	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE FALL OF THE AZTECS


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Fall of the Aztecs


On-slide summary: The Fall of the Aztecs; Cortes, Tenochtitlan, and who really brought the Aztec capital down
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask students: if a soldier said a city looked like something out of a legend, what would you expect to see? Preview Tenochtitlan on its lake.
•  State the through-line early: the same city Diaz called a wonder in 1519 fell in 1521, so students should carry both the wonder and the fall as one story.
	
	•  Why does it matter who gets credit for the fall of an empire, and whose story usually gets left out?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Fall of the Aztecs classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Fall of the Aztecs in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students preview that the lesson pairs the wonder of Tenochtitlan with the honest story of who brought it down.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain who Cortes and the conquistadors were and how they reached the city.; Describe what the soldier Bernal Diaz saw on the causeway approach to the city.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Which target names the people, which names the eyewitness source, and which corrects the misconception?
•  The third target says the Spanish did not conquer alone because tens of thousands of Tlaxcalan allies and a smallpox epidemic were decisive - that is a historical finding, not an opinion.
	
	•  Preview that describing the fall of Tenochtitlan honestly means naming the allies and the disease, not just Cortes.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Learning Targets classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Learning Targets in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	The three targets appear at the front of the Guided Notes.



	SLIDE 3
	Tenochtitlan: the Aztec island capital


On-slide summary: Tenochtitlan: the Aztec island capital; Tenochtitlan was the capital of the Aztec (Mexica) empire in central Mexico.; It was an island city built on a lake, connected to shore by raised roads.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Fix the geography first: Tenochtitlan was an island city on a lake, reached by raised roads, because that is what makes the causeway approach so striking.
•  Clarify that Aztec and Mexica name the same people, so students are not confused when both appear.
	
	•  Why would building a capital on an island in a lake be both powerful and risky for the Aztecs?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Tenochtitlan: the Aztec island capital classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Tenochtitlan: the Aztec island capital in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Tenochtitlan; island; Aztec (Mexica); Montezuma - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 4
	A later painting of the Cortes-Montezuma meeting


On-slide summary: A later painting of the Cortes-Montezuma meeting; The Meeting of Cortes and Montezuma, unknown artist, 17th century.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out the date: a 17th-century painting made more than a hundred years after the meeting, not a photograph of the event.
•  What did the painter choose to show about the meeting of Cortes and Montezuma, and what might a later European artist leave out?
	
	•  Note that we use this image only to picture the scene, because the evidence in this lesson comes from the soldier's written account, not the painting.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A later painting of the Cortes-Montezuma meeting classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A later painting of the Cortes-Montezuma meeting in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blank is bound to this image-only reference slide.



	SLIDE 5
	Cortes reaches the causeway (November 1519)


On-slide summary: Cortes reaches the causeway (November 1519); Who was Cortes; Hernan Cortes was the Spanish conquistador who led the expedition against the Aztec empire.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define conquistador plainly - a Spanish soldier-explorer conquering for Spain - so students read Cortes as one of many, not a lone hero.
•  Anchor the date from the record: the Spanish first entered Tenochtitlan on November 8, 1519.
	
	•  Why would a raised causeway across a lake be an unforgettable way to approach a capital city?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Cortes reaches the causeway (November 1519) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Cortes reaches the causeway (November 1519) in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Hernan Cortes; conquistador; causeway; Iztapalapa - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 6
	A soldier's wonder on the causeway


On-slide summary: A soldier's wonder on the causeway; Key Point: Diaz compared his first sight of Tenochtitlan to the enchantments in the legend of Amadis.; What Diaz saw
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce Diaz as a foot soldier, not a general, so students hear the view from the ranks.
•  Explain the Amadis comparison: Amadis was a popular tale of knights and magic, so the soldiers were saying the city looked unreal.
	
	•  What does it tell us that hardened soldiers wondered whether the city was not a dream?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A soldier's wonder on the causeway classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A soldier's wonder on the causeway in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Bernal Diaz; Amadis; dream - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 7
	The Spanish did NOT conquer alone


On-slide summary: The Spanish did NOT conquer alone; Key Point: The two decisive factors were the tens of thousands of Tlaxcalan allies and the smallpox epidemic - never say the Spanish conquered alone.; A common but wrong idea
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the correction plainly: the Spanish did NOT conquer alone - this is the point of the lesson.
•  Name both decisive factors in order because students must hold both: first the tens of thousands of Tlaxcalan allies, second the smallpox epidemic that swept the city.
	
