	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE GREAT SCHISM OF 1054


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Great Schism of 1054


On-slide summary: The Great Schism of 1054; How political rivalries and theological disputes split Christianity into the Roman Catholic West and the Eastern Orthodox East.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the driving question: how did one Christian church split into two branches that still exist today?
•  Stress the neutral, academic frame immediately: we study the disputes between the two traditions as historians, never deciding which side was right.
	
	•  Preview both honesty anchors: 1054 is a symbolic date for a long process, and the causes were both political and theological.
•  Note the payoff: students will end by reading the actual 1054 excommunication documents and learning to read one-sided sources critically.



	BACKGROUND
•  Frame the day: the Great Schism of 1054 split Christianity into the Roman Catholic West and the Eastern Orthodox East, and we study it in a neutral, academic tone.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Great Schism of 1054 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can a disagreement over beliefs and leadership split a single religion into two lasting branches?
•  Why might a date like 1054 be remembered as 'the split' even if the real story took much longer?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain what the Great Schism of 1054 was and why 1054 is a symbolic date.; Identify the POLITICAL causes: rivalry, lost imperial unity, Latin-Greek divide.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk each target and tie it to a section: what the schism was, its political causes, its theological causes, and the primary source.
•  Flag that causes come in two families - political and theological - and students will need to name both.
	
	•  Reinforce the neutral tone: understand both traditions in the schism without judging which side was right.
•  Why begin the study of a religious split with its causes rather than with the dramatic day of the excommunications?



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress that targets two and three (political and theological causes) explain WHY the split happened, and target four anchors the activity.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which sounds more likely to split a church - an argument about power and leadership, or an argument about beliefs?
•  Why might a historian read a document written to condemn an enemy very carefully?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	What Was the Great Schism?


On-slide summary: What Was the Great Schism?; Key Concept: A SCHISM is a split in a church; the GREAT SCHISM (1054) split Christianity into the ROMAN CATHOLIC West and EASTERN ORTHODOX East.; A split in the church
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a SCHISM as a formal split or division within a church, and the GREAT SCHISM as the lasting 1054 split into two branches.
•  Name the two branches: the ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (Western, centered on Rome, led by the pope, Latin) and the EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH (Eastern, centered on Constantinople, led by patriarchs, Greek).
	
	•  Hold the honesty anchor: 1054 is the symbolic date of a split that took centuries - a flashpoint, not a single clean break.
•  Model the neutral tone: describe both branches as large, ancient Christian traditions, never as the 'true' versus 'false' church.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define schism (a formal split within a church) and the Great Schism (the 1054 split into the Roman Catholic West and the Eastern Orthodox East); stress 1054 is symbolic, not a clean break.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Was the Great Schism? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between a small argument in a church and a full schism?
•  Why is it more accurate to call 1054 a symbolic date than the day the churches split?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SCHISM (a formal split within a church), GREAT SCHISM (the 1054 split), ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (Western branch, led by the pope), and EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH (Eastern branch, led by patriarchs).



	SLIDE 4
	One Church, Drifting Apart (Political Causes)


On-slide summary: One Church, Drifting Apart (Political Causes); A rivalry of two great cities; Rome and Constantinople had a long rivalry over which city and church leader held the greater honor.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Lay out the three political causes clearly: the Rome-Constantinople rivalry, the loss of a shared imperial authority, and the Latin-Greek divide.
•  Explain the structural point: once the western Roman Empire fell, no single emperor ruled both halves, so West and East lived in separate political worlds.
	
	•  Stress the language and culture split - Latin West versus Greek East - which made mutual understanding and trust harder.
•  Ask students which political cause they think mattered most, and have them defend it - a good bridge into the theological causes next.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain the political causes: the Rome-Constantinople rivalry, the collapse of a single shared imperial authority after the western Roman Empire fell, and the Latin-West/Greek-East cultural and language divide.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make One Church, Drifting Apart (Political Causes) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could two cities being rivals affect the unity of a whole religion?
•  Why would losing a single shared emperor make the two halves of the church drift apart?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the ROME-CONSTANTINOPLE rivalry, the loss of a single shared IMPERIAL authority, and the LATIN West vs. GREEK East divide.



	SLIDE 5
	Two Traditions, One Faith


On-slide summary: Two Traditions, One Faith; Key Concept: East and West shared one faith, but a GREEK East and a LATIN West slowly grew into two distinct traditions.; Shared roots
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the shared roots first: for centuries East and West were one church, with the same Bible, the same Christ, and the same early creeds.
•  Contrast the two traditions: a Greek-speaking, icon-honoring East and a Latin-speaking, pope-led West.
	
