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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain what the Great Schism of 1054 was - the split of Christianity into the Roman Catholic (Western) and Eastern Orthodox (Eastern) churches - and why 1054 is a symbolic date rather than a single clean break.
2. Identify the POLITICAL causes of the schism: the Rome-Constantinople rivalry, the collapse of a single shared imperial authority, and the Latin-West/Greek-East cultural divide.
3. Identify the THEOLOGICAL causes of the schism: the filioque added to the Nicene Creed, the dispute over leavened versus unleavened bread, and the claim of papal supremacy.
4. Analyze the mutual excommunication documents of 1054 as a primary source, reading them critically as one-sided church documents rather than neutral accounts.

SECTION 1
What Was the Great Schism?
A Split in the Church
               is a formal split or division within a church or religious community; the Great Schism divided Christianity into the Roman Catholic West and the Eastern Orthodox East.
The                of 1054 was the lasting split that divided Christianity into two branches that still exist today.
Two Branches of Christianity
The                became the Western branch of Christianity, centered on Rome, led by the pope, and using Latin.
The                became the Eastern branch of Christianity, centered on Constantinople, led by patriarchs, and using Greek.
 
SECTION 2
One Church, Drifting Apart (Political Causes)
A Rivalry of Two Great Cities
Rome and Constantinople had a long                over which city and church leader held the greater honor and authority.
After the western Roman Empire fell, there was no single shared                authority - one emperor over both halves - to keep West and East united.
The West spoke                and the East spoke Greek; this cultural and language divide slowly made the two sides grow apart.
 
SECTION 3
Two Traditions, One Faith
Shared Roots, Growing Apart
For centuries, East and West shared the same Bible, the same Christ, and the early                agreed on at the great councils.
The Eastern Church worshiped in                and honored icons and mosaics, while the Western Church worshiped in Latin and looked to the pope.
 
SECTION 4
The Theological Disputes (Theological Causes)
Three Disputes Over Belief and Practice
The West added the word                ('and the Son') to the Nicene Creed to describe the Holy Spirit; the East rejected changing a shared creed.
The two sides disagreed over whether the bread of the Eucharist should be leavened (East) or                (West).
The Western claim that the pope, the bishop of Rome, held authority over the whole Christian church is called               .
 
SECTION 5
The Break of 1054
The Flashpoint in Hagia Sophia
Pope Leo IX sent legates to Constantinople led by               , who in July 1054 laid a document of excommunication on the altar of Hagia Sophia.
              , the patriarch of Constantinople, refused the legates' demands and, with his synod, excommunicated them in return.
In 1054 each side formally cut the other off from the church and its sacraments, an act called               .
 
SECTION 6
An Honest Look at 1054
Specific People, and a Dead Pope
The 1054 excommunications were between                leaders - the legates and the patriarch - not a formal act of the entire churches at the time.
Pope                had already died in April 1054, months before his legates delivered the excommunication in July, which technically undercut their authority.
 
SECTION 7
A Long Split, Not a Single Day
A Symbolic Date for a Long Process
Historians treat 1054 as the                date of the schism, a convenient marker for a long, gradual process rather than a single clean break.
Many historians see the split as truly sealed in               , when Western crusaders sacked Constantinople during the Fourth Crusade.
 
SECTION 8
Two Churches, Compared
A Neutral Side-by-Side
The Eastern Orthodox Church was led not by a single pope but by leading bishops of the East, each of whom is called a               .
The Western Church used unleavened bread and accepted the filioque, while the Eastern Church used                bread and rejected the filioque.
 
SECTION 9
Why the Great Schism Mattered
A Lasting Division, Studied From Both Sides
The Great Schism created a lasting division between the two branches - the largest and longest-lasting                in Christian history.
Each 1054 excommunication document was written by one side to                the other, so we read them critically as one-sided sources, not neutral reports.
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