	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
EUROPEAN WITCH HUNTS


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The European Witch Hunts


On-slide summary: The European Witch Hunts; How Reformation-era fear turned neighbors into accusers.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Frame the central question: how did Reformation-era fear turn neighbors into accusers?
•  Set the honesty anchor up front: the witch hunts were driven by fear, not any real witchcraft.
	
	•  Preview the arc: the age of fear, who was accused, the flawed process, the scale, and the end.
•  Reassure the class we study these witch hunts as history, because understanding fear helps prevent injustice.



	BACKGROUND
•  Opens the lesson on how Reformation-era fear and religious upheaval fueled the European witch hunts of roughly 1450-1750.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The European Witch Hunts classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a frightened, uncertain community look for someone to blame?
•  Why is it important to study a hard event like this calmly and as history?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain how Reformation-era fear and upheaval led to the witch hunts.; Describe how manuals, gender, and scapegoating shaped who was accused.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Highlight target 1: how Reformation-era fear and upheaval created the conditions for the hunts.
•  Introduce target 2: how manuals, gender, and scapegoating shaped who was accused.
	
	•  Preview target 3: how a flawed legal process turned fear into legal persecution.
•  Note target 4 reads a 1566 trial pamphlet and explains how fear became persecution.



	BACKGROUND
•  Four targets: the causes (fear and upheaval), who was accused and why, the flawed legal process, and analyzing a 1566 trial pamphlet.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds hardest - the causes, the legal process, or reading the trial pamphlet?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain What You Will Learn in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	What Were the European Witch Hunts?


On-slide summary: What Were the European Witch Hunts?; A WITCH HUNT is a campaign to find, accuse, and punish supposed witches.; It is driven by FEAR rather than by any real evidence of a crime.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define a witch hunt as a fear-driven campaign to find, accuse, and punish supposed witches.
•  Give the scope: roughly 1450-1750 in Europe, with tens of thousands accused and executed.
	
	•  State the honesty anchor: there were no real witches - only fear and false accusation.
•  Ask students: what is the difference between an accusation driven by evidence and one driven by fear?



	BACKGROUND
•  A witch hunt is a fear-driven campaign to find, accuse, and punish supposed witches; in Europe (roughly 1450-1750) tens of thousands were tried and executed, though there were no real witches.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What Were the European Witch Hunts? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the difference between an accusation driven by evidence and one driven by fear?
•  Why does it matter that there were no real witches casting spells?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: WITCH HUNT (a fear-driven campaign to find, accuse, and punish supposed witches).



	SLIDE 4
	An Age of Fear and Upheaval


On-slide summary: An Age of Fear and Upheaval; Religious upheaval; The Reformation split Christianity, and years of religious conflict left people anxious and uncertain.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the Reformation split Christianity and left people anxious and uncertain.
•  Add the hardships: plague, crop failures, and harsh winters brought unexplained suffering.
	
	•  Make the key point: when misfortune struck, frightened communities looked for someone to blame.
•  Stress this is context, not excuse: fear created conditions in which false accusations spread.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Reformation's religious upheaval, plus plague, crop failure, and war, created an age of fear in which communities looked for someone to blame for misfortune.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Age of Fear and Upheaval classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can fear and hardship make people more likely to blame others?
•  Why might unexplained misfortune lead a community to look for a hidden enemy?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: UPHEAVAL (an age of religious upheaval and anxiety) and BLAME (frightened communities looked for someone to blame).



	SLIDE 5
	How Reformation Fear Fueled the Panic


On-slide summary: How Reformation Fear Fueled the Panic; The REFORMATION split Christianity into Catholic and Protestant churches.; Catholics and Protestants each feared the Devil was working against them.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define the Reformation as the 1500s split of Christianity into Catholic and Protestant churches.
•  Explain both Catholics and Protestants believed the Devil was real and working against them.
	
