right to rule depend on his moral conduct, not just his army.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Mandate of Heaven classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could a belief like the Mandate of Heaven both protect and threaten an emperor?
•  Why would people read a famine or flood as a sign about their ruler?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MANDATE OF HEAVEN (Heaven's grant of the right to rule to a virtuous ruler) and the idea that virtue keeps it while cruelty loses it.



	SLIDE 8
	A Han Stone Rubbing of an Offering Shrine


On-slide summary: A Han Stone Rubbing of an Offering Shrine; A rubbing of a Han dynasty carved stone offering shrine (citang).; Han carved stone shrine
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain what a rubbing is: paper pressed onto a carved Han stone and inked so the design appears in black and white.
•  Point out the large two-story pavilion at the center - a Han offering shrine (citang) where families honored their ancestors, flanked by attendants and a horse and rider.
	
	•  Ask the class: how does a shrine built for ritual and respect for ancestors connect to the Confucian value of li (proper conduct and ceremony)?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Han Stone Rubbing of an Offering Shrine classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Han Stone Rubbing of an Offering Shrine in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Han Stone Rubbing of an Offering Shrine



	SLIDE 9
	The Scholar-Official Ideal


On-slide summary: The Scholar-Official Ideal; Scholar-official; An educated government official chosen for his learning in the Confucian classics and expected to serve with virtue.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the SCHOLAR-OFFICIAL as an educated official chosen for learning in the Confucian classics and expected to serve with virtue.
•  Define the CIVIL SERVICE as the body of trained officials who run the empire's day-to-day government.
	
	•  Stress the radical idea: education and character, not birth alone, should decide who governs.
•  Preview the reality check on the next slide - how much of this ideal was actually true in Han times.



	BACKGROUND
•  Connect virtue to staffing: if the state rules by virtue, its officials should be chosen for learning and character, not just noble birth.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Scholar-Official Ideal classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a government want its officials to be well-educated in a shared set of texts?
•  What is appealing - and what might be hard - about choosing officials by merit instead of birth?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SCHOLAR-OFFICIAL (educated official chosen for learning and virtue) and CIVIL SERVICE (the body of officials who run the empire's government).



	SLIDE 10
	The Ideal vs. Han Reality


On-slide summary: The Ideal vs. Han Reality; The imperial university (124 BCE); Emperor Wu founded an imperial university to train officials in the Confucian classics.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the Han real credit: Emperor Wu founded the imperial UNIVERSITY in 124 BCE and began recommend-and-examine recruiting.
•  Correct the myth: the Han did NOT run a mature merit-exam bureaucracy - many officials still came from noble families.
	
	•  State the honest timeline: the full civil-service examination system matured later, under the SUI and TANG dynasties.
•  Ask the class: why is it a mistake to say the Han chose all their officials by a nationwide exam?



	BACKGROUND
•  This is the honesty slide: praise the Han for starting the scholar-official system, but correct any claim that Han China ran a mature merit-exam bureaucracy.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Ideal vs. Han Reality classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it a mistake to say the Han chose all their officials by exam?
•  Why do real reforms often fall short of the ideals behind them?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: UNIVERSITY (the imperial university Emperor Wu founded in 124 BCE) and SUI (and Tang, the later dynasties under which the full exam system matured).



	SLIDE 11
	Confucianism vs. Legalism


On-slide summary: Confucianism vs. Legalism; Key Concept: LEGALISM said people obey only strict laws and harsh punishments - the opposite of Confucian rule by virtue and example.; Confucianism
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define LEGALISM as the philosophy that people obey only strict laws and harsh punishments, so order comes from fear.
•  Note the historical example: the earlier Qin dynasty governed by rigid laws and brutal punishments.
	
	•  Contrast it with Confucianism: people can be led to be good through virtue, example, and li - loyalty is earned, not forced.
•  Add nuance: the Han chose the Confucian path but still kept firm laws in practice - the ideal shaped, but did not erase, government.



	BACKGROUND
•  Frame the debate cleanly: Legalism controls behavior through fear; Confucianism changes character through virtue and example.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Confucianism vs. Legalism classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which view of human nature does each philosophy assume - are people basically selfish or basically improvable?
•  Why might a new dynasty reject the harsh methods of the one before it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: LEGALISM (the rival philosophy of strict laws and harsh punishment) and the contrast with Confucian rule by virtue.



	SLIDE 12
	Why Confucian Government Mattered


On-slide summary: Why Confucian Government Mattered; A theory of good rule; Confucianism gave the Han a model of government based on the ruler's moral virtue and good example, not just force.
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the big idea: the Han's choice of Confucianism created a model of government by VIRTUE that lasted two thousand years.
•  Recap the link to legitimacy: tied to the Mandate of Heaven, a ruler's virtue measured his right to rule.
	
	•  Trace the legacy: the scholar-official ideal shaped Chinese government and spread to Korea, Japan, and Vietnam.
•  Ask the class: should we judge a government by its ideals or by how well it lived up to them?



	BACKGROUND
•  Close on legacy: the Han linked good government to the ruler's virtue and to learned officials - an idea that outlived the dynasty by millennia.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why Confucian Government Mattered classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Should we judge a government by its ideals or by how well it lives up to them?
•  Why might the idea that leaders should be educated and moral still matter today?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: VIRTUE (the ruler's moral goodness that Confucian government made the measure of good rule) and the lasting scholar-official model.



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Under Emperor Wu, advised by Dong Zhongshu, the Han adopted Confucianism.; Confucian government ruled by virtue and li, not by Legalist fear.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the four takeaways and revisit the opening question about fear versus respect as the basis of power.
•  Reinforce the two trickiest ideas: the Mandate of Heaven tied virtue to legitimacy, and the merit ideal was only partly real under the Han.
	
	•  Reinforce that the takeaways cover the whole story: adopting Confucianism, ruling by virtue versus Legalism, the Mandate, and the scholar-official ideal.
•  Ask the class to defend a claim: was the Confucian ideal of virtuous government realistic, or too good to be true?



	BACKGROUND
•  Close by returning to the through-line: virtue, not fear, as the basis of good government - and the honest gap between ideal and reality.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which part of Confucian government surprised you most?
•  Why is 'virtue' a better summary than 'law' for what Confucian government aimed at?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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