	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	The Cuban Missile Crisis


On-slide summary: The Cuban Missile Crisis; Thirteen days at the edge of nuclear war
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask the opening question before showing anything else, because most students assume the Cold War never came close to actual nuclear war and October 1962 is the counterexample.
•  The subtitle names the frame for the whole lesson: thirteen days, October 16 to October 28, 1962. Everything on the following slides fits inside that window.
	
	•  Set the tone now. This is a decision-making story about two governments under pressure, specifically not a disaster story, so keep the focus on choices rather than on what a nuclear exchange would have looked like.
•  Kennedy names the 1948 Berlin blockade in the speech students read in the Activity. That blockade was taught in TK_131 Origins of the Cold War, so expect to re-explain it briefly - the Activity's WORD HELP box also glosses it.



	BACKGROUND
•  The immediately preceding lesson is TK_133 The Korean War; the 1948 Berlin Blockade and Airlift that Kennedy names in his speech was taught back in TK_131 Origins of the Cold War.
•  The thirteen days are counted from October 16, 1962, when Kennedy was first shown the U-2 photographs, to October 28, when Radio Moscow announced the missiles would be withdrawn.
•  Most of what is known about the private debate comes from tapes Kennedy secretly recorded in the Cabinet Room, declassified in stages during the 1980s and 1990s.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How close do you think the world has ever come to a nuclear war?
•  What would you need to know before deciding whether a country was bluffing?
•  Who do you picture making a decision like this, and where do you picture them sitting?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide. Guided Notes open at Section 1, bound to How Cuba Became a Soviet Ally.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain why the Soviets put nuclear missiles in Cuba in 1962.; Describe how a U-2 flight uncovered the missile sites on October 14.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read target four aloud, because that is the one the Activity's Primary Source Spotlight actually grades, using Kennedy's real October 22 address rather than a summary of it.
•  The targets run in chronological order - Soviet motives, the U-2 discovery, ExComm's debate, Kennedy's speech, the settlement - and the slides follow the same order, so students can navigate the deck by target.
	
	•  Target one is the one students usually get backwards. Preview that the Soviets had reasons that felt defensive to them, specifically the American Jupiter missiles already sitting in Turkey.
•  Ask students to predict now: was the crisis settled because one side won, or because both sides found a way to stop?



	BACKGROUND
•  The five targets run in chronological order, which is also the order of the slides and of the Guided Notes sections.
•  Target three asks students to weigh the proposals on their merits before explaining why Kennedy chose the quarantine; the ExComm slide deliberately presents every option as live.
•  Target five reaches past 1962 into the hotline and the Limited Test Ban Treaty, which are this lesson's answer to the question of what actually changed.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five targets do you expect to have the most surprising answer?
•  Which of these targets do you think will be hardest to prove with evidence?
•  Does knowing how a story ended change how you judge the decisions inside it?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes reprint these targets on page one.



	SLIDE 3
	How Cuba Became a Soviet Ally


On-slide summary: How Cuba Became a Soviet Ally; 1959: Fidel Castro's revolution took power 90 miles from Florida; 1961: The Bay of Pigs invasion by U.S.-backed exiles failed badly
TALKING POINTS
	•  Start with the map fact, because 90 miles is the number that makes everything else on this slide matter - Havana to Key West is closer than most students' drive to a nearby city.
•  The Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961 used about 1,400 CIA-trained Cuban exiles and collapsed in three days, which is exactly why Castro afterward believed another American invasion was coming.
	
	•  Note that Castro did not begin as a Soviet client. He turned to Moscow for weapons after the invasion failed, so the alliance is a consequence of American policy as much as of Cuban ideology.
•  Ask why a failed invasion could make a country more dangerous to its attacker, not less. Push toward: it hands the target a reason and an excuse to arm.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Bay of Pigs landing in April 1961 used about 1,400 CIA-trained Cuban exiles; it collapsed in three days and became an early embarrassment for the Kennedy administration.
•  Castro publicly declared the Cuban revolution socialist in April 1961, the day before the Bay of Pigs landing began.
•  Havana sits about 90 miles from Key West, a shorter distance than many students drive to the nearest large city.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a failed invasion make a country MORE dangerous to its attacker?
•  Why would the Soviet Union want an ally in the Caribbean at all?
•  Does a country have the right to invite another country's weapons onto its soil?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 1 blanks: 1959, Bay of Pigs, Soviet, Khrushchev.