	•  Frame icons and mosaics academically - religious images used in Eastern worship - to set up the next slide's Byzantine mosaic.
•  Ask students to predict what kinds of disagreements might grow between two traditions that share a faith but differ in language and leadership.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain that East and West shared one faith (same Bible, Christ, and early creeds) but grew into two traditions: a Greek, icon-honoring East and a Latin, pope-led West.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Two Traditions, One Faith classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If two groups share the same Bible and the same Christ, how can they still drift into separate churches?
•  How might worshiping in different languages, Greek versus Latin, slowly change two traditions?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the shared roots (same Bible, Christ, and early creeds) and the drift into a GREEK East and a LATIN West with different worship.



	SLIDE 6
	A Byzantine Masterpiece


On-slide summary: A Byzantine Masterpiece; Deesis mosaic, Hagia Sophia (c. 1261). Byzantine Orthodox art. Public domain.; Christ Pantocrator, center
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out Christ Pantocrator at the center of the Deesis mosaic, flanked by the Virgin Mary and John the Baptist against a gold ground.
•  Name the hallmarks of Byzantine Orthodox art: gold-backed mosaic, solemn frontal figures, and Greek lettering.
	
	•  Be honest about the era: this mosaic dates to about 1261, roughly two centuries AFTER the 1054 schism, so it is an example of the Eastern tradition, not a picture of the split.
•  Ask students: which features of this Byzantine mosaic - the gold ground, the frontal figures - mark it as Eastern Orthodox art?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Byzantine Masterpiece classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Byzantine Masterpiece in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Byzantine Masterpiece



	SLIDE 7
	The Theological Disputes (Theological Causes)


On-slide summary: The Theological Disputes (Theological Causes); The filioque - 'and the Son'; The West added the word filioque ('and the Son') to the Nicene Creed; the East rejected changing the creed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the FILIOQUE as the Latin phrase 'and the Son,' added to the Nicene Creed in the West and rejected in the East as an unauthorized change.
•  Explain the Eucharist bread dispute: unleavened bread in the West, leavened bread in the East, each side defending its custom.
	
	•  Define PAPAL SUPREMACY as the Western claim that the pope held authority over the entire church, which the East rejected.
•  Keep the tone neutral: present each dispute as a difference between traditions, and note these theological causes layered on top of the political ones.



	BACKGROUND
•  Explain the three theological causes as historical differences between two traditions: the filioque added to the Nicene Creed, the leavened-vs-unleavened bread dispute, and papal supremacy - never framed as who was right.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Theological Disputes (Theological Causes) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might adding just a few words to a shared creed feel like a serious problem to the other side?
•  Why would a claim that one leader rules the whole church be the hardest dispute to settle?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the FILIOQUE ('and the Son' added to the Nicene Creed), the leavened-vs-unleavened BREAD dispute, and PAPAL SUPREMACY (the pope's claimed authority over the whole church).



	SLIDE 8
	The Break of 1054


On-slide summary: The Break of 1054; The pope sends legates; Pope Leo IX sent legates (official representatives) to Constantinople, led by Cardinal Humbert, to settle the disputes.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name the key people: Pope Leo IX's legate CARDINAL HUMBERT and the patriarch MICHAEL CERULARIUS of Constantinople.
•  Define EXCOMMUNICATION as officially cutting a person off from the church and its sacraments.
	
	•  Narrate the July 1054 flashpoint: Humbert laid a document of excommunication on the altar of Hagia Sophia, and the patriarch's synod excommunicated the legates in return.
•  Foreshadow the next slide's honesty anchor: the July 1054 excommunication was between specific leaders, not the whole churches.



	BACKGROUND
•  Narrate 1054: Pope Leo IX's legates under Cardinal Humbert came to Constantinople; Patriarch Michael Cerularius stood firm; in July 1054 they excommunicated each other in Hagia Sophia.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Break of 1054 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it suggest that the pope sent representatives all the way to Constantinople to settle the dispute?
•  Why might laying a document of excommunication on the altar of Hagia Sophia be such a dramatic act?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CARDINAL HUMBERT (the chief papal legate), MICHAEL CERULARIUS (the patriarch of Constantinople), and EXCOMMUNICATION (officially cutting a person off from the church).



	SLIDE 9
	An Honest Look at 1054


On-slide summary: An Honest Look at 1054; Key Concept: The 1054 excommunications were between SPECIFIC leaders, not the whole churches - and Pope LEO IX had died before his legates acted.; Specific people, not whole churches
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the first complication: the excommunications named specific leaders (Cerularius, the legates), not the entire churches.
•  Add the striking detail: Pope Leo IX had died in April 1054, months before Humbert delivered the excommunication in July.
	
	•  The legates' standing was shaky because a legate normally loses authority when the pope who sent him dies - and Pope Leo IX had already died.
•  Ask students: how should the fact that Pope Leo IX had already died change how we describe the 1054 excommunication?



