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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain what the Great Awakening was and when it swept the colonies.
2. Describe how traveling preachers reached crowds no building could hold.
3. Analyze a 1741 sermon for the techniques that moved its listeners.
4. Explain why the new preaching split colonists into two rival camps.
5. Evaluate how one shared event helped link the colonies together.

SECTION 1
One Colony, One Official Faith
established church - The church a colony's government supported with tax money and law.
congregation - The group of people who regularly worship at one particular church.
 
SECTION 2
Worried Ministers, Emptier Pews
By the 1720s many ministers worried devotion was fading fast.
Younger colonists had not lived through the founders' fervor.
 
SECTION 3
Fire in the Connecticut Valley, 1734
revival - A large gathering held to stir up religious feeling, often lasting several days.
conversion - A personal change of heart in which a person claims a new religious commitment.
 
SECTION 4
The Preacher Who Would Not Stay Put
itinerant - A preacher who traveled from town to town instead of leading one settled church.
denomination - A distinct religious group with its own name, organization, and beliefs.
 
SECTION 5
Crowds No Building Could Hold
Franklin estimated Whitefield's voice could reach over thirty thousand listeners in the open air.
Fields held thousands no meetinghouse could fit.
 
SECTION 6
Enfield, July 8, 1741
On July 8, 1741, Edwards preached this sermon in Enfield, Massachusetts.
The sermon was printed in Boston later that same year.
 
SECTION 7
How the Preaching Worked
Compared sinners to a spider over flame.
Turned an abstract warning into a picture.
 
SECTION 8
A Divided Pulpit
New Light - A colonist who supported the awakening and the emotional preaching it brought.
Old Light - A colonist who rejected the awakening as disorderly and its preachers as unlearned.
 
SECTION 9
Voices Without a Pulpit
exhorter - An unordained speaker who urged listeners to repent, often outside any pulpit.
dissenter - A colonist who left the official colonial church to worship in another way.
 
SECTION 10
Growing Churches, Founding Colleges
Baptist growth: Churches that required a personal profession of faith grew quickly in the decades after 1741.
A single argument over preaching style reorganized colonial religious life for a generation.
 
SECTION 11
Before and After
Membership: Inherited by family and standing - A personal choice to join
Preaching style: Calm, reasoned, from a settled pulpit - Urgent and emotional, often outdoors
 
SECTION 12
One Story in Thirteen Places
Newspapers tracked Whitefield's tour by colony.
Whitefield preached in nearly every colony.
 
SECTION 13
What Historians Argue About
Revivals peaked in the 1740s - the Revolution began roughly thirty years later.
Some historians say the awakening taught habits of questioning authority.
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