	US HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE GREAT AWAKENING: PREACHING THAT CROSSED THE COLONIES


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
		SLIDE 1
	The Great Awakening: Preaching That Crossed the Colonies


On-slide summary: The Great Awakening: Preaching That Crossed the Colonies; US History - Unit 2: Colonial America
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put 1730s-1750s on the board and leave it up all lesson; the key move is that this is a two-decade wave, not one dramatic day.
•  Do not define the term for them yet. Students assemble the definition across the next fifteen slides, so the opening should stay genuinely open.
	
	•  Connection to the rest of Unit 2: every earlier lesson has been one colony at a time. This is the first thing that happens in all of them at once.
•  Before anything else, ask: what is the largest crowd you have ever been part of, and what pulled it together?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Great Awakening was not one event but a loose wave of revivals and touring preachers across the 1730s-1740s.
•  No single organization ran it - printed sermons, newspapers, and traveling preachers spread it colony by colony.
•  This lesson treats the awakening descriptively: what people did, said, and printed, never what students should believe.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What would make thousands of colonists leave work to hear a traveling preacher?
•  Why might the same religious event matter to colonies that rarely shared news at all?
•  What kind of evidence would a historian need to study a wave of preaching instead of one sermon?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: The Great Awakening: Preaching That Crossed the Colonies






		SLIDE 2
	What You Will Be Able To Do


On-slide summary: What You Will Be Able To Do; Explain what the Great Awakening was and when it swept the colonies.; Describe how traveling preachers reached crowds no building could hold.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read targets one and two aloud and leave the rest; nobody can judge target four before meeting both camps on slide 11.
•  Frame target three now, because it asks students to take apart how a sermon persuades and never asks them to agree or disagree with any of it.
	
	•  Post these where students can see them during the Activity - each Part maps onto one target, and Part 5 is where target five gets graded.
•  Which target here asks you to make a judgment rather than recall a fact?



	BACKGROUND
•  Target one sets the timeline: the awakening runs roughly from 1734 into the 1750s, not a single year.
•  Target three is graded in the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight, which treats Edwards's sermon as rhetoric to analyze.
•  Target five is the payoff target - it asks students to connect one shared event to the colonies acting together.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five targets sounds hardest to you, and why?
•  What is the difference between analyzing a sermon's technique and agreeing with its message?
•  What would count as evidence that the colonies were linked by one shared event?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Explain what the Great Awakening was and when it swept the colonies.






		SLIDE 3
	One Colony, One Official Faith


On-slide summary: One Colony, One Official Faith; established church; The church a colony's government supported with tax money and law.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Write 'tax' next to 'church' and leave both up. The difference students miss is that the requirement was funding, not belief or attendance.
•  Have students copy both definitions before you elaborate - these are the first two Reference Guide rows they will need in the Activity.
	
	•  Real-world hook: name a present-day service everyone funds through taxes whether or not they use it, then walk the comparison back to 1740.
•  If your town had one official church, what would it cost you to disagree with its minister?



	BACKGROUND
•  Established churches varied by colony: Congregationalist in New England, Anglican in Virginia and the Carolinas.
•  Tax support did not require church membership - it required paying, whether or not you attended or agreed.
•  A congregation could disagree sharply with its own minister and still be legally bound to fund his salary.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a colony's government want one official, tax-supported church?
•  What happens to a congregation whose members no longer trust their assigned minister?
•  Who benefits when religion and tax law are tied together this closely?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 1 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 4
	Worried Ministers, Emptier Pews


On-slide summary: Worried Ministers, Emptier Pews; By the 1720s many ministers worried devotion was fading fast.; Younger colonists had not lived through the founders' fervor.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Slow down on 'worried'. These are ministers describing their own congregations, which means the evidence on this slide is one-sided by nature.
•  Put the 1720s on the timeline beside 1734 so the class sees that this slide is the setup and the next slide is the spark.
	
	•  For students who ask whether people stopped believing: the sources show attendance and intensity changing, not a wave of unbelief.
•  Whose voice is missing from every source on this slide?



	BACKGROUND
•  Second- and third-generation colonists had not lived through the intense piety of the first settlers.
•  Growing farms and expanding towns put real distance between families and the nearest meetinghouse.
•  Ministers' complaints about routine worship appear in sermons and diaries throughout the early 1700s.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What changes about faith once it is inherited instead of chosen?
•  How might distance from a meetinghouse change how often a family attends?
•  Is a complaint about cooling religion about belief, or about behavior?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 2 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 5
	Fire in the Connecticut Valley, 1734


On-slide summary: Fire in the Connecticut Valley, 1734; revival; A large gathering held to stir up religious feeling, often lasting several days.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The key date is 1734 - five years before Whitefield lands, which makes the first spark local and homegrown rather than imported by the famous traveler.
•  Both definitions go into the notes here. The difference to name aloud is that one term is a public event and the other is a claim about a private one.
	