	SLIDE 4
	Why Put Missiles in Cuba?


On-slide summary: Why Put Missiles in Cuba?; Key Concept: distance is what made these missiles different.; What Khrushchev Wanted
TALKING POINTS
	•  Teach the two columns as mirror images, because the whole lesson depends on students seeing that each side called its own missiles defensive and the other side's offensive.
•  The Jupiter missiles in Turkey are the detail that makes Khrushchev's move legible. American nuclear missiles were already sitting on the Soviet border, so from Moscow this looked like evening the score.
	
	•  The United States held roughly a nine-to-one advantage in long-range missiles in 1962, and medium-range missiles in Cuba were a cheap, fast way to narrow that gap without building new intercontinental rockets.
•  Ask the hard question: is a missile defensive or offensive, and who decides? Students should notice both governments used the same word for opposite purposes.



	BACKGROUND
•  The United States had roughly a nine-to-one advantage in long-range nuclear missiles in 1962; putting medium-range missiles in Cuba was a cheap way for Khrushchev to narrow that gap fast.
•  The Jupiter missiles in Turkey were already considered obsolete by 1962; submarine-launched Polaris missiles had largely taken over their job.
•  The weapons sent to Cuba were medium- and intermediate-range missiles, which only threaten a distant country if they are based close to it.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is a missile defensive or offensive, and who gets to decide which one it is?
•  If a rival's weapons can reach you in five minutes, does it matter that yours can reach them in thirty?
•  Whose security counts when two countries both believe they are the one being threatened?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 2 blanks: invasion, Turkey, ballistic, ten.



	SLIDE 5
	October 14, 1962: The Photographs


On-slide summary: October 14, 1962: The Photographs; The Flight; A U-2 reconnaissance flight photographed western Cuba
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the three cards left to right as a sequence, because they are one story in three steps: the flight, what the film showed, and what the president did with it.
•  Analysts identified the sites by comparing the ground layout to known Soviet bases photographed inside the USSR, so the pattern of the site gave it away long before any missile was visible.
	
	•  October 16 is day one of the thirteen days, and the count students will see later runs to October 28. Anchor the window here.
•  Ask why a president would sit on evidence like this for six days. Push toward: announcing it immediately would have forced a decision before he had one.



	BACKGROUND
•  Photo analysts recognized the sites by comparing the layout on the ground to known Soviet missile bases photographed in the USSR - the pattern, not the missiles themselves, gave it away.
•  The October 14 mission was flown by Major Richard Heyser; analysts read out the film the next day and Kennedy was briefed on October 16.
•  U-2 flights over western Cuba had been paused for several weeks in early October because of weather and the risk of losing an aircraft.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a president keep evidence like this secret for six days?
•  What is the difference between suspecting something and proving it?
•  How should a government act on evidence only a handful of people are allowed to see?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 3 blanks: U-2, spy, sites, 16, secret.



	SLIDE 6
	The U-2 Photograph, October 1962


On-slide summary: The U-2 Photograph, October 1962; Note: analyst labels mark tents and missile trailers
TALKING POINTS
	•  Say plainly that this grainy overhead print is the entire physical evidence the crisis turned on, because students expect a photograph of a missile aimed at a city and this is not that.
•  Read the white labels out loud - TENTS, EQUIPMENT, CONVOY, 6 MISSILE TRAILERS - and note that photo interpreters added them; without those labels most people would see nothing but farmland.
	
	•  The stamp reads 15 OCT 1962 because that is the day analysts read out the film from the October 14 mission, and the site is Los Palacios in the San Cristobal area of western Cuba.
•  Ask directly: would you have been convinced by this photograph if you were in the room on October 16?