	•  Why does calling it a 'much larger Indigenous war' change how we tell the story of the conquest?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Spanish did NOT conquer alone classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The Spanish did NOT conquer alone in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Tlaxcalan; smallpox; alone - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 8
	The siege and fall of Tenochtitlan (1521)


On-slide summary: The siege and fall of Tenochtitlan (1521); After Cortes entered in 1519, relations broke down and fighting spread.; The Spanish and their Tlaxcalan allies surrounded and cut off the city.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define siege in context: Tenochtitlan fell because the attackers surrounded and cut off the city to force surrender.
•  Anchor the date from the record: the defenders surrendered on August 13, 1521.
	
	•  How did the smallpox epidemic make the siege even more deadly for the city's defenders?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The siege and fall of Tenochtitlan (1521) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain The siege and fall of Tenochtitlan (1521) in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: siege; surrendered; 1521 - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 9
	People and place vocabulary


On-slide summary: People and place vocabulary; Tenochtitlan; The island capital of the Aztec Empire, built on a lake; today it is Mexico City.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pair Tenochtitlan and causeway with the approach story, because students remember terms better when they are tied to the narrative.
•  Clarify that Aztec and Mexica name the same people and that Montezuma was their ruler in 1519.
	
	•  Which of these five terms are students most likely to confuse, and how do the definitions keep Tenochtitlan, the causeway, and Cortes apart?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make People and place vocabulary classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain People and place vocabulary in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five term blanks use these exact visible definitions.



	SLIDE 10
	Conquest and legend vocabulary


On-slide summary: Conquest and legend vocabulary; conquistador; A Spanish soldier-explorer who conquered lands in the Americas for Spain.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the Tlaxcalans definition - allies by the tens of thousands - because it corrects the 'Spanish alone' idea.
•  How does the Tlaxcalans definition change who students think actually won the war against the Aztecs?
	
	•  Connect Amadis back to the soldiers' wonder and Iztapalapa to the causeway approach, then define siege as how Tenochtitlan fell in 1521.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Conquest and legend vocabulary classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Conquest and legend vocabulary in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five term blanks use these exact visible definitions.



	SLIDE 11
	Reading Diaz as a source


On-slide summary: Reading Diaz as a source; Key Point: Diaz's account is one soldier's vivid memory, written decades later - useful evidence, but not the whole story.; One soldier's memory
TALKING POINTS
	•  Distinguish a vivid memory written decades later from an on-the-spot report, because that changes how we weigh the details.
•  List what the account leaves out: the Aztec (Mexica) point of view, the Tlaxcalan allies, and the smallpox epidemic.
	
	•  Why can a source be honest and moving and still not be the whole story of an event?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Reading Diaz as a source classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Reading Diaz as a source in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: memory; eyewitness; decisive - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 12
	Building a precise account


On-slide summary: Building a precise account; Setting: name Tenochtitlan as the Aztec island capital on a lake.; Evidence: use one detail from Diaz's causeway account.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Model a precise sentence that names Tenochtitlan, one Diaz detail, and the two decisive factors, because that is what a complete account needs.
•  What is missing from an account that names Cortes but never the Tlaxcalan allies or smallpox?
	
	•  Require at least one specific detail from Diaz, since 'the soldiers were amazed' is too vague on its own.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Building a precise account classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Building a precise account in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: siege; Tlaxcalan; smallpox - all visible on this slide.



	SLIDE 13
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Tenochtitlan was the Aztec island capital; Cortes reached it in 1519.; Bernal Diaz compared his first sight of the city to the legend of Amadis.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Which takeaway most changes the familiar story - that the Spanish did not conquer alone, because Tlaxcalan allies and smallpox were decisive?
•  Review the arc with one detail each: the causeway wonder in 1519 and the siege surrender on August 13, 1521.
	
	•  Why is it more accurate, not just kinder, to tell the fall of Tenochtitlan as a much larger Indigenous war?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	The closing takeaways complete the Guided Notes summary.
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