	WORLD HISTORY
THE HAN DYNASTY AND CONFUCIAN GOVERNMENT
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	The Han dynasty made which philosophy the official basis of its government?



	A. Legalism
	B. Buddhism

	
	

	C. Confucianism ✓
	D. Daoism



	2.
	In Confucian thought, a good ruler leads mainly by:



	A. Fear of harsh punishment
	B. His own moral virtue and good example ✓

	
	

	C. Heavy taxes
	D. Military force alone



	3.
	Which statement is the most historically accurate about Han officials?



	A. The Han chose every official by a nationwide written exam

	

	B. Han officials needed no education of any kind

	

	C. The Han had no officials at all

	

	D. The Han founded an imperial university and began recruiting some officials by learning and recommendation, but the full civil-service exam system matured later under the Sui and Tang ✓



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
Confucian government was supposed to rule by virtue, not fear. In 3-4 sentences, explain what the Confucian ideal of good government was AND how it differed from Legalism. Use at least TWO of these terms: Confucianism, virtue, Mandate of Heaven, scholar-official, Legalism, li (ritual propriety).

	
	RUBRIC (4 points): (1) explains the Confucian ideal of good government — rule by the ruler’s moral virtue and good example (and li, ritual propriety), not by force; (2) explains how it differed from Legalism (strict laws and harsh punishments / order through fear); (3) uses at least TWO lesson terms correctly; (4) writes in clear, complete sentences. SAMPLE 4-POINT RESPONSE: "The Confucian ideal was that a good ruler governs by his own virtue and good example, so people become genuinely good and feel shame at doing wrong. This differed from Legalism, which said people obey only out of fear of strict laws and harsh punishments. Confucian government tried to change people’s character through virtue and li, while Legalism only tried to control their behavior." Deduct 1 point per missing element.


ANSWERS
	1.
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	B

	3.
	D
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