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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain why the Soviet Union secretly placed nuclear missiles in Cuba in 1962.
2. Describe how a U-2 reconnaissance flight uncovered the missile sites on October 14, 1962.
3. Compare the options ExComm debated and explain why Kennedy chose a naval quarantine.
4. Analyze President Kennedy's October 22, 1962 address to the nation as a primary source.
5. Explain how the crisis was settled on October 28 and what the two governments changed afterward.

SECTION 1
How Cuba Became a Soviet Ally
A Revolution 90 Miles Away
Fidel Castro's revolution took power in Cuba in 1959, only about 90 miles from Florida.
The failed 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion by U.S.-backed Cuban exiles pushed Cuba toward the Soviet Union.
After that failure Castro turned to the Soviet Union for weapons and protection.
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev promised to defend Cuba against another invasion.
 
SECTION 2
Why Put Missiles in Cuba?
Two Ways to See the Same Weapon
Khrushchev wanted to protect Cuba from another U.S.-backed invasion like the Bay of Pigs.
The Soviets also wanted to answer American Jupiter missiles in Turkey, which sat near their own border.
A ballistic missile is a rocket that carries a nuclear warhead to a distant target.
Launched from Cuba, those missiles could reach U.S. cities in under ten minutes instead of hours.
 
SECTION 3
October 14, 1962: The Photographs
What the Camera Found
A U-2 reconnaissance flight photographed western Cuba on October 14, 1962.
This high-altitude American spy plane flew above Soviet radar coverage.
Analysts identified missile sites under construction in the photographs.
President Kennedy saw the photographs on October 16, 1962, two days after the flight.
He kept the discovery secret for six more days while his advisers argued.
 
SECTION 4
ExComm Weighs the Options
Four Options on the Table
Kennedy assembled ExComm, the Executive Committee of advisers, to manage the crisis.
Some advisers argued U.S. missiles in Turkey made Soviet missiles in Cuba no different.
Military leaders pushed to bomb the sites or invade Cuba outright with ground troops.
A naval blockade would stop new weapons without firing the first shot.
 
SECTION 5
Quarantine, Not Blockade
One Word, Two Meanings
Under international law a blockade is an act of war, so the word Kennedy used mattered.
Kennedy called his naval blockade of Cuba a quarantine instead, leaving the Soviets room to back down.
On October 22, 1962, Kennedy told the nation on live television and radio.
The quarantine meant Navy ships turned back ships carrying offensive weapons headed for Cuba.
The next day he signed Proclamation 3504, which put the quarantine into legal effect the following morning.
 
SECTION 6
The Line at Sea
Waiting to See What the Ships Do
The quarantine line was drawn about 500 miles out from Cuba to give Khrushchev more time.
On October 24 the Soviet ships stopped short of the line instead of crossing it.
U.S. bomber command went to DEFCON 2, the highest alert level American forces have ever reached.
 
SECTION 7
Black Saturday, October 27
The Worst Day
On October 27 a U-2 was shot down over Cuba and its pilot was killed, the only combat death of the crisis.
A second U-2 strayed into Soviet airspace by mistake on the same day.
A Soviet submarine crew argued over whether to fire a nuclear torpedo.
Escalation is each side answering the other with a stronger action, pushing a conflict closer to war.
 
SECTION 8
October 28: The Crisis Breaks
The Public Deal
The Soviet Union agreed to remove the missiles from Cuba in exchange for an American promise.
In public the United States promised not to invade Cuba again after the deal was made.
Radio Moscow announced the withdrawal on October 28, which closed the thirteen days.
The quarantine stayed in place until November 20, weeks after the public agreement.
 
SECTION 9
The Part Nobody Announced
The Trade Nobody Saw
In a secret side deal the United States agreed to pull its Jupiter missiles in Turkey, American nuclear missiles sitting near the Soviet border.
Robert Kennedy delivered the offer privately to the Soviet ambassador.
Those missiles were secretly traded away to settle the crisis and were removed within about six months of the settlement.
The Turkey deal stayed secret from the public for decades, so Khrushchev looked like the only loser.
 
SECTION 10
Two More Words for Thirteen Days
The Vocabulary of a Standoff
Brinkmanship means pushing a conflict to the edge of war to make the other side back down.
Deterrence means preventing an attack by convincing the other side the response would be devastating.
 
SECTION 11
What Changed After 1962
New Machinery, Same Cold War
In 1963 the two governments set up the Moscow-Washington hotline, a direct communication link between the leaders.
It was created so the two leaders could reach each other instantly instead of trading slow public letters.
The 1963 Limited Test Ban Treaty banned nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere, in space, and underwater.
Both superpowers kept adding nuclear weapons, so the arms race did not stop after the crisis.
Castro remained in power and the United States never invaded Cuba again after the settlement.
 


KEY TAKEAWAYS
★ Soviet missiles in Cuba put U.S. cities minutes from a nuclear strike
★ Kennedy chose a naval quarantine over an air strike or an invasion
★ The crisis ended October 28 with a public deal and a secret one
★ Brinkmanship worked here, but October 27 shows how close it came
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