	•  Press on the number rather than repeating it. Ask how a minister would arrive at roughly 300 before anyone writes it down as fact.
•  Who did the counting, and how would they have known?



	BACKGROUND
•  Northampton's 1734-1735 revival predates Whitefield's 1739-1740 tour by several years - a local spark first.
•  Edwards published an account of the Northampton revival that circulated in England and helped spread the pattern.
•  A conversion, in this context, is a claimed personal event, not a fact a historian can verify from outside.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What makes one town's revival worth writing about and publishing?
•  Why might a minister want to document a wave of conversions in his own congregation?
•  Can a historian confirm a conversion happened, or only that someone claimed one did?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 3 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 6
	The Preacher Who Would Not Stay Put


On-slide summary: The Preacher Who Would Not Stay Put; itinerant; A preacher who traveled from town to town instead of leading one settled church.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The key contrast is settled against traveling: a settled minister answers to one town's congregation, and a traveling preacher answers to no town at all.
•  Both Reference Guide definitions land here. Watch for students folding them together - one names a kind of person, the other names a kind of group.
	
	•  Trace the 1739-1740 route on a wall map if you have one. Seeing Georgia to New Hampshire does more work than the sentence does.
•  Who is accountable for what a preacher says if he leaves town the next morning?



	BACKGROUND
•  George Whitefield made seven trips to the colonies; his 1739-1740 tour is the one this lesson centers.
•  Whitefield preached wherever he could get an audience, including church pulpits, fields, and town squares.
•  He preached across group lines on purpose, addressing whichever crowd would gather regardless of church background.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does a preacher gain by never settling with one congregation?
•  Why might crossing group lines on purpose make some settled ministers uneasy?
•  What made Whitefield's 1739-1740 tour different from a normal minister's career?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 4 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 7
	Crowds No Building Could Hold


On-slide summary: Crowds No Building Could Hold; Fun Fact: Franklin estimated Whitefield's voice could reach over thirty thousand listeners in the open air.; Outdoor crowds
TALKING POINTS
	•  The key thing about this evidence is who produced it, so put the arithmetic on the board rather than just reporting the total.
•  He was measuring, not admiring - he paced off the distance and computed an area, and that is specifically why the figure still counts as evidence.
	
	•  For students who doubt the number: it estimates how far a voice carried, not how many people showed up, and the source says so itself.
•  What is the largest group one person could address before microphones existed?



	BACKGROUND
•  Benjamin Franklin was not a supporter of Whitefield's message, which makes his account useful as an outside witness.
•  Franklin's Autobiography describes walking backward from Whitefield until his words became indistinct, then estimating distance.
•  No meetinghouse in the colonies could hold these crowds, which is exactly why outdoor preaching became common.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does a skeptical witness's estimate carry more weight than a supporter's?
•  What does it take to be heard by thousands of people with no microphone?
•  What changes about a sermon once it moves from an indoor pulpit to an open field?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 5 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 8
	Enfield, July 8, 1741


On-slide summary: Enfield, July 8, 1741; On July 8, 1741, Edwards preached this sermon in Enfield, Massachusetts.; Witnesses reported loud crying and people gripping the pews.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Say the framing out loud before anyone reads the excerpt: the class studies how this sermon worked on an audience, not whether its claims are true.
•  The key detail students skip is the delivery. Accounts describe an even reading voice, which means the reaction came from the words, not the volume.
	
	•  Worth one sentence: Enfield sat in Massachusetts in 1741 and joined Connecticut in 1749, which is why modern retellings and the 1741 imprint disagree.
•  What would you need to see in a source before believing a crowd reacted the way these accounts describe?



	BACKGROUND
•  Enfield was not Edwards's home congregation - he was a visiting preacher there on July 8, 1741.
•  Contemporary accounts describe interruptions during the sermon, including loud cries from the room.
•  The sermon was printed in Boston later in 1741, which is how it reached readers who never heard it delivered.
•  Enfield lay inside Massachusetts in 1741 and was annexed by Connecticut in 1749, which is why modern accounts place the sermon in Connecticut while the 1741 imprint does not.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a sermon delivered by a visiting preacher provoke a stronger reaction than a familiar one?
•  What is the difference between studying a document's effect on 1741 listeners and judging its content today?
•  Why does it matter that the sermon survives in print, not just in secondhand description?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 6 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 9
	The Sermon in Print


On-slide summary: The Sermon in Print; The 1741 Boston printing: 'At a Time of great Awakenings'; SINNERS title line
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the class thirty silent seconds with this 1741 Boston printing before you say anything, then ask what they can read off the page unaided.
•  Point at the bottom line last. Boston, 1741, two named printers - specifically the detail that lets a historian place and date a document.
	
