	WORLD HISTORY
THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	What did President Kennedy announce in his October 22, 1962 address to the nation?



	A. A naval quarantine to stop offensive weapons from reaching Cuba ✓
	B. An immediate air strike on the Soviet missile sites in Cuba

	
	

	C. A U.S. ground invasion of Cuba scheduled for the following week
	D. The withdrawal of American forces from the naval base at Guantanamo



	2.
	How was the Cuban Missile Crisis settled on October 28, 1962?



	A. Soviet forces fired on U.S. Navy ships and then surrendered the sites
	B. The United Nations took control of the missile sites on the island

	
	

	C. The USSR removed the missiles and the U.S. promised not to invade Cuba ✓
	D. Both countries agreed to destroy every nuclear weapon they owned



	3.
	What is brinkmanship?



	A. Refusing to negotiate with an enemy government under any circumstances
	B. Pushing a conflict to the edge of war to make the other side back down ✓

	
	

	C. Building more nuclear weapons than an opponent could possibly match
	D. Using spy planes to gather evidence before making a public accusation



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
In three to four sentences, explain what kept the Cuban Missile Crisis from becoming a nuclear war. Use at least two specific details from the lesson (for example, the quarantine, the October 28 deal, or the secret agreement about Turkey).

	
	Full credit needs all three: (1) names at least one specific choice or event that stopped the escalation - the quarantine instead of an air strike, the decision to answer Khrushchev's softer letter, the October 28 agreement, or the secret Jupiter-missile trade; (2) uses at least two specific lesson details, with dates or terms rather than general statements; and (3) answers the prompt directly in 3-4 complete sentences. Sample response: Kennedy chose a naval quarantine instead of the air strike his generals wanted, which stopped new weapons from reaching Cuba without firing the first shot. That choice put the next decision on Khrushchev, and on October 24 Soviet ships stopped short of the quarantine line rather than force a confrontation. On October 28 the two governments settled publicly - the Soviet Union removed the missiles and the United States promised not to invade Cuba - while the United States also secretly agreed to pull its Jupiter missiles out of Turkey. Because each leader was left a way to back down without looking defeated, the crisis ended in a deal instead of a war.


ANSWERS
	1.
	A

	2.
	C

	3.
	B
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