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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how Spain used the encomienda system to control Indigenous labor and extract wealth.
2. Describe the Requerimiento and explain why it did not give Indigenous peoples a genuine choice.
3. Trace the shift from repartimiento to encomienda and the tribute Indigenous peoples were forced to pay.
4. Analyze how the New Laws of 1542 tried to curb the encomienda.
5. Evaluate the Requerimiento as a primary source that shows legal coercion, not fair choice.

SECTION 1
Spain's System of Control
A System of Forced Labor
An                was a royal grant of Indigenous labor and tribute to a colonist.
The system was first called the               , then renamed the encomienda.
               , Spanish soldier-explorers, enforced these grants.
 
SECTION 2
Key Terms - Labor and Rulers
Match each term to its meaning
An                is a royal grant giving a Spanish colonist the labor and tribute of a group of Indigenous people.
The                was the earlier name for the labor-distribution system later called the encomienda.
A                was a Spanish soldier-explorer who conquered lands in the Americas for Spain.
               is payment in goods, gold, or labor that conquered people were forced to give their rulers.
A                was an Indigenous chief or local leader in the Spanish colonial Americas.
 
SECTION 3
Key Terms - Law and Power
The legal framework
The                was the 1513 legal script conquistadors read to Indigenous peoples, demanding submission to the Pope and Spanish Crown.
A                is a person bound by law to obey and serve a lord or ruler.
The                were Spanish laws meant to limit the encomienda and reduce abuse of Indigenous people.
               is a ruler's or state's supreme authority to govern a land and its people.
               peoples are the original inhabitants of a land; here, the Native peoples of the Americas.
 
SECTION 4
How an Encomienda Worked
The grant, the duty, and the reality
An encomienda granted a colonist a set number of Indigenous people under a local               , their Indigenous leader.
On paper, the colonist was to instruct them in the                faith.
In reality, colonists demanded forced                and tribute.
 
SECTION 5
The Requerimiento - A Script, Not a Choice
Legal cover for conquest
The Requerimiento was written in                and read aloud to demand submission.
It demanded submission to the Spanish                and to the Pope.
It was read in Spanish or Latin to people who could not                it.
 
SECTION 6
The Human Cost and Indigenous Response
Threats and resistance
The document threatened to                them, their wives, and children.
It claimed the resulting deaths were the victims' own               , not the Spaniards'.
Some Indigenous people filed legal                against encomenderos in colonial courts.
 
SECTION 7
The New Laws of 1542
A legal reform
The New Laws of                curbed the encomienda.
Under the reform, a grant now ended on the holder's                instead of passing to heirs.
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