	•  Make the fairness point: both Catholic and Protestant regions hunted witches - not one side's crime.
•  Ask students: why would a fear of the Devil make people suspect their own neighbors?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Reformation split Christianity into Catholic and Protestant churches; both sides feared the Devil and both hunted witches, and the panic was worst where religious fear ran highest.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Reformation Fear Fueled the Panic classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a fear of the Devil make people suspect their own neighbors?
•  Why is it important that BOTH Catholics and Protestants took part in witch hunting?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: REFORMATION (the 1500s split of Christianity into Catholic and Protestant churches) and DEVIL (both sides feared the Devil was working against them).



	SLIDE 6
	Witch-Hunting Manuals and the Idea of Witchcraft


On-slide summary: Witch-Hunting Manuals and the Idea of Witchcraft; Malleus Maleficarum; A 1487 witch-hunting MANUAL ('Hammer of Witches') that spread ideas about how to identify and prosecute witches.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce the Malleus Maleficarum as a 1487 manual for identifying and prosecuting witches.
•  Explain the printing press spread these instructions to officials across Europe.
	
	•  Define the witches' sabbath (an imagined gathering with the Devil) and the familiar (a pet as supposed demonic evidence).
•  Make the point: manuals gave fear a shape and gave courts a checklist, turning rumor into 'proof.'



	BACKGROUND
•  The 1487 Malleus Maleficarum manual spread ideas about identifying witches, including the imagined witches' sabbath and the 'familiar' - a pet twisted into supposed demonic evidence.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Witch-Hunting Manuals and the Idea of Witchcraft classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How could a printed manual make a witch panic spread faster and further?
•  How could an ordinary pet be turned into 'evidence' of witchcraft?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MALLEUS MALEFICARUM (the 1487 witch-hunting manual), SABBATH (an imagined secret gathering with the Devil), and FAMILIAR (a small animal claimed to be a demon serving a witch).



	SLIDE 7
	A Witch-Hunting Pamphlet (1647)


On-slide summary: A Witch-Hunting Pamphlet (1647); A 1647 pamphlet frontispiece: accused women and their supposed 'familiars'.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Show how this 1647 pamphlet pictures the familiars accusers claimed served a witch.
•  Point out the witch-finder and the two accused women in the pamphlet frontispiece.
	
	•  Explain the labeled animals are the supposed familiars because accusers treated them as demons, not real evidence.
•  Ask students: how could a printed pamphlet make people believe these familiars were real?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Witch-Hunting Pamphlet (1647) classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Witch-Hunting Pamphlet (1647) in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Witch-Hunting Pamphlet (1647)



	SLIDE 8
	Who Was Accused?


On-slide summary: Who Was Accused?; Mostly women; The large majority of the accused were WOMEN, often older, poor, or widowed.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the large majority of the accused were women, often older, poor, or widowed.
•  Define a scapegoat: a person or group unfairly blamed for a community's misfortunes.
	
	•  Point out the vulnerable had few defenders - midwives, healers, quarrelsome neighbors.
•  Ask students: how did ideas about gender make women far more likely to be accused?



	BACKGROUND
•  Most of the accused were women - often older, poor, or widowed - vulnerable people who made easy scapegoats, unfairly blamed for a community's misfortunes.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who Was Accused? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why were the poor, the old, and the widowed the easiest to accuse?
•  How did ideas about gender make women far more likely to be accused?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: WOMEN (the majority of the accused were women) and SCAPEGOAT (a person unfairly blamed for a community's misfortunes).



	SLIDE 9
	How Accusations Began


On-slide summary: How Accusations Began; An accusation often began with ordinary MISFORTUNE.; A frightened neighbor blamed a person they already disliked or feared.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain accusations usually began with ordinary misfortune, not any real crime.
•  Describe how a frightened neighbor blamed someone they already disliked or feared.
	
	•  Show how rumor spread because old quarrels were reinterpreted as proof of witchcraft.
•  Ask students: how could pressuring one accused person to name others turn a rumor into a wave?