	BACKGROUND
•  A U.S. Air Force U-2 reconnaissance print from the October 14, 1962 mission, annotated by photo interpreters at the National Photographic Interpretation Center. Public domain as a U.S. federal government work.
•  NPIC, the marking in the corner of the print, stands for the National Photographic Interpretation Center - the unit that read reconnaissance film during the Cold War.
•  A U-2 flew at roughly 70,000 feet, above most 1962 air defenses but not above the SA-2 missiles already installed in Cuba.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Would you have been convinced by this photograph if you were in the room?
•  What skill does it take to see a missile site in a photograph of farmland?
•  How much should a country trust a photograph as proof of anything?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 7
	ExComm Weighs the Options


On-slide summary: ExComm Weighs the Options; The Group; Kennedy assembled ExComm, the Executive Committee of advisers, to manage the crisis.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the option rows below the group line as live proposals - the middle row holds two, since an air strike and an invasion were argued separately. The right answer was not obvious in that room for most of a week.
•  The do-nothing argument was not cowardice. Secretary McNamara made a version of it: American missiles already sat in Turkey, so Soviet missiles in Cuba changed the arithmetic less than the politics.
	
	•  Kennedy tape-recorded these meetings, and the recordings show the Joint Chiefs pressing hard for air strikes while the president kept asking what the Soviets would do the day after.
•  Ask students which option they would have argued for, then have them name the specific risk their choice creates.



	BACKGROUND
•  Kennedy secretly tape-recorded the ExComm meetings; the recordings show the Joint Chiefs pressing hard for air strikes and Kennedy repeatedly asking what the Soviets would do next.
•  ExComm was not a formal body. It was assembled for the crisis and included the attorney general, the president's brother, who held no national-security portfolio.
•  The group met for six days before the October 22 speech, and several members changed their position more than once during that week.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which option would you have argued for if you had been in that room?
•  Should a president listen hardest to the advisers who agree with him or to the ones who do not?
•  What is lost when a decision this large is made by a group nobody elected?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 4 blanks: ExComm, Turkey, invade, blockade.



	SLIDE 8
	Kennedy Meets with ExComm


On-slide summary: Kennedy Meets with ExComm; Note: the Cabinet Room, October 1962
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point at the table first, because the ordinariness of the room is the pedagogical payload - legal pads and folding chairs, not a war room out of a movie.
•  Count the people roughly out loud. A dozen or so ExComm advisers, most of them civilians, made the recommendation that decided this, which is a useful correction to the idea that generals ran it.
	
	•  Note that Kennedy is one voice at this table, not a commander issuing orders, and the ExComm structure was deliberately informal so people would argue freely.
•  Ask what the size of this group around the Cabinet Room table tells you about how the decision was made. A general's call, or a committee's?



	BACKGROUND
•  A John F. Kennedy Presidential Library photograph of an EXCOMM meeting, public domain as a U.S. federal government work. It is the October 29 meeting, just after the settlement - use it for the room and the people, not to date the debate.
•  The Cabinet Room table in this photograph is where ExComm met for most of the thirteen days.
•  Kennedy deliberately stayed out of some ExComm sessions so his advisers would argue more freely without the president in the room.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does the size of this group tell you about how the decision was made?
•  Does the room a decision is made in change how people argue in it?
•  Who is missing from this table?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 9
	Quarantine, Not Blockade


On-slide summary: Quarantine, Not Blockade; Fact: Kennedy announced the quarantine to the public on October 22.; The Word Kennedy Chose
TALKING POINTS
	•  The whole slide turns on one word, because a blockade is legally an act of war and a quarantine had no fixed meaning in international law that the Soviets could point to.
•  That quarantine wording also let the United States take the action to the Organization of American States and win hemispheric backing, which mattered for how the rest of the world read it.
	
	•  October 22 is the date of the speech students read in the Activity, and the proclamation Kennedy signed the next day is what actually put Navy ships on the line.
•  Ask whether changing one word can really change what an action means, then have students test it against the ships that were already sailing.



	BACKGROUND
•  Kennedy's advisers chose 'quarantine' deliberately: a blockade is legally an act of war, while a quarantine had no fixed meaning in international law and could be defended before the Organization of American States.
•  The October 22 broadcast was watched or heard by an estimated 100 million Americans, the largest audience for a presidential address to that point.
•  Proclamation 3504 set the legal terms: which cargo counted as offensive weapons, and what would happen to a ship that refused to stop.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Can changing one word really change what an action means?
•  Why announce a plan publicly instead of simply carrying it out?
•  Who was Kennedy really speaking to in that broadcast?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 5 blanks: war, quarantine, 22, offensive, 3504.