	•  Connection to the Activity: this is the same edition named in the source note students will read in Part 4.
•  Which line here would you cite first if you had to prove when and where this was printed?



	BACKGROUND
•  This is the title page of the S. Kneeland and T. Green Boston printing, the same edition cited in the Activity's source note.
•  The subtitle phrase 'At a Time of great Awakenings' is contemporary language, not a later historian's label for the era.
•  Printers reissued popular sermons quickly - this printing reached readers within months of the Enfield delivery.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the subtitle phrase tell you about how people in 1741 already talked about this wave of preaching?
•  Why would a printer rush a popular sermon into print the same year it was delivered?
•  What can a title page tell a historian that the sermon's text alone cannot?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks are bound to this slide; it illustrates the printed sermon described in the previous Guided Notes section.






		SLIDE 10
	How the Preaching Worked


On-slide summary: How the Preaching Worked; Concrete Comparison; Compared sinners to a spider over flame.
TALKING POINTS
	•  One card per pass and then stop. Three is enough for a first look, and every one of them comes back in the Activity.
•  Name the move, then go find it. The key habit is naming a technique and immediately pointing at the line that uses it.
	
	•  Connection to English class: this is the same analysis students already do with any persuasive text, pointed at a 1741 document.
•  Which of these would still work on an audience today, and which one would not?



	BACKGROUND
•  Each technique here maps to Part 4, question 4 of the Activity, where students find a sentence that uses two of the three.
•  Rhetorical analysis does not require agreeing with a text's claims - only naming how it works on an audience.
•  Edwards trained as a philosopher before entering the ministry, and his sermons show careful structural planning.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three techniques do you think is hardest to use well?
•  Can a technique work on an audience even if the underlying claim is false?
•  Why might repetition matter more in a spoken sermon than in a printed essay?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 7 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 11
	A Divided Pulpit


On-slide summary: A Divided Pulpit; New Light; A colonist who supported the awakening and the emotional preaching it brought.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Write both labels up as a pair and keep them there through slide 13 - students sort statements into exactly these two columns in the Activity.
•  The key correction to make early: this is an argument among believers about method, and specifically not an argument between belief and unbelief.
	
	•  Give the Old Light critics their best case out loud: their objection was that untrained preachers stirred up a town and then left it.
•  If you had spent years training for a pulpit, what would bother you about an untrained visitor drawing bigger crowds?



	BACKGROUND
•  Both labels were used by colonists themselves in the 1740s, not coined later by historians.
•  Old Light ministers were not against religion - they objected to emotional preaching as disorderly and untrained.
•  Some churches split their own congregation over this question, with members leaving to form rival meetings.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What did Old Light ministers actually object to - religion itself, or a style of preaching?
•  Why might a congregation split rather than compromise on this question?
•  What would a fair description of both sides need to include?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 8 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 12
	Voices Without a Pulpit


On-slide summary: Voices Without a Pulpit; exhorter; An unordained speaker who urged listeners to repent, often outside any pulpit.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Slow down here. This is where the lesson stops being about two famous men and starts being about who else got to speak at all.
•  The key issue is access rather than doctrine: neither role required ordination, which is specifically why both opened to people the pulpit excluded.
	
	•  Treat the colonies' restrictions on unlicensed preaching as evidence in themselves - nobody legislates against traveling exhorters who are not drawing anyone.
•  What does a law against unlicensed preaching tell you about how common it had become?



	BACKGROUND
•  Exhorters included laypeople, and in some documented cases women and Black colonists, speaking without ordination.
•  Several colonies passed laws in the early 1740s restricting unlicensed itinerant preaching in direct response.
•  Leaving the official church was not automatically an outsider status - many such congregations grew large and lasting.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Who might gain a public hearing through exhorting that formal ordination would have denied them?
•  Why would a colonial government pass a law restricting unlicensed preaching?
•  What is the difference between leaving a church and simply skipping services?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 9 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 13
	Growing Churches, Founding Colleges


On-slide summary: Growing Churches, Founding Colleges; New churches; Supporters who could not accept an old minister's stance started churches of their own.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The through-line is institutions: an argument about preaching style ends up producing buildings, colleges, and rival organizations.
•  The key evidence that this outlasted a mood is that the institutions kept running long after the crowds stopped gathering.
	