	BACKGROUND
•  Accusations usually began with ordinary misfortune and rumor: a frightened neighbor blamed someone they disliked, and pressure to name others turned one rumor into a wave.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Accusations Began classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would people blame a neighbor rather than accept bad luck or disease?
•  How could forcing one accused person to name others create a wave of accusations?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: MISFORTUNE (accusations began with ordinary misfortune) and RUMOR (rumor spread and old quarrels became 'proof').



	SLIDE 10
	The Legal Process of a Witch Trial


On-slide summary: The Legal Process of a Witch Trial; Inquisitorial trial; An INQUISITORIAL trial was a process in which officials both investigated and judged the accused.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define an inquisitorial trial: the same officials both investigate and judge the accused.
•  Walk through the process: arrest, close examination, and gathering of supposed 'evidence.'
	
	•  List the 'evidence': a claimed familiar, frightened neighbors' testimony, or 'Devil's marks.'
•  Make the point: with no lawyer and biased judges, rumor entered the court and came out a verdict.



	BACKGROUND
•  Many witch trials were inquisitorial - the same officials investigated and judged; the accused was examined, faced 'evidence' like a familiar, usually had no lawyer, and faced judges convinced of guilt.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Legal Process of a Witch Trial classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it a problem for the same officials to both investigate and judge a case?
•  How does a system with no defense lawyer make a fair verdict almost impossible?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: INQUISITORIAL (a trial where officials both investigate and judge) and FAMILIAR (an animal used as supposed evidence against the accused).



	SLIDE 11
	An Examination Before the Court


On-slide summary: An Examination Before the Court; Matteson's 'Examination of a Witch' (1853): an accused woman before a court.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put a scene to the legal process: an accused woman examined before the court.
•  Point out she stands alone before the court, without a defender or lawyer.
	
	•  Explain this 1853 Matteson painting imagines the examination because no photographs of the trials exist.
•  Ask students: what does the painting show about how the court treated the accused woman?



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make An Examination Before the Court classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain An Examination Before the Court in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: An Examination Before the Court



	SLIDE 12
	Confession and the Problem of Torture


On-slide summary: Confession and the Problem of Torture; A CONFESSION was treated as the strongest proof of guilt in a witch trial.; In many regions, confessions were extracted under TORTURE or its threat.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain a confession was treated as the strongest proof of guilt in a witch trial.
•  State the flaw: confessions were commonly extracted under torture or its threat.
	
	•  Make the honesty anchor explicit: coerced confessions are unreliable because they reveal fear, not guilt.
•  Ask students: why is a confession made under torture unreliable as evidence?



	BACKGROUND
•  A confession was treated as the strongest proof, but confessions were commonly extracted under torture or its threat, making them unreliable - evidence of fear, not guilt - and often forcing the accused to name others.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Confession and the Problem of Torture classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is a confession extracted under torture unreliable as evidence?
•  How did forcing the accused to name others spread the panic?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CONFESSION (treated as the strongest proof of guilt), TORTURE (used to extract confessions), and UNRELIABLE (such confessions prove fear, not witchcraft).



	SLIDE 13
	The Scale of the Hunts


On-slide summary: The Scale of the Hunts; Tens of thousands; Historians estimate roughly 40,000 to 60,000 people were EXECUTED as witches in Europe.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the sober estimate: roughly 40,000 to 60,000 people were executed as witches.
•  Explain the hunts peaked between about 1560 and 1630 and were concentrated in certain regions.
	
	•  Be honest about the uncertain totals because early-modern records are incomplete and estimates differ.
•  Ask students: why do historians give a range rather than one exact total for the executed?



	BACKGROUND
•  Historians estimate roughly 40,000-60,000 people were executed as witches, mostly between about 1560 and 1630 and concentrated in certain regions; exact totals are uncertain because records are incomplete.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Scale of the Hunts classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why do historians give a range of numbers instead of one exact figure?
•  Why does it matter that the hunts were concentrated in certain times and places?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: EXECUTED (roughly 40,000-60,000 people were executed as witches) and UNCERTAIN (exact totals are uncertain because records are incomplete).