	SLIDE 10
	Signing the Quarantine Proclamation


On-slide summary: Signing the Quarantine Proclamation; Note: October 23, 1962, the Oval Office
TALKING POINTS
	•  Name what is happening in the frame: signing this proclamation is what turned a televised warning into a legal order the Navy could act on the following morning.
•  The date matters here, because the speech was October 22 and the proclamation was October 23, so there was a full day between the public announcement and the enforceable order.
	
	•  Compare this quiet desk photograph with what students imagine a wartime decision looks like. The gap between the two is worth naming out loud.
•  Ask why an order like this needs a signature at all. Would the quarantine have been lawful without one?



	BACKGROUND
•  A John F. Kennedy Presidential Library photograph of the October 23, 1962 signing of Proclamation 3504, in the public domain as a U.S. federal government work.
•  Proclamation 3504 took effect at 10:00 a.m. on October 24, so Soviet ships had more than a day of notice after this signing.
•  This is the only color photograph in the deck; White House photographers shot both color and black-and-white film during the crisis.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does an order like this need a signature at all?
•  Why do governments photograph moments like this at all?
•  What does a photograph of paperwork tell you that a photograph of warships does not?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 11
	The Line at Sea


On-slide summary: The Line at Sea; Real Talk: nobody on either side knew whether the ships would stop.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The 500-mile figure is the one to unpack, because Kennedy personally ordered the line pulled in from 800 miles so Soviet ships would have extra hours to receive new orders from Moscow.
•  October 24 is the day the ships carrying missile cargo stopped or turned around, and it is the first evidence anyone had that the quarantine might work without a shot.
	
	•  DEFCON 2 is one step below all-out nuclear war, and American forces have never gone higher before or since - that comparison is what makes the number land.
•  Ask why moving the line closer to Cuba would make war less likely rather than more.



	BACKGROUND
•  Kennedy personally ordered the quarantine line pulled in from 800 miles to about 500 miles so Soviet ships would have extra hours to receive new orders from Moscow before reaching it.
•  Most of the Soviet ships approaching the line on October 24 stopped or reversed course; one tanker was allowed through after it was identified as carrying oil.
•  DEFCON 2 was ordered for Strategic Air Command. DEFCON 1 has never been declared by U.S. forces.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would moving the line closer to Cuba make war less likely, not more?
•  How would you feel commanding a ship ordered to stop another country's ship?
•  What makes waiting harder than acting?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 6 blanks: 500, 24, DEFCON.



	SLIDE 12
	Watching the Quarantine Line


On-slide summary: Watching the Quarantine Line; Note: a Navy patrol plane over the quarantine line
TALKING POINTS
	•  Describe what enforcement actually looked like, because students picture boarding parties and the reality was mostly a destroyer holding station alongside while an aircraft photographed the deck cargo.
•  The destroyer in this frame is USS Barry and the cargo ship is the Soviet freighter Metallurg Anosov, so this single photograph shows both halves of the quarantine at once.
	
	•  Note that this comes from the later weeks of the quarantine, which stayed in force until November 20, so treat it as an illustration of enforcement rather than as evidence about one dated confrontation.
•  Ask how shadowing a ship is different from firing on it, and connect the answer back to why the quarantine was built to stop short of force.



	BACKGROUND
•  A U.S. Navy photograph from the 1962 quarantine period showing a P-3 patrol aircraft over the Soviet ship Metallurg Anosov and the destroyer USS Barry, in the public domain as a U.S. federal government work.
•  The Metallurg Anosov was one of the Soviet ships shadowed during the withdrawal, when missile equipment was carried out of Cuba on open decks so the United States could count it from the air.
•  Verification was done by aircraft and destroyers rather than by boarding, because putting sailors aboard a Soviet ship would have been far more provocative.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How is shadowing a ship different from firing on it?
•  Why would the Soviet Union agree to let its cargo be photographed?
•  How do two governments prove something to each other when neither one trusts the other?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks bound to this slide; the facts live on the preceding concept slide.



