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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how the Han dynasty made Confucianism the official philosophy of its government under Emperor Wu (Wudi), advised by the scholar Dong Zhongshu.
2. Describe the Confucian ideal of ruling by moral virtue, good example, and li (ritual propriety) rather than by the strict laws and harsh punishments of Legalism.
3. Explain the Confucian scholar-official and civil-service ideal, and distinguish the ideal of merit from Han reality - the imperial university (124 BCE) and recommend-and-examine channels, while the full examination system matured centuries later under the Sui and Tang.
4. Explain the Mandate of Heaven and how a ruler's virtue legitimized his rule, and analyze a Confucian primary source about the duties of a ruler.

SECTION 1
What Was Confucianism?
A Philosophy of Good Government
               was the political and ethical philosophy, based on the teachings of Confucius, that taught rulers to govern by moral virtue and good example rather than by force.
               (leading by good example) is how a good ruler should govern in Confucian thought, not by force or fear.
 
SECTION 2
The Han Adopt Confucianism
The Dynasty, the Emperor, and the Adviser
               DYNASTY was the long-lasting Chinese dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE) that made Confucianism the official philosophy of its government.
EMPEROR                (Wudi) was the Han emperor who officially adopted Confucianism as the state philosophy and founded the imperial university.
               ZHONGSHU was the Confucian scholar who advised Emperor Wu to make Confucianism the empire’s official teaching.
 
SECTION 3
Government by Virtue, Not Fear
Virtue and Li
               means moral goodness and good character; in Confucian government the ruler is meant to lead the people by his own good example.
               (ritual propriety) is the Confucian ideal of proper conduct, courtesy, and ritual that guides how people should behave.
 
SECTION 4
The Mandate of Heaven
Virtue and the Right to Rule
MANDATE OF                was the belief that Heaven gives a just, virtuous ruler the right to rule and takes it away from a cruel or corrupt one.
               (governing well) was believed to keep Heaven’s approval, while disasters and rebellion were read as signs a ruler had lost the Mandate.
 
SECTION 5
The Scholar-Official Ideal
Who Should Govern
              -OFFICIAL was an educated government official chosen for his learning in the Confucian classics and expected to serve with virtue.
CIVIL                was the body of trained officials who run the empire’s day-to-day government for the emperor.
 
SECTION 6
The Ideal vs. Han Reality
A Real Start, Not the Finished System
               (imperial) was founded by Emperor Wu in 124 BCE to train officials in the Confucian classics.
               AND TANG were the later dynasties under which the full civil-service examination system finally matured.
 
SECTION 7
Confucianism vs. Legalism
Virtue vs. Fear
               was the rival philosophy that argued people obey only strict laws and harsh punishments, not moral example.
               is where order comes from in Legalism: make the punishments severe enough and people will fall in line.
 
SECTION 8
Why Confucian Government Mattered
A Lasting Model
               (a ruler’s moral goodness) became the very measure of his right to rule, tied to the Mandate of Heaven.
The ideal of the learned, virtuous               -official shaped Chinese government for two thousand years.
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