	BACKGROUND
•  Add the honest complications: the 1054 excommunications were between specific leaders, not the whole churches, and Pope Leo IX had died in April 1054 before his legates acted in July.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Honest Look at 1054 classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter whether the excommunications were between individuals or between whole churches?
•  If the pope who sent the legates had already died, how should that change how we describe the 1054 excommunication?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: that the excommunications were between SPECIFIC people (not the whole churches) and that Pope LEO IX had already died before the legates acted.



	SLIDE 10
	A Long Split, Not a Single Day


On-slide summary: A Long Split, Not a Single Day; Centuries of drifting before 1054; The two traditions had been growing apart for centuries; 1054 was a flashpoint, not the start.
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the anchor plainly: 1054 is a symbolic date, not the day the churches split; the drift took centuries.
•  Use an analogy: 1054 marks a long process the way one big argument might mark the end of a long friendship.
	
	•  Introduce 1204: Western crusaders sacked Constantinople in the Fourth Crusade, a wound many historians see as truly sealing the split.
•  Ask students: why do textbooks still mark the schism at 1054 if the real split was gradual?



	BACKGROUND
•  Drive home the key anchor: the schism was a long process. 1054 is a symbolic flashpoint; the split had been building for centuries and is often seen as sealed only by the 1204 sack of Constantinople.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Long Split, Not a Single Day classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it more accurate to picture the schism as a slow drift than as a single dramatic break?
•  Why would the 1204 sack of Constantinople make it so much harder for the two churches to reunite?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: that 1054 is a SYMBOLIC date for a long process, and that the split is often seen as sealed by the 1204 sack of Constantinople.



	SLIDE 11
	Two Churches, Compared


On-slide summary: Two Churches, Compared; Leadership; Roman Catholic (West): led by the pope in Rome. Eastern Orthodox (East): led by patriarchs, such as the one in Constantinople.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Contrast leadership: the Roman Catholic Church is led by the pope in Rome; the Eastern Orthodox Church is led by patriarchs such as the patriarch of Constantinople.
•  Contrast language and setting: Latin and Rome in the West, Greek and Constantinople in the East.
	
	•  Contrast the disputed practices: unleavened bread and the filioque in the West, leavened bread and no filioque in the East.
•  Keep every comparison neutral - two serious traditions, both among the largest Christian bodies today, described without taking sides.



	BACKGROUND
•  Compare the two churches neutrally: Roman Catholic (pope, Rome, Latin, unleavened bread, filioque) versus Eastern Orthodox (patriarchs, Constantinople, Greek, leavened bread, no filioque).
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Two Churches, Compared classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which single difference - leadership, language, or practice - do you think mattered most, and why?
•  How can we describe both churches fairly without deciding that one is right?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the ROMAN CATHOLIC Church (led by the pope, Rome, Latin) and the EASTERN ORTHODOX Church (led by the PATRIARCH, Constantinople, Greek).



	SLIDE 12
	Why the Great Schism Mattered


On-slide summary: Why the Great Schism Mattered; Key Concept: The Great Schism created two lasting traditions; the one-sided 1054 EXCOMMUNICATION documents must be read critically.; A lasting division
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the significance: the schism created two lasting branches, the largest and longest split in Christian history, both still major traditions today.
•  Introduce the source: we can read the actual 1054 documents - the legates' bull and the patriarch and synod's reply.
	
	•  Teach the sourcing move: each 1054 document is one-sided because it was written by one side to condemn the other.
•  Set up the activity: students will read these documents and practice using furious, one-sided sources as evidence of the conflict.



	BACKGROUND
•  Synthesize significance (a lasting split into two of the largest Christian traditions) and set up the primary source: the 1054 excommunication documents, each written by one side to condemn the other.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why the Great Schism Mattered classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a religious split from 1054 still matter to hundreds of millions of people today?
•  If both 1054 documents were written to condemn the other side, how should a historian use them?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: that the schism created two lasting branches of Christianity, and that the 1054 EXCOMMUNICATION documents are one-sided sources read critically.



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The Great Schism (1054) split Christianity into Catholic West and Orthodox East.; Causes were both political (rivalry, lost unity) and theological (beliefs).
TALKING POINTS
	•  Reinforce the central honesty anchors: 1054 is a symbolic date for a long process, and the excommunications were between specific leaders while the pope was already dead.
•  Pull the causes back together in two families: political (rivalry, lost imperial unity, Latin-Greek divide) and theological (filioque, bread, papal supremacy).
	
	•  Restate the significance: two lasting branches of Christianity, the largest split in Christian history, both major traditions today.
•  Extend beyond the lesson: connect 1204 and the Fourth Crusade forward to why later reunion attempts kept failing - a bridge to the Crusades unit.



	BACKGROUND
•  Consolidate: what the schism was, its political and theological causes, the 1054 mutual excommunication, and the anchor that 1054 is symbolic for a long split sealed by 1204.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  In one accurate sentence, why is it wrong to say the churches split permanently in a single day in 1054?
•  Of all the causes, which do you think best explains why the split lasted?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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