	SLIDE 13
	Black Saturday, October 27


On-slide summary: Black Saturday, October 27; A U-2 was shot down over Cuba and its pilot was killed; A second U-2 strayed into Soviet airspace by mistake
TALKING POINTS
	•  Handle the first bullet plainly and briefly. Major Rudolf Anderson was the U-2 pilot and the only combat death of the crisis; name him, and do not dwell on it.
•  The second U-2 wandering into Soviet airspace was a navigation error, not an order, which is exactly why it is frightening - the crisis nearly widened by accident.
	
	•  The submarine story only became public decades later. Officers aboard B-59, out of radio contact and taking practice depth charges meant as signals, argued over a nuclear torpedo, and one officer's refusal stopped it.
•  Ask how much of October 27 came down to individual people making judgment calls, then connect that to the escalation definition on the slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Aboard Soviet submarine B-59, out of radio contact and under U.S. depth charges meant as signals, officers debated launching a nuclear torpedo; one officer's refusal is widely credited with stopping it.
•  Major Rudolf Anderson, the U-2 pilot shot down over Cuba on October 27, was the only person killed by enemy fire during the crisis.
•  The order to fire on Anderson's aircraft was given locally in Cuba rather than from Moscow, which is part of why the day alarmed both governments.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How much of that day came down to individual people making judgment calls?
•  How much of a crisis can any leader actually control?
•  Should people far down a chain of command be able to refuse an order?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 7 blanks: pilot, airspace, submarine, Escalation.



	SLIDE 14
	October 28: The Crisis Breaks


On-slide summary: October 28: The Crisis Breaks; Two Letters; Oct 26 - softer letter: missiles out for a no-invasion promise
TALKING POINTS
	•  The two-letter move is the crisis's most teachable decision: in public Kennedy's team answered the softer letter as if the harder one never arrived, while in private they accepted its Turkey demand. Say both halves.
•  The public deal was genuinely two-sided: the Soviet Union removed the missiles and the United States promised not to invade Cuba, a promise that has held ever since.
	
	•  Radio Moscow broadcasting the withdrawal on October 28 is what closes the thirteen-day window, and the announcement came over the radio before any signed document existed.
•  Note that the quarantine stayed in force until November 20, so the crisis ended on paper weeks before it ended at sea. Ask students why.



	BACKGROUND
•  Answering only the softer letter in public is usually credited to Robert Kennedy and Ted Sorensen. Be precise with students: the harder letter's Turkey demand was met privately that same day, not ignored.
•  Khrushchev's first letter arrived October 26 and offered withdrawal in exchange for a no-invasion pledge; the second, on October 27, added the demand about Turkey.
•  Radio Moscow broadcast the withdrawal before any signed agreement existed, so the settlement began as a public statement rather than as a treaty.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was answering the second letter in private but not in public honest, and does that matter here?
•  Is a promise announced on the radio as binding as one signed on paper?
•  Why would a leader want the other side's concession made public?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 8 blanks: missiles, invade, 28, 20.



	SLIDE 15
	The Part Nobody Announced


On-slide summary: The Part Nobody Announced; The harder letter's Turkey demand was met in private, not ignored; The U.S. secretly agreed to pull its Jupiter missiles from Turkey
TALKING POINTS
	•  This slide rewrites the story students think they know, because the popular version says Khrushchev blinked and the version with the Turkey deal says both leaders traded.
•  Robert Kennedy passed the offer privately to Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin on October 27, specifically with the condition that the trade never be acknowledged publicly.
	
	•  The Jupiters came out of Turkey in April 1963, roughly six months later, and were quietly replaced by submarine-launched missiles - so the United States lost very little militarily.
•  Ask whether a secret concession still counts as a fair trade, and whether the secrecy itself changed how the Cold War was understood afterward.



	BACKGROUND
•  Robert Kennedy passed the Turkey offer privately to Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin on October 27 with the condition that it never be made public; the Jupiters came out in April 1963.
•  The Jupiter missiles left Turkey in April 1963 and were replaced by Polaris submarines in the Mediterranean, so American deterrence was barely affected.
•  The full story of the Turkey trade did not reach the American public until participants began describing it decades afterward.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Does a secret concession still count as a fair trade?
•  Do citizens have a right to know the terms their own government agreed to?
•  Did keeping this half of the deal secret make the next crisis more likely or less?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 9 blanks: Jupiter, Kennedy, months, decades.



