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	1.
	Why did Fidel Castro turn to the Soviet Union for weapons and protection?



	A. The United Nations had ordered Cuba to disarm its own military forces
	B. A U.S.-backed invasion at the Bay of Pigs had tried to remove him in 1961 ✓

	
	

	C. Cuba had signed a mutual defense treaty with the Soviet Union back in 1945
	D. Soviet troops had already occupied the eastern half of the island of Cuba



	2.
	How did the United States first learn that Soviet missile sites were being built in Cuba?



	A. A Soviet diplomat secretly warned the State Department in September 1962
	B. Cuban exiles smuggled construction blueprints out of Havana by fishing boat

	
	

	C. Radio intercepts from a Navy listening post in Florida revealed the whole plan
	D. A U-2 reconnaissance flight photographed the sites on October 14, 1962 ✓



	3.
	What is a ballistic missile?



	A. A rocket that carries a nuclear warhead to a distant target ✓
	B. A long-range bomber aircraft built to drop nuclear weapons on cities

	
	

	C. A submarine designed to launch torpedoes against enemy shipping
	D. A radar system that tracks incoming aircraft and warns of an attack



	4.
	Why did missiles in Cuba alarm American leaders so much?



	A. They were the first nuclear weapons the Soviet Union had ever built
	B. They were aimed at Soviet cities and could start a war by accident

	
	

	C. From Cuba they could reach U.S. cities in under ten minutes ✓
	D. They were controlled by Cuban officers rather than by Soviet officers



	5.
	What was ExComm?



	A. The Executive Committee of advisers Kennedy assembled to manage the crisis ✓
	B. The Soviet military command that operated the missile sites inside Cuba

	
	

	C. The United Nations committee sent to inspect the Cuban missile sites
	D. The congressional committee that later investigated Kennedy's decisions



	6.
	Why did Kennedy call the naval action a quarantine instead of a blockade?



	A. A quarantine could be ordered by the Navy without the president's approval
	B. The word quarantine had already been approved by the United Nations

	
	

	C. Under international law a blockade is considered an act of war ✓
	D. A quarantine applied only to Cuban ships and not to Soviet ships



	7.
	What did the quarantine actually do?



	A. It cut off all food and medicine shipments to the island of Cuba
	B. It placed U.S. troops on Cuban soil to guard the missile sites

	
	

	C. It grounded every aircraft flying in or out of Cuban airspace
	D. It turned back ships carrying offensive weapons bound for Cuba ✓



	8.
	What happened on October 24, 1962, the day the quarantine took effect?



	A. Soviet ships broke through the line and unloaded missiles at Havana
	B. Soviet ships heading for Cuba stopped short of the quarantine line ✓

	
	

	C. The United States sank two Soviet freighters approaching the line
	D. Khrushchev publicly agreed to remove the missiles from Cuba



	9.
	Why is October 27, 1962 remembered as Black Saturday?



	A. Kennedy ordered the first air strikes against the Cuban missile sites
	B. The Soviet Union tested a nuclear weapon in the atmosphere over Cuba

	
	

	C. A U-2 was shot down over Cuba and both sides escalated at once ✓
	D. The United Nations withdrew its inspectors from Cuba without warning



	10.
	What did the United States and the Soviet Union publicly agree to on October 28, 1962?



	A. The USSR would remove the missiles and the U.S. would not invade Cuba ✓
	B. Both sides would destroy all of their long-range nuclear missiles

	
	

	C. Cuba would be placed under United Nations administration for ten years
	D. The United States would end its economic embargo of Cuba immediately



	11.
	What was the secret part of the settlement that ended the crisis?



	A. Castro agreed to step down as Cuba's leader within eighteen months
	B. The United States agreed to remove its Jupiter missiles from Turkey ✓

	
	

	C. The Soviet Union agreed to withdraw all of its troops from East Germany
	D. The United States agreed to sell wheat to the Soviet Union at a loss



	12.
	Which statement best explains why the Cuban Missile Crisis did not become a nuclear war?



	A. Neither side actually had nuclear weapons ready to launch in October 1962
	B. The United Nations Security Council forced both sides to stand down

	
	

	C. Soviet missiles in Cuba turned out to be empty shells with no warheads
	D. Both leaders left each other room to back down without total humiliation ✓



ANSWERS
	1.
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