	SLIDE 14
	Why the Witch Hunts Ended


On-slide summary: Why the Witch Hunts Ended; By the late 1600s, growing SKEPTICISM led people to doubt witch accusations.; Judges demanded higher standards of EVIDENCE for a conviction.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that by the late 1600s growing skepticism led people to doubt witch accusations.
•  Show how judges demanded higher standards of evidence for a conviction.
	
	•  Note that governments restricted torture, which removed the engine of false confessions.
•  Ask students: how did rising skepticism and legal reform bring the witch hunts to an end?



	BACKGROUND
•  By the late 1600s, rising skepticism, higher standards of evidence, restrictions on torture, and new scientific and legal thinking ended the witch hunts, and witchcraft laws were eventually repealed.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Why the Witch Hunts Ended classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would demanding better evidence make witch trials collapse?
•  How did banning torture help end the wave of false confessions?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: SKEPTICISM (growing doubt about witch accusations) and EVIDENCE (judges demanded higher standards of evidence).



	SLIDE 15
	How Do We Know? A Trial Pamphlet


On-slide summary: How Do We Know? A Trial Pamphlet; Our primary source is a printed PAMPHLET about a 1566 English witch trial.; It records the questions, the TESTIMONY, and the confession from the courtroom.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Introduce the source: a printed pamphlet about a 1566 English witch trial at Chelmsford.
•  Explain it records the courtroom questions, testimony, and confession.
	
	•  Highlight the public-domain 1864 reprint, lightly modernized for readability.
•  Teach the limit: read it for how the process worked, not as proof that witchcraft was real.



	BACKGROUND
•  The primary source is a printed pamphlet recording a 1566 English witch trial at Chelmsford - the courtroom questions, testimony, and confession - read in a public-domain 1864 reprint; a firsthand record of the process, read critically.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Do We Know? A Trial Pamphlet classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a trial pamphlet show us about how the legal process worked?
•  Why must we read it for the process, not as proof that witchcraft was real?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: PAMPHLET (a printed record of the 1566 Chelmsford trial) and TESTIMONY (it records the courtroom testimony and confession).



	SLIDE 16
	Understanding the Witch Hunts as History


On-slide summary: Understanding the Witch Hunts as History; Key Concept: We study the witch hunts analytically - explaining how FEAR and flawed process led to persecution - and we respect the VICTIMS.; We study it as HISTORY
TALKING POINTS
	•  State the stance: we study the witch hunts as history, to explain how fear led to persecution.
•  Repeat the honesty anchor: there were no real witches - the accused were innocent.
	
	•  Stress respect for the victims: real people wronged by their communities, not spectacle.
•  Ask students: how does understanding the causes of a panic help prevent similar injustice?



	BACKGROUND
•  We study the witch hunts as history - explaining how fear and flawed legal process led to persecution - remember there were no real witches, respect the victims as real people, and study causes to guard against panic and scapegoating.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Understanding the Witch Hunts as History classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it important to remember the accused were innocent victims, not spectacle?
•  How does understanding the causes of a panic help prevent similar injustice?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: FEAR (fear and flawed process led to persecution) and VICTIMS (we respect the accused as real victims).



	SLIDE 17
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The WITCH HUNTS grew out of Reformation-era FEAR and religious upheaval.; Manuals like the MALLEUS MALEFICARUM spread the idea of witchcraft.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the arc: Reformation-era fear, the manuals, the scapegoated accused, and the flawed process.
•  Stress the causal chain from fear and scapegoating to legal persecution.
	
	•  Review the honest outcome: tens of thousands executed, though there were no real witches.
•  Ask students: why do we study this event carefully and analytically, as history?



	BACKGROUND
•  Six takeaways: the hunts grew from Reformation-era fear, manuals spread the idea of witchcraft, women were scapegoated, a flawed process made 'proof' of rumor and confession, tens of thousands died, and skepticism and reform ended it.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway best explains how fear turned into legal persecution?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain Key Takeaways in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Synthesis slide - review section only.
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