	SLIDE 16
	Three Words for Thirteen Days


On-slide summary: Three Words for Thirteen Days; Brinkmanship; Pushing a conflict to the edge of war to make the other side back down.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Teach these three as a set rather than as separate definitions, because brinkmanship is the strategy, escalation is what goes wrong while you use it, and deterrence is the bet underneath both.
•  The difference between brinkmanship and escalation is control. Brinkmanship assumes you can stop; October 27 is what it looks like when that assumption is tested.
	
	•  The word brinkmanship entered American political language in the 1950s as a criticism of Secretary of State John Foster Dulles for being willing to go to the brink of war.
•  Ask which of the three words best describes what Kennedy actually did, and require students to name a specific day as evidence.



	BACKGROUND
•  The word brinkmanship entered American political language in the 1950s, from a criticism of Secretary of State John Foster Dulles for being willing to go to the brink of war.
•  Brinkmanship assumes both sides can read the same signals the same way; October 27 is the day that assumption came closest to failing.
•  Deterrence only works if the threatened response is believed, which is why both governments spent the Cold War making their capabilities visible on purpose.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three words best describes what Kennedy actually did?
•  Can a strategy be successful and reckless at the same time?
•  What would deterrence look like between two sides that did not believe each other's information?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 10 blanks: Brinkmanship, Deterrence.



	SLIDE 17
	What Changed After 1962


On-slide summary: What Changed After 1962; The Hotline; In 1963 the two governments set up the Moscow-Washington hotline so leaders could respond instantly.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Correct the myth immediately, because the hotline was a teletype link and not a red telephone; it went into service in August 1963, ten months after the crisis ended.
•  The Limited Test Ban Treaty is the first real arms-control agreement of the Cold War, and it happened within a year of the crisis specifically because both governments had frightened themselves.
	
	•  Be honest about the third row: the arms race continued and both arsenals grew for decades, so this crisis changed the machinery of communication rather than the underlying competition.
•  Ask the closing question straight out - if the arms race kept going, did anything really change? - and hold students to naming which row they are arguing from.



	BACKGROUND
•  The hotline was a teletype link, not a red telephone; the movie version is a myth. It went into service in August 1963, ten months after the crisis.
•  The Limited Test Ban Treaty was signed in Moscow in August 1963 and did not cover underground testing, which continued for decades afterward.
•  The American no-invasion pledge has held. The United States has not invaded Cuba since 1962, though the economic embargo continued.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If the arms race kept going, did anything really change?
•  Which matters more after a crisis, a new agreement or a new habit of talking?
•  Why is it easier for rivals to agree on communication than on weapons?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Section 11 blanks: hotline, instantly, Treaty, arms, invaded.



	SLIDE 18
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Soviet missiles in Cuba put U.S. cities minutes from a nuclear strike; Kennedy chose a naval quarantine over an air strike or an invasion
TALKING POINTS
	•  Return to the opening prediction about how close the world came, because students now have a specific date - October 27 - instead of a vague impression.
•  Takeaway three is the one most likely to be flattened in a student essay. Insist on both halves: the public deal and the secret Turkey deal are one settlement, not two stories.
	
	•  The four takeaways map onto the five learning targets and onto the Exit Ticket, so use them as the review checklist before any assessment.
•  Activity Part 5 asks for a written position, so make students say their evidence out loud first: which takeaway proves what actually kept this from becoming a war?



	BACKGROUND
•  These four takeaways map onto the five learning targets and onto both the Exit Ticket and the Activity Part 5 essay.
•  Students often finish this lesson believing the crisis ended cleanly; the secret Turkey trade and the November 20 lifting of the quarantine both complicate that.
•  The Essential Question has no single approved answer. The Part 5 rubric rewards evidence and a defended position, not one particular conclusion.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway would you use to answer the Essential Question?
•  If you had to name the single decision that mattered most, which would it be?
•  Was this a story about two leaders, or about two systems?



	GUIDED NOTES
	These takeaways are reprinted at the end of the Guided Notes.
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