	•  Connection to later units: Princeton, Dartmouth, and Brown all begin here, and students meet all three again in the Revolution unit.
•  Which of these four outcomes would still be visible in a town a hundred years later?



	BACKGROUND
•  Baptist churches required a personal profession of faith to join, which fit the new preaching's emphasis on choice.
•  The Presbyterian split into rival synods lasted from the early 1740s until reunion in 1758.
•  Colleges founded in this period trained a new generation of preachers who did not depend on established-church backing.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would requiring a personal profession of faith change who joins a church?
•  What does it take to reunite two rival groups after nearly two decades apart?
•  Why might supporters need entirely new colleges instead of using existing ones?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 10 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 14
	Before and After


On-slide summary: Before and After; Membership; Inherited by family and standing
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read down the Category column first, then across one row at a time. Students who read straight across lose track of which era they are in.
•  The key word for the whole table is choice - every row is a version of the same shift from inherited position to personal decision.
	
	•  For students who push back that nothing really changed: they are partly right, and the callout says so. Plenty of towns kept the old pattern.
•  Which row would an ordinary farm family actually have noticed in daily life?



	BACKGROUND
•  This table compresses several decades of change into four categories - each row could be its own lesson.
•  Not every colonist experienced this change - many towns kept their tax-supported church largely unchanged.
•  The rightmost pattern strengthens especially where multiple churches competed openly for the same population.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which single row do you think represents the biggest change for an ordinary colonist?
•  Why might change look different in a town with only one church than in a town with several?
•  What would this table look like for a colonist who never left the established church?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 11 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 15
	One Story in Thirteen Places


On-slide summary: One Story in Thirteen Places; Fact: Colonial newspapers before this rarely covered news from more than one or two other colonies.; What carried it
TALKING POINTS
	•  The mechanism is what matters, specifically: cheap print plus newspapers plus one traveling figure is what turns a local event into a colonial one.
•  Ask the class to name a modern equivalent before you explain this one. The structure transfers even though none of the technology does.
	
	•  Connection to Unit 3: the same routes that carried sermon news will carry political pamphlets about twenty years later.
•  Does arguing about the same thing make two colonies more connected, or only more aware of each other?



	BACKGROUND
•  Printed sermons were cheap to produce and easy to carry between colonies compared to almost any other document type.
•  Newspapers followed Whitefield's tour the way modern papers might follow a traveling public figure.
•  This is one of the first shared experiences that crossed colony lines this widely before the 1760s.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a printed sermon travel between colonies more easily than most other documents?
•  What does it take for colonists in different colonies to feel like they share one event?
•  What made this particular controversy able to cross colony lines when so much else stayed local?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 12 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 16
	What Historians Argue About


On-slide summary: What Historians Argue About; Some historians say the awakening taught habits of questioning authority.; Others counter that religious dissent and political revolt differ.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Resist resolving this one. The lesson is stronger if students leave holding two defensible positions instead of one tidy answer.
•  The key distinction is between agreeing on what happened and agreeing on what it caused - the scholars here do the first and not the second.
	
	•  Challenge for students who want more: what evidence would actually settle this, and does any of it survive?
•  Can something matter historically without causing what came after it?



	BACKGROUND
•  This debate is decades old among historians and remains genuinely unsettled, not a simple right-answer question.
•  Scholars on both sides agree the awakening happened; they disagree specifically about its later political weight.
•  Presenting an open debate teaches a different skill than presenting settled facts - weighing competing arguments.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What kind of evidence would strengthen the argument that the awakening shaped later political habits?
•  Why might two historians agree on the facts and still disagree on their significance?
•  Is it possible for a historical event to matter without directly causing a later one?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 13 blanks from this slide.






		SLIDE 17
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Revivals and traveling preachers reshaped religion, 1730s-1750s.; Edwards's 1741 Enfield sermon shows preaching's persuasive techniques.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Have students shut the notes and say all five takeaways before you show them; recalling the revivals and the two camps from memory predicts the quiz better than rereading does.
•  The key one to land is the last, because a religious argument is what produced the first genuinely shared colonial experience.
	
	•  Connection forward: hold takeaway five when Unit 3 opens, since colonies acting together is exactly where that unit begins.
•  If you could keep only one of these five, which one earns its place?



	BACKGROUND
•  Every takeaway here is graded: the quiz and exit ticket cover all five, and the Activity's final Part grades the reasoning.
•  The through-line is that this was the first widely shared experience many colonies had ever had together.
•  Historians still argue about how much this experience mattered for what came decades later.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five takeaways surprised you most?
•  Which one best explains why historians still study this wave of preaching today?
•  What would you tell someone who thought this was only a religious story with no wider effect?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Revivals and traveling preachers reshaped religion, 1730s